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EDITORIAL
On 17th and 18th"?5(%*"4'52"62,2$%.&"789"@%**".'A2">'("

a short pastoral visit to Malta on the occasion of the 1950th an­
,%;2(/)(B"'>" &C2")((%;)*"'>" &C2"?5'/&*2"+)%,&"4)<*" &'"'<("/C'(2/"
%,"?1"DE:"?5)(&">('A"&C2"C%/&'(%.)*"),$"(2*%F%'</"/%F,%G.),.2"'>"
&C2"2;2,&0"&C)&"<,$2(*%,2/"&C2"&@'"A%**2,,%)"'>"HC(%/&%),%&B"'>"&C2"
I)*&2/2"52'5*20"@C'"C);2"J22,"K,'@,")/")"J<*@)(K"'>"H)&C'*%­
.%/A0"&C2"5)5)*";%/%&"/C'<*$"J2">'("</")**"),"'..)/%',">'("(2L2.&%',"
upon the role of the Catholic Church in a Maltese society that is 
radically changed.

" M2")(2"5('<$"&'"J2")"#<('52),",)&%',0"@2")(2"2,N'B%,F"
)" >)%(*B" F''$" /&),$)($" '>" *%;%,F0"@2" C);2" ';2(.'A2" &C2" %,%&%)*"
$%>G.<*&%2/"'>")"5)(*%)A2,&)(B"$2A'.().B:"?&"&C2"/)A2"&%A2"@2"
)(2")@)(2"&C)&"@2")(2">).%,F"2,'(A'</"5('J*2A/"&C)&"@2",2;2("
$(2)A&"'>"/'A2"B2)(/"J).K:"OC2"%,L<P"'>"%**2F)*"%AA%F(),&/"),$"
&C2%("%,/2(&%',"%,"'<("/'.%2&B"C)/"J22,")"F(2)&".C)**2,F2:"+'"@%**"
J2"&C2"%,/2(&%',"'>"&C2"/A)**0"J<&"2;2(QF('@%,F"I</*%A".'AA<­
,%&B:" -'(" &C2" G(/&" &%A2" %," '<(" *',F" C%/&'(B0"@2" C);2"@%&,2//2$"
P2,'5C'J%."A),%>2/&)&%',/:"M2"C);2"/22,"&()$%&%',)*">)A%*B";)*­
<2/".(<AJ*20"@%&C"%,.(2)/%,F",<AJ2(/"'>"/25)()&2$"),$"$%;'(.2$"
.'<5*2/0" /%,F*2" 5)(2,&/0" .'C)J%&)&%',0" )" 5('Q)J'(&%'," A2,&)*%&B"
)A',F"B'<,F"52'5*20" &C2"$2Q>).&'")..25&),.2"'>" &C2",'(A)*%&B"
'>"),"'52,*B"F)B"),$"*2/J%),"@)B"'>"*%>2:"OC2"HC<(.C"C)/"C)$"&'"
face the problem of long years of detachment from the younger 
F2,2()&%',/0"&C2"*).K"'>"'J2$%2,.2"'>"/'A2"'>"%&/"5(%2/&/"&'"&C2%("
/<52(%'(/0" ),$" )*/'" /'A2" .)/2/" '>" '52," /.),$)*" '," &C2" 5)(&" '>"
members of the clergy and religious.

" ?,$"B2&"/'A2"52'5*2"/&%**" &C%,K" &C)&",'&C%,F"/2(%'</" %/"
happening. They still consider Malta to be a staunchly Catholic 
.'<,&(B" &C)&"@%**"@2*.'A2" &C2" 4'52"@%&C" '52," )(A/" ),$"@%&C"
,'"/2,/2"'>".(%&%.%/A"'("2;2,"C'/&%*%&B"&'@)($/"&C2"HC<(.C:"OC2B"
(2F)($"),B"'52,"$%/.<//%',"'>"A'()*"'("/'.%)*"5('J*2A/")/"&)J''0"
and prefer  to continue  living  in a  land of dreams in past  tradi­
&%',)*"(2*%F%'</".</&'A/"@C%.C")(20"C'@2;2(0"/&)%,2$"@%&C"52&&B"
piques and mutual distrust unbecoming of a country that prides 
%&/2*>"@%&C"J2%,F"H)&C'*%."),$".%;%*%/2$:

" 9,"&C2"A%$/&"'>"&C%/"/'.%)*"),$"(2*%F%'</"<5C2);)*"5('5C2&­
%.";'%.2/")(2"%,$22$"()(2:"R'(A)**B"&C2B")(2"(2*2F)&2$"&'"/%*2,.20"
or have had to leave the island in search of a better audience. The 
-(),.%/.),"A2//)F2"'>"S'/52*"()$%.)*%&B"%/0"<,>'(&<,)&2*B0";2(B"
@2)K"),$"J)(2*B")<$%J*2"%,"/<.C")"/%&<)&%',:"?,$"B2&"',2"@'<*$"
2P52.&"</"-(),.%/.),/"&'"J2")&"&C2">'(2>(',&"%,")$$(2//%,F"&C2/2"
/'.%)*"),$"(2*%F%'</"5('J*2A/"@%&C" &C2".'<()F2"'>" >).%,F"<5" &'"
'<("'@,"%,&2(,)*"5('J*2A/"'>"%,2(&%)"),$"*).K"'>"S'/52*"@%&,2//:"
T,>'(&<,)&2*B"@2"/&%**"5(2>2("&'".*'/2"<5"'<(/2*;2/"%,"'<("/22A­
%,F*B"<,&'<.C)J*2">'(&(2//Q*%K2"/&(<.&<(2/"&C)&"F'"J2B',$"'<(">(%­
)(%2/0"),$")*/'"%,;'*;2"'<("@)B"'>"&C%,K%,F:

" 9&"%/"C%FC"&%A2"@2"@)K2"<5">('A"'<("/@22&"/*<AJ2("),$"
>).2"(2)*%&B"@%&C".'<()F2"),$"C<A%*%&B:"OC2"HC<(.C"%,"I)*&)"%/"%,"
>'(")"C)($"&%A20"),$"@2")(2")"5)(&"'>"%&"),$".),,'&"5(2&2,$"&'"/&),$"
aloof as spectators. After all the pomp and festivities of the papal 
;%/%&"C);2"5)//2$"@2"@%**"C);2"&'"2AJ)(K"',")",2@")55(').C"%>"
@2")(2"&'"/<(;%;2"),$"%>"'<("A2//)F2"%/"&'"J2".(2$%J*2:"OC2"/%F,/"
F%;2,"$<(%,F" &C2"5)5)*";%/%&"@%**"J2")," %,$%.)&%',"'>"@C2(2"@2"
/C'<*$"J2"F'%,F0"%>"',*B"@2"C);2"&C2".'<()F2"&'"$%/.';2("&C2A"
and not pretend to just suffocate any dissenting voices.       

Noel Muscat ofm
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9&" %/" )" @2**QK,'@," >).&" &C)&" +)%,&" -(),.%/" @)/"
,2;2(" '($)%,2$" )/" )" 5(%2/&:" U'@2;2(0" A),B" C);2" (2­
F)($2$"C%A")/"C);%,F"J22,")"$2).',0"J2.)</2"'>"/'A2"
(2>2(2,.2/"&'"C%A"%,"&C2"A2$%)2;)*"+'<(.2/"'>"C%/"*%>20"
@C%.C"5(2/2,&"C%A"@2)(%,F")"$)*A)&%."),$"/%,F%,F"&C2"
S'/52*0")/"%/"&C2".)/2"'>"&C2"HC(%/&A)/"I)//")&"S(2..%':"
OC2" /)A2" /'<(.2/" /&)&2" &C)&0"@C2," &C2" J('&C2(/"@2,&"
to  present  their  primitive Forma Vitae" &'"4'52" 9,,'­
.2,&" 999" )&" &C2"=)&2()," %," VWEX0" &C2B" )**" (2.2%;2$" &C2"
2..*2/%)/&%.)*"&',/<(2:"+<J/2Y<2,&"(2L2.&%',/"<5',"&C%/"
>).&" C);2" .',;%,.2$" A),B" &C)&" -(),.%/" C%A/2*>" @)/"
'($)%,2$"$2).',0" ),$" %," >).&" &C2"-(),.%/.)," .)*2,$)("
>'(")".2(&)%,",<AJ2("'>"B2)(/")@)($2$"C%A"&C2"&%&*2"'>"
deacon.1

Contemporary  scholars  have  voiced  doubts  re­
F)($%,F" &C2" &(<2",)&<(2"'>"-(),.%/Z"$%).',)&20" ),$" (2­
F)($%,F"@C2&C2("@2".),"&(<*B".)**"-(),.%/")"$2).',"%,"
&C2"><**"&C2'*'F%.)*"/2,/2"'>"&C2"&2(A:"9,"'($2("&'"&(B"&'"
.*)(%>B"&C%/"()&C2(".'A5*2P"Y<2/&%',0"@2"/C)**"G(/&"5(2/­
2,&"&C2"&2P&/"%,"&C2"-(),.%/.),"+'<(.2/"&C)&"/52)K")J'<&"
-(),.%/")/")"$2).',0"),$"&C2,"&(B"&'"%,&2(5(2&"&C2A"%,"
the light of mediaeval ecclesiastical institutions.2

Saint Francis, deacon,
in the Sources

The episode of  the Christmas Mass  at Greccio 
has  been  instrumental  in  the  spreading  of  the  notion 
&C)&"+)%,&"-(),.%/"@)/")"$2).',:"M2"/C)**"G(/&"5(2/2,&"
&C2";)(%'</"&2P&/"&C)&"(2>2("&'"&C%/">).&:"OC2"A'/&"%A5'(­
&),&"%/"&C2"&2P&"'>"OC'A)/"'>"H2*),'"%,"C%/"Life of Saint 
Francis0"[\Q[D]

^-%,)**B0"&C2"$)B"'>"N'B")/"$()@,",2)(0"&C2"&%A2"
'>"2P<*&)&%',"C)/".'A2:"-('A"A),B"$%>>2(2,&"5*).2/"&C2"
J(2&C(2,"C);2"J22,".)**2$:"?/"&C2B".'<*$0"&C2"A2,"),$"
@'A2,"'>"&C)&"*),$"@%&C"2P<*&),&"C2)(&/"5(25)(2".),$*2/"
),$"&'(.C2/"&'"*%FC&"<5"&C)&",%FC&"@C'/2"/C%,%,F"/&)("C)/"
2,*%FC&2,2$"2;2(B"$)B"),$"B2)(:"-%,)**B0"&C2"C'*B"A),"
'>"S'$".'A2/"),$0"G,$%,F")**"&C%,F/"5(25)(2$0"C2"/)@"
&C2A" ),$" @)/" F*)$:" 9,$22$0" &C2"A),F2(" %/" 5(25)(2$0"
&C2"C)B"%/".)((%2$"%,0"),$"&C2"'P"),$"&C2")//")(2"*2$"&'"
&C2"/5'&:"OC2(2"/%A5*%.%&B" %/"F%;2,")"5*).2"'>"C','<(0"
5';2(&B"%/"2P)*&2$0"C<A%*%&B"%/".'AA2,$2$0"),$"'<&"'>"

S(2..%'"%/"A)$2")",2@"62&C*2C2A:"OC2",%FC&"%/"*%&"<5"
*%K2"$)B0"$2*%FC&%,F"J'&C"A),"),$"J2)/&:"OC2"52'5*2")(­
(%;20"2./&)&%.")&"&C%/",2@"AB/&2(B"'>",2@"N'B:"OC2">'(2/&"
)A5*%G2/"&C2".(%2/"),$"&C2"J'<*$2(/"2.C'"J).K"&C2"N'B­
><*" .('@$:"OC2"J('&C2(/" /%,F0"F%;%,F"S'$"$<2"5()%/20"
),$"&C2"@C'*2",%FC&")J'<,$/"@%&C"N<J%*)&%',:"OC2"C'*B"
A),"'>"S'$"/&),$/"J2>'(2"&C2"A),F2(0"G**2$"@%&C"C2)(&­
>2*&"/%FC/0".',&(%&2"%,"C%/"5%2&B0"),$"';2(.'A2"@%&C"@',­
drous joy. Over the manger the solemnities of the Mass 
)(2".2*2J()&2$"),$"&C2"5(%2/&"2,N'B/")",2@".',/'*)&%',:"
The holy man of God is dressed in the vestments of the 
=2;%&2/0"/%,.2"C2"@)/")"=2;%&20"),$"@%&C"><**";'%.2"/%,F/"
the holy gospel.”3

H2*),'"$'2/",'&"/)B"&C)&"-(),.%/"@)/")"$2).',0"
J<&"C2"</2/"&C2"&2(A"=2;%&2:"9,$22$0"&C%/"@)/"&C2"&2(A"
,'(A)**B"</2$"JB" &C2" *%&<(FB" &'" %,$%.)&2" &C2"'>G.2"'>"
$2).',:"+)%,&"=)@(2,.2"%/".2*2J()&2$"%,"&C%/"@)B"%,"&C2"
Roman liturgy.4"OC2"/%F,/"'>"J2%,F")"=2;%&20"&C)&"%/0"'>"
><,.&%',%,F")/")"$2).',"$<(%,F"I)//0")(2"&@'0",)A2*B"
the vestments proper to deacons (the stole and dalmat­
ic) and the proclamation or singing of the Gospel. For 
</0"@C'")(2")..</&'A2$"&'"&C2"5'/&Q8)&%.),"99"*%&<(F%­
.)*"(%&2/0"&C2/2"><,.&%',/"'>"&C2"$2).',"$<(%,F"I)//")(2"
Y<%&2",'(A)*:"6<&">'("&C'/2"@C'"(2A2AJ2("&C2"O(%$2,­
&%,2"I)//" J2>'(2"8)&%.)," 990" %&"@)/" ,'(A)*" &'" C);2" )"
/<,F"'("/'*2A,"I)//"%,"@C%.C"&C(22"5(%2/&/"@'<*$"J2"
;2/&2$0"',2"><,.&%',%,F")/"&C2".2*2J(),&0";2/&2$"%,"&C2"
.C)/<J*20"&C2"'&C2("&@'"@C'"@'<*$"><,.&%',")/"$2).',"
),$"/<J$2).',0";2/&2$" %," &C2"$)*A)&%."),$" &<,%.0"),$"
/%,F%,F"&C2"S'/52*"),$"#5%/&*2"(2/52.&%;2*B:"+'"%&"@)/"
normal  in  the Middle Ages  to  have  the  functions  of 
$2).',"5*)B2$"JB"'&C2("A%,%/&2(/"@C'"@2(2",'&"(2)**B"
'($)%,2$"$2).',/0"'("@C'"@2(2"5(%2/&/:"M2"/C)**"J2"/22­
%,F"&C%/")&"F(2)&2("$25&C"%,"'($2("&'")/.2(&)%,"@C2&C2("
-(),.%/"@)/"&(<*B"'($)%,2$")/"$2).',0"'("2*/2"@)/"/%A­
ply functioning as a deacon during Mass.

_<*%),"'>"+52B2(0"%,"&C2"25%/'$2"'>"&C2"HC(%/&A)/"
Mass at Greccio in his Vita Sancti Francisci0"\`0")*/'"
,'&2/"&C)&"-(),.%/"@)/")"=2;%&20"),$"&C)&"C2").&2$")/")"
deacon:

^-%,)**B"&C2"C'*B",%FC&")((%;2$:"6*2//2$"-(),.%/"
@)/" &C2(2"@%&C"A),B"'>"C%/"J('&C2(/"F)&C2(2$")('<,$"
C%A:"OC2" C)B" %," &C2"A),F2(" %/" 5(25)(2$0" &C2" 'P" ),$"
&C2")//")(2")((),F2$")('<,$"&C2"A),F2(0"),$"&C2";%F%*"
.2*2J()&%',"J2F%,/"@%&C"N'B:"?"F(2)&"A<*&%&<$2"'>"52'­

«INDUITUR SANCTUS DEI LEVITICIS ORNAMENTIS»

 SAINT FRANCIS, DEACON?
Noel Muscat ofm
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5*2" /&(2)A" &'F2&C2(" >('A" ;)(%'</" 5*).2/0" &C2" ,%FC&" %/"
G**2$"@%&C" )," <,)..</&'A2$" N'B" ),$"A)$2" *<A%,'</"
JB".),$*2/"),$"&'(.C2/:"?,$"/'0"@%&C")",2@"(%&<)*0"&C2"
>2/&%;)*"'>",2@"62&C*2C2A"%/".2*2J()&2$:"OC2"J('&C2(/"
)*/'"5)%$"&C2%("$2J&"'>"5()%/2"&'"&C2"='($0"),$")**"5(2/­
2,&")..*)%A2$"C%A"@%&C",2@"/',F/"'>"5()%/2:"6*2//2$"
-(),.%/0"C'@2;2(0"@)/"/&),$%,F"J2>'(2"&C2"A),F2("><**"
'>"/%FC/"'>"N'B"),$"/<>></2$"JB"),"%,$2/.(%J)J*2"/@22&­
,2//:"-%,)**B0"@C2,"+'*2A,"I)//"@)/".2*2J()&2$")J';2"
&C2"A),F2(0"&C2"C'*B"=2;%&2"'>"S'$0"$(2//2$"%,">2/&%;2"
;2/&A2,&/"5('.*)%A2$"&C2"F'/52*"@%&C")"/','('</";'%.2"
),$"&C2,"@%&C")";'%.2"L'@%,F"@%&C"C',2B"C2"5(2).C2$"
&'"&C2"52'5*2")J'<&"&C2"5''("a%,F"J'(,"%,"62&C*2C2A:"
O(<*B0"C2"@)/"/'"';2(.'A2"JB"/@22&"$2;'&%',"&'@)($"

&C2"%,>),.B"'>"&C)&"a%,F0"&C)&"@C2,2;2("C2"C)$"&'"/52)K"
&C2",)A2"'>"_2/</"HC(%/&0"C2"@'<*$0")/"%>"/&<&&2(%,F0".)**"
C%A"b&C2"J)J2"'>"62&C*2C2A0Z"'<&"'>"),"2P.2//"'>"*';%,F"
tenderness.”5

OC2"*)/&"(2>2(2,.2"&'"&C2"S(2..%'"25%/'$20"%,$%­
.)&%,F"&C)&"-(),.%/"><,.&%',2$")/")"$2).',"$<(%,F"I)//0"
%/"F%;2,"&'"</"JB"+)%,&"6',);2,&<(2"%,"&C2"Major Leg­
end of Saint Francis"VE0c]

^9&" C)552,2$0" &C(22" B2)(/" 5(%'(" &'" C%/" $2)&C0"
&C)&"C2"$2.%$2$"&'".2*2J()&2")&"&C2"&'@,"'>"S(2..%'"&C2"
A2A'(B"'>"&C2"J%(&C"'>"&C2"HC%*$"_2/</"@%&C"&C2"F(2)&­
2/&"5'//%J*2"/'*2A,%&B0"%,"'($2("&'")('</2"$2;'&%',:"+'"
&C)&"&C%/"@'<*$",'&"J2".',/%$2(2$")"&B52"'>",';2*&B0"C2"
petitioned  for  and  obtained  permission  from  the  Su­

5(2A2"4',&%>>:"U2"C)$")"A),F2("5(25)(2$0"C)B".)((%2$"
%,"),$"),"'P"),$"),")//" *2$"&'" &C2"/5'&:"OC2"J(2&C(2,"
)(2"/<AA',2$0" &C2"52'5*2")((%;20" &C2">'(2/&")A5*%G2/"
@%&C" &C2%(" .(%2/0" ),$" &C)&" ;2,2()J*2" ,%FC&" %/" (2,$2(2$"
brilliant  and  solemn  by  a  multitude  of  bright  lights 
and by resonant and harmonious hymns of praise. The 
A),"'>"S'$"/&),$/"J2>'(2"&C2"A),F2(0"G**2$"@%&C"5%2&B0"
J)&C2$"%,"&2)(/0"),$"';2(.'A2"@%&C"N'B:"?"/'*2A,"I)//"
%/".2*2J()&2$"';2("&C2"A),F2(0"@%&C"-(),.%/0")"*2;%&2"'>"
HC(%/&0".C),&%,F"&C2"C'*B"S'/52*:"OC2,"C2"5(2).C2/"&'"
the people standing around him about the birth of the 
5''("a%,F0"@C'A0"@C2,2;2("C2"A2),/"&'".)**"C%A0"C2"
.)**2$"%,"C%/"&2,$2("*';20"&C2"6)J2">('A"62&C*2C2A:d6

6',);2,&<(2" )$$/" )" ,2@" ,'&2" &'" &C2" 25%/'$20"

,)A2*B" &C)&" -(),.%/" 'J&)%,2$" 52(A%//%'," >('A" 4'52"
U','(%</"999"&'"C'*$"&C)&"5)(&%.<*)(".2*2J()&%',"%,"S(2.­
.%':"9&"A%FC&"C);2"J22,",2.2//)(B"&'")/K">'("/<.C")"52(­
A%&0"F%;2,"&C)&"&C2"I)//"@)/",'&".2*2J()&2$"%,")"/).(2$"
5*).20"&C)&"%/0"%,")".C<(.C0"J<&"%,")"/&)J*20"),$"&C2")*&)("
@)/"%A5(';%/2$"';2("&C2"A),F2(:"OC2"(25(2/2,&)&%',"'>"
/.2,2/">('A"&C2"*%>2"'>"HC(%/&"),$"&C2"8%(F%,"I)(B"@)/"
.'AA',"%,"&C2"I%$$*2"?F2/0"J<&"/22A%,F*B",'&"@%&C%,"
&C2".',&2P&"'>")"*%&<(F%.)*".2*2J()&%',"/<.C")/")"HC(%/&­
mas Mass. One could state that Francis truly blended 
*%&<(FB"@%&C"5'5<*)("$2;'&%'," %," &C%/" .2*2J()&%',0" ),$"
C2"C%A/2*>").&2$")/"&C2"',2"@C'"&''K"&C2"%,%&%)&%;2"),$"
@C'"5('.*)%A2$"&C2"N'B"'>"HC(%/&Z/"J%(&C"JB"/%,F%,F"&C2"
S'/52*"),$"5(2).C%,F:"R'@"&C2/2")(2"'>G.2/"5('52("&'"

Saint Francis, Assisi
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$2).',/:"U'@2;2(0"&C2"&2P&"$'2/",'&"/&)&2"&C)&"-(),.%/0"
)/")"$2).',0"5(2).C2$"during"I)//:"9&"/&)&2/0"praedicat 
deinde"e&C2,"C2"5(2).C2/f0"),$"&C</"%,$%.)&2/"&C)&"-(),­
cis delivered his homily after Mass had been conclud­
2$:"OC%/"@)/")",'(A)*"5('.2$<(20"),$"%&".'<*$";2(B"@2**"
/%F,%>B"&C)&"-(),.%/"5(2).C2$")/"C2"@'<*$",'(A)**B"$'0"
&C)&"%/0")/")".*2(%."$25<&2$"&'"$'"/'"JB"&C2"HC<(.C0"J<&"
,'&" ,2.2//)(%*B" )/" )," '($)%,2$" $2).',0" ),$" .2(&)%,*B"
,'&")/")"5(%2/&0"/%,.2"@2"K,'@"&C)&"C2"@)/",'&")"5(%2/&:

The  deacon’s  function  of  chanting  the  Gospel 
during high Mass has to be seen against the mediaeval 
liturgical  usage. We  shall  return  to  this  theme  in  the 
second subheading of our paper.

?,'&C2("(2>2(2,.2"&'"-(),.%/"@C'"/),F"&C2"S'/­
pel  during Mass  is  that  given  by  the Anonymous  of 
Perugia  and  the Legend  of  Three Companions:" 6'&C"
/52)K")J'<&"&C2"><,.&%',"'>"/%,F%,F"S'/52*"$<(%,F"&C2"
I)//".2*2J()&2$"JB"H)($%,)*"U<F'*%,'")&"&C2"4'(&%<,­
.<*)0"'," &C2"'..)/%',"'>" &C2"F2,2()*".C)5&2(0"J<&" &C2B"
say nothing regarding the fact that Saint Francis sang 
&C2"S'/52*"J2.)</2"C2"@)/")"$2).',:"=2&"</"&)K2")"*''K"
)&"&C2/2"&@'"+'<(.2/]

The Anonymous of Perugia, 43 states: “The Lord 
%,/5%(2$"',2"'>"&C2".)($%,)*/0"U<F'*%,'0"&C2"J%/C'5"'>"
g/&%)0"@C'"*';2$"J*2//2$"-(),.%/"),$"C%/"J('&C2(/";2(B"
A<.C0",'&"A2(2*B")/")" >(%2,$0"J<&"2;2,"A'(2")/")" >)­
&C2(:"MC2,"J*2//2$"-(),.%/"C2)($"'>"C%/"(25<&)&%',0"C2"
approached him […] Then he invited him to come to 
&C2".C)5&2("'>"&C2"J('&C2(/")&"42,&2.'/&:"U2")F(22$"),$"
.)A2" 2).C" B2)(:"MC2,2;2(" C2" .)A20" )**" &C2" J('&C2(/"
F)&C2(2$")&"&C2".C)5&2("@'<*$"F'"%,"5('.2//%',"&'"A22&"
C%A:"?/" &C2B"@2(2" .'A%,F0" C2"@'<*$"$%/A'<,&" >('A"
C%/"C'(/2"),$"F'"',">''&"@%&C"&C2"J('&C2(/"&'"&C2".C<(.C"
J2.)</2"'>"&C2"$2;'&%',"C2"C)$">'("&C2A:"?>&2(@)($"C2"
@'<*$"5(2).C"&'"&C2A"),$".2*2J()&2"I)//"$<(%,F"@C%.C"
J*2//2$"-(),.%/"@'<*$".C),&"&C2"S'/52*:d7

OC2"5)()**2*" &2P&" %," &C2"Legend of Three Com­
panions, 61  states:  “After  the Lord Cardinal  John  of 
+)%,&"4)<*"C)$"$%2$0"&C2"='($"%,/5%(2$"',2"'>"&C2".)($%­
,)*/0"U<F'*%,'0")&"&C)&"&%A2"&C2"J%/C'5"'>"g/&%)0"&'".C2(­
%/C0"5('&2.&0"),$"/<55'(&"-(),.%/"),$"C%/"J('&C2(/:"M%&C"
J<(,%,F"%,&2,/%&B0"C2"C2*$"&C2A"%,")@2")/"%>"C2"@2(2"&C2"
>)&C2("'>"&C2A")**"hij"OC2,"J*2//2$"-(),.%/0"&C),K%,F"
S'$0"&'*$"&C2"*'($".)($%,)*]"bIB"*'($0"9"F*)$*B"@),&"&'"
C);2"B'<")/"&C2">)&C2("),$"5('&2.&'("'>"'<("(2*%F%',0"),$"
9"@),&")**"AB"J('&C2(/"&'"C);2"B'<")*@)B/"(2A2AJ2(2$"
%,"&C2%("5()B2(/:Z"OC2,"J*2//2$"-(),.%/")/K2$"C%A"&'"J2"
5(2/2,&")&"&C2".C)5&2("'>"&C2"J('&C2(/")&"42,&2.'/&:"U2"
%AA2$%)&2*B")F(22$"F().%'</*B0"),$0">('A"&C2,"',0"@)/"
present every year at  their chapter. When he came  to 
&C2" .C)5&2(0" )**" &C2" J('&C2(/"@C'" C)$" F)&C2(2$" )&" &C2"
.C)5&2("@'<*$"F'"%,"5('.2//%',"&'"A22&"C%A:"?/"&C2B"
@2(2")55(').C%,F0"C2"@'<*$"$%/A'<,&">('A"C%/"C'(/2"
),$"F'"',">''&"@%&C"&C2A"&'"&C2".C<(.C"'>"+)%,&"I)(B:"
?>&2(@)($"C2"5(2).C2$" &'" &C2A"),$".2*2J()&2$"I)//0"
$<(%,F"@C%.C"&C2"A),"'>"S'$0"-(),.%/0"@'<*$".C),&"&C2"
Gospel.”8

OC2(2"%/"),'&C2("25%/'$2"%,"@C%.C"-(),.%/"%/"(25­
resented by the biographers as being vested in the vest­

ments of a deacon. This is the episode that has inspired 
&C2" ),',BA'</" 5)%,&2(" e+&2>),'" -%'(2,&%,'3f" K,'@,"
)/" &C2"^I)2/&('"$2**2"82*2d" eI)/&2("'>" &C2";)<*&/f" %,"
the presentation of the Gloriousus Franciscus in one of 
&C2";)<*&/")J';2"&C2")*&)("'>"&C2"*'@2("J)/%*%.)"'>"+)%,&"
Francis  in Assisi  (1315­1320).  The  Saint  is  depicted 
@2)(%,F")"/5*2,$%$"5<(5*2"$)*A)&%."),$"/2)&2$"<5',")"
throne. The account is given to us by Thomas of Celano 
in The Remembrance of the Desire of a Soul0"WVX]

“At  the very same hour  that evening  the glori­
'</" >)&C2(" )552)(2$" &'" ),'&C2(" J('&C2(" '>" 5()%/2@'(­
&CB" *%>20"@C'"@)/")&" &C)&"A'A2,&")J/'(J2$" %,"5()B2(:"
He appeared  to him clothed  in a purple dalmatic and 
>'**'@2$"JB"),"%,,<A2()J*2".('@$"'>"52'5*2:"+2;2()*"
/25)()&2$"&C2A/2*;2/">('A"&C2".('@$"),$"/)%$"&'"&C)&"
J('&C2(]" b9/" &C%/" ,'&"HC(%/&0" J('&C2(3Z"?,$"C2" (25*%2$]"
b9&" %/" C2:Z"g&C2(/" )/K2$" C%A" )F)%,0" /)B%,F]" b9/,Z&" &C%/"
+)%,&"-(),.%/3Z"?,$"&C2"J('&C2("*%K2@%/2"(25*%2$"&C)&"%&"
@)/"C2:"-'("%&"(2)**B"/22A2$"&'"&C)&"J('&C2(0"),$"&'"&C2"
@C'*2".('@$0")/"%>"HC(%/&"),$"+)%,&"-(),.%/"@2(2"',2"
person.”9

OC%/" 25%/'$2" /C'@/" &C)&0" %," VW`DQVW`c0" @C2,"
OC'A)/"'>"H2*),'"@)/"@(%&%,F" &C2"Memoriale  in de­
siderio animae0"&C2"%$2)"'>"&C2".',>'(A%&B"econformi­
tasf"J2&@22,"-(),.%/"),$"HC(%/&"@)/")*(2)$B"$2;2*'5­
%,F" @%&C%," -(),.%/.)," .%(.*2/:" -(),.%/" %/" $25%.&2$" %,"
his apotheosis")/"@2)(%,F")"$2).',Z/"$)*A)&%."'>"('B)*"
5<(5*20"J<&")&"&C2"/)A2"&%A2")/"J2%,F"/'"HC(%/&Q*%K2"&C)&"
%&"/22A/"&C)&"HC(%/&"C%A/2*>"%,"C%/"F*'(B"@2)(/"&C2"$)*­
matic.10

62(,)($"'>"62//20"%,"&C2"Liber de Laudibus sanc­
ti  Francisci  (The  Book  of  Praises  of  Saint  Francisf0"
.C)5&2("[0"5(2/2,&/"&C2"/)A2"25%/'$2]

^9," &C2" ;2(B" C'<(" '>" C%/" 5)//%,F" )@)B0" C2" )5­
52)(2$"&'"k")A',F"'&C2(/"@C'"/)@"C%A")/.2,$%,F"%,&'"
C2);2,"k")"C'*B"J('&C2("@C'"@)/")J/'(J2$"%,"5()B2(:"
U2"@)/"$(2//2$"%,")"5<(5*2"$)*A)&%.0")..'A5),%2$"JB"
),"%,,<A2()J*2".('@$"'>">'**'@2(/"*%K2"&C2"F(2)&2/&"'>"
5(%,.2/"%,"&C2"@',$2(><*"J2)<&B"'>"F*'(B:"?((%;%,F")&")"
;2(B"J2)<&%><*"5*).20")"5)*).2"'>")A)l%,F"/%l2"),$"'>")"
/%,F<*)(")J<,$),.2"'>"/52.%)*"$2*%FC&/0"C2"2,&2(2$"&C2(2"
@%&C")"F*'(%'</".'A5),B"'>"J('&C2(/:d11

The  fact  that  Francis  is  depicted  as  entering 
heaven vested as a deacon indicates that for the medi­
)2;)*"J%'F()5C2(/0"C2"@)/"K,'@,"&'"C);2"J22,")"$2)­
.',0"'(")&"*2)/&0"&'"C);2"><,.&%',2$")/")"$2).',"$<(%,F"
*%&<(F%.)*" .2*2J()&%',/:"MC)&" (2A)%,/" )&" /&)K2" ,'@" %/"
&'" )/.2(&)%,"@C2&C2(" -(),.%/"@)/" &(<*B" '($)%,2$" )/" )"
$2).',0"'("2*/2"@C2&C2("C2").&2$")/")"$2).',"$<(%,F"&C2"
liturgy because of a special concession by ecclesiasti­
.)*"$%/.%5*%,2:"9,"'&C2("@'($/0"@2"C);2"&'"/22"@C2&C2("
@2".),"&(<*B".)**"-(),.%/")"$2).',"%,"&C2".',&2A5'()(B"
/2,/2"'>"&C2"&2(A"%,".),',"*)@0",)A2*B0")/")"A2AJ2("'>"
&C2".*2(FB"@C'"C)/"(2.2%;2$"&C2"/).()A2,&"'>"'($%,)­
&%',"&'"&C2"/&)&2"'>"$2).',0"),$"&'"J2"A'(2"5(2.%/20"&'"
&C2"/&)&2"'>")"52(A),2,&"$2).',0"F%;2,"&C)&"-(),.%/"@)/"
never ordained a priest.
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In what way was Saint Francis 
a deacon?

OC2" +'<(.2/" @2" C);2" N</&" Y<'&2$" /52)K" )J'<&"
Saint Francis as having functioned as a deacon during 
&C2".2*2J()&%',"'>"&C2"HC(%/&A)/"I)//"%,"S(2..%':"9&"%/"
,'@0"C'@2;2(0",2.2//)(B">'("</"&'"<,$2(/&),$"@C)&"2P­
actly  the biographers meant  in  the 13th".2,&<(B0"@C2,"
they describe Francis  as  leviticis  ornamentis  indutus. 
?"/C'(&0"J<&"F''$")(&%.*2"JB"?,$(m"H)**2J)<&0"@(%&&2,"
@)B"J).K"%,"VXWc0"5(';%$2/"/'A2"%,&2(2/&%,F"%,/%FC&/:12

=<K2"M)$$%,F" /&)&2/" &C)&" -(),.%/" @)/"A)$2" )"
$2).',"%,"VWVE0"',"&C2"'..)/%',"'>"&C2")55(';)*"'>"&C2"
primitive Forma Vitae"JB"4'52"9,,'.2,&"999:13 This the­
/%/"@)/",'&")..25&2$"JB"&C2"6'**),$%/&"+<B/K2,/0"@C'"
)F(22/"&C)&"-(),.%/"@)/0"%,$22$")"$2).',0"J<&"&C)&"@2"
C);2",'"%,K*%,F")/"&'"@C2,"C2"J2.)A2"',2"%,"&C2"+'<(.­
2/:"9,")"/&<$B"5<J*%/C2$"%,"Acta Sanctorum0"+<B/K2,/"
states that Francis received the diaconate in an interme­
$%)&2"$)&2"J2&@22,"&C2")55(';)*"'>"&C2"G(/&"n<*2"%,"VWEX"
),$"&C2"$2)&C"'>"H)($%,)*"_'C,"'>"+)%,&"4)<*"%,"VWV\0"
'("A)BJ2")('<,$"&C2"$2)&C"'>"9,,'.2,&"999"%,"VWVD:"U2"
)*/'"/&)&2/"&C)&"%&"@)/",'&"&C2"4'52"@C'".',>2((2$"&C2"
/<J$%).',)&2" ),$" &C2"$%).',)&2" &'"-(),.%/0" J<&" ()&C2("
bishop Guido of Assisi.

The fact that the 1924 edition of Roman Marty­
rology gives  the  title of Levita" &'"+)%,&"-(),.%/0" %,$%­
.)&2/" &C)&" &C2"HC<(.C"$%$",'&"'>G.%)**B")*@)B/"(2.'F­
,%/2"-(),.%/")/")"$2).',0"@C2(2)/"&C2"+'<(.2/")(2"Y<%&2"
2P5*%.%&" %," %,$%.)&%,F" &C)&" -(),.%/"@)/" )" $2).',:"OC2"
,2@"2$%&%',"'>"&C2"n'A),Q+2()5C%."J(2;%)(B"C)/")J'*­
%/C2$" &C2" &%&*2" '>" $2).'," &C)&" @)/" ,'(A)**B" F%;2," &'"
+)%,&"-(),.%/:"OC%/"%/"),"%,$%.)&%',"&C)&"&C2(2"2P%/&/",'"
universal agreement as to the nature of Francis’ diacon­
)&20"'(" &'"J2"A'(2"5(2.%/20")/" &'"@C2&C2("-(),.%/"@)/"
actually ordained as a deacon or simply functioned as 
one for practical reasons.

The document entitled The Identity of the Fran­
ciscan Order  in  the Moment  of  its  Foundation0" 5<J­
lished on 23rd"12.2AJ2("VXX["JB"&C2"H',>2(2,.2"'>"&C2"
I%,%/&2(/"S2,2()*" '>" &C2" -%(/&"g($2(" ),$"Ogn014" 2P­
5*)%,/"&C2">).&"&C)&"+)%,&"-(),.%/"@)/"$2).',"JB"),)*B/­
%,F"@C)&"J2%,F")"$2).',"A2),&"$<(%,F"&C2"Voth century. 
OC2"F('<5"'>"/.C'*)(/"@C'"@'(K2$"<5',"&C2"$'.<A2,&"
also addressed the issue of Francis’ diaconate:

^OC2")>G(A)&%',"&C)&"-(),.%/"@)/")"$2).',"eJ<&"
@C2,"@)/"C2"'($)%,2$3f"$'2/",'&".',&()$%.&" &C2">).&/"
@2" C);2" <,$2(*%,2$" )J';2:"g," &C2" .',&()(B0"@%&C" )**"
5('J)J%*%&B0"@2"A</&" 2P5*)%," &C2" b$%).',)&2Z" '>"-(),­
.%/")..'($%,F"&'"&C%/"'($2("'>"%$2)/:"M2".),,'&"2P.*<$2"
&C)&"-(),.%/Z"$%).',)&2"e@C%.C"%/"A'(2"5(2/<A2$"&C),"
proved) has  to be understood against  the  faculty  that 
&C2"62,2$%.&%,2"n<*2".',.2$2$"),$".',.2$2/"&'"&C2")J­
J'&"&'"/%,F"&C2"S'/52*"e@%&C"/'A2"@'($/"'>".'AA2,­
&)(Bf0"@2)(%,F" *%&<(F%.)*" ;2/&A2,&/" e.C)5&2(" VVf:"OC%/"

.'<*$"J2"&C2"A2),%,F"'>"&C2"2P5(2//%',"leviticis orna­
mentis  indutus" </2$" JB" H2*),'" eVH" [Df0" @C2," -(),­
.%/0"A)K%,F"</2"'>" &C2" >).<*&B"F%;2,"JB".'AA'," *)@"
&'" )" *)B" /<52(%'(0" /),F" &C2"S'/52*" )&"S(2..%'" $<(%,F"
&C2"HC(%/&A)/",%FC&"I)//:"M2"/C'<*$",'&">'(F2&"&C)&0")&"
&C2"&%A2"'>"-(),.%/0"&C2"52(A),2,&"$%).',)&2"C)$">)**2,"
%,"$%/</2:"?**" &C%/0" 'J;%'</*B0" C)/" ,'&C%,F" &'" $'"@%&C"
&C2")>G(A)&%',"&C)&"62,2$%.&"),$"-(),.%/"(2,'<,.2$"&'"
the priesthood on the grounds of humility (they did not 
2;2,".'AA2,.2"),B">'(A)&%;2"N'<(,2B"&'@)($/"5(%2/&­
hood).”

The Rule of Saint Benedict0"%,".C)5&2("VV0"/&)&2/"
&C)&"^&C2"?JJ'&"/C)**"(2)$"&C2"*2//',">('A"&C2"J''K"'>"
&C2"S'/52*/d")&" &C2"2,$"'>"&C2",%FC&"'>G.2"'>"I)&%,/:"
U'@2;2(" %&" $'2/" ,'&"A2,&%'," ),B&C%,F" (2F)($%,F" &C2"
>).&"&C)&"&C2"?JJ'&"@2)(/"),B"5)(&%.<*)("*%&<(F%.)*";2/&­
A2,&/0" ),$" .2(&)%,*B" &C2" (2>2(2,.2" %/" &'" &C2" '>G.2" '>"
I)&%,/" ),$" ,'&" &'"I)//:"MC2," 9" 52(/',)**B" )/K2$" )"
62,2$%.&%,2"A',K" &'" 2P5*)%," &'"A2" &C%/"5)(&%.<*)(" *%­
&<(F%.)*"</)F2"'<&*%,2$"%,"&C2"$'.<A2,&"9"C);2"Y<'&2$0"
C2"),/@2(2$"&C)&"C2"C)$",2;2("C2)($"'>"/<.C")"*%&<(F%.)*"
custom in his Order.

A study of the history of the diaconate15"/C'@/"
&C)&0"$<(%,F"&C2"I%$$*2"?F2/0"&C2"'>G.2"'>"$2).',"C)$"
J2.'A20"%,"a)(*"n)C,2(Z/"@'($/0"^.*'/2"&'"J2%,F"*2F)*"
G.&%',:d

The Church from the 4th century till the time of 
HC)(*2A)F,2"F()$<)**B"*'/&"&C2"'(%F%,)*"/%F,%G.),.2"'>"
&C2"$%).',)&20" )/" )" /52.%G."A%,%/&(B"'>" .C)(%&B" %," &C2"
community. The deacons began to abandon their origi­
,)*"><,.&%',/0"),$"5(%2/&/"J2F),"&'")//<A2"&C2"*%&<(F%.)*"
duties  that had previously been reserved for deacons. 
Already during  the 5th  century  the ecclesiastical hier­
)(.CB"@)/"A)$2"<5"'>"J%/C'5/0"5(%2/&/"),$"A%,%/&2(/"'>"
;)(%'</"(),K/0"&C)&"2P2(.%/2$"><,.&%',/"&C)&".'A5(%/2$"
the states of ostiarius0"2P'(.%/&0"*2.&'(0").'*B&20"/<J$2)­
.'," ),$" $2).',:"OC</0" JB" &C2" &%A2" '>" +)%,&" -(),.%/0"
these  ministries  had  become  stepping­stones  on  the 
(')$" &'"5(%2/&C''$:" 9,"n'A20"),B"HC<(.C"'>G.%)*0"JB"
the 9th".2,&<(B0"C)$" &'"J2")&" *2)/&")"/<J$2).',:" 9,".)­
thedral churches the functions of the canon archdeacon 
absorbed all the duties that had formerly been the com­
petence of deacons. Thus the diaconate became closer 
to the subdiaconate than to the priesthood as a state in 
the Church.

OC2"$%>></%',"'>"A',)/&%.%/A"$2)*&"),'&C2("J*'@"
to the diaconate. Whereas during the early centuries the 
@'(K"'>".C)(%&B"&'@)($/"&C2"5''("@)/"&C2"/'*2".'A52­
&2,.2"'>"$2).',/0"@%&C"&C2")$;2,&"'>"A',)/&%.%/A",2@"
%,/&%&<&%',/" L'<(%/C2$" %," )%$" '>" &C2" 5''(0" 5)(&%.<*)(*B"
%,"%,/&%&<&2/"'>"2$<.)&%',"),$"%,",2@")F(%.<*&<()*"&2.C­
,%Y<2/:"OC</"&C2"@'(K/"'>".C)(%&B"5)//2$"',">('A"&C2"
$2).',"&'"&C2"A',K:"OC%/"/&)&2"'>")>>)%(/"@)/"2;2,"A'(2"
2;%$2,&"@%&C"&C2"J%(&C"'>"&C2"A2,$%.),&"g($2(/0"5)(&%.<­
*)(*B"&C2"-(%)(/"I%,'(0"@C'/2";'.)&%',".'A52**2$"&C2A"
&'"A%,%/&2("&'"&C2"5''("JB"/C)(%,F"&C2%("*'&"),$"@'(K%,F"
@%&C"&C2A0"),$"&'"/2(;2"&C2"*252(/"),$"&C2"/%.K:
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Another interesting factor regarding the diacon­
)&2"@)/" &C)&0"$<(%,F" &C2"-%(/&"=)&2(),"H'<,.%*" eVVWof"
),$"&C2"+2.',$"=)&2(),"H'<,.%*"eVVoXf0"&C2"'J*%F)&%',"
'>".2*%J).B"',"5(%2/&/"@)/"2,>'(.2$0"),$"@)/")*/'"2P­
&2,$2$"&'"%,.*<$2"$2).',/"),$"/<J$2).',/:"U2,.20"&C2"
2P2(.%/2"'>"&C2"$%).',)&2")/K2$">'(")".2*%J)&2"*%>2"&C)&"
@)/".C)().&2(%/&%." %,"&C2".)/2"'>"A',K/"),$0" *)&2("',0"
'>"A2,$%.),&"(2*%F%'</:"9,"&C%/"@)B"&C2"$%).',)&2")/")"
52(A),2,&" %,/&%&<&%'," %," &C2" HC<(.C" @)/" )J),$',2$:"
OC%/0"%,">).&0"%/"',2"'>"&C2"5('J*2A/"(2F)($%,F"-(),.%/Z"
$%).',)&20"/%,.2"$<(%,F"&C2"Voth".2,&<(B"&C2(2"@2(2",'"
52(A),2,&"$2).',/"%,"&C2"HC<(.C"%,"&C2"@)B"@2"K,'@"
them today.

9," &C2" *%&<(FB" &C2" $2).'," .'<*$" ',*B" 2P2(.%/2"
some  functions  reserved  to  the  candidates  for  priest­
C''$:"U2"J2.)A2"/%A5*B")"52(/',"@C'"C)$")"*%&<(F%.)*"
><,.&%',0"&C)&"@)/",'&"',*B"C%/0"J<&"&C)&".'<*$")*/'"J2"
2P2(.%/2$"JB"5(%2/&/"),$"&C)&"C)$"&'"J2"/C)(2$"JB"'&C2("
A%,%/&2(/"'>"%,>2(%'("(),K0"*%K2"/<J$2).',/0"*2.&'(/0").­
'*B&2/"),$"&C2"*%K2:

MC)&0"&C2(2>'(20".),"@2"/&)&2"JB"@)B"'>".',.*<­
sion  regarding  the  fact  that  Francis  is  presented  as  a 
$2).',"JB"&C2"+'<(.2/"@2"C);2"),)*B/2$3"-%(/&"'>")**0"
@2"C);2",'"5(''>" &C)&"-(),.%/"@)/0" %," >).&0" '($)%,2$"
)/")"$2).',0">'("&C2"/%A5*2"(2)/',"&C)&"&C2"+'<(.2/")(2"
silent about this and because ordination to the diacon­
)&2"@)/"(2/2(;2$"&'".),$%$)&2/">'("5(%2/&C''$0"),$"&C2(2"
@)/",'"/&)&2"'>"52(A),2,&"$%).',)&2"%,"&C2"Voth century. 
MC)&"@2".),"/)B"%/"&C)&"-(),.%/"5('J)J*B"C)$"(2.2%;2$"

/'A2"K%,$"'>"52(A%//%',"&'"><,.&%',")/")"$2).',"$<(­
%,F" *%&<(F%.)*" .2*2J()&%',/" %," /'*2A,"A'A2,&/"@%&C%,"
&C2".',G,2/"'>"&C2">()&2(,%&B0"),$"&C2/2"><,.&%',/".'<*$"
@2**"C);2"J22,"5)(&"),$"5)(.2*"'>"2..*2/%)/&%.)*"A2$%­
)2;)*"</)F2"%,"A',)/&%.".%(.*2/0"&C)&"@)/"&C2,")55*%2$"
)*/'"&'"&C2"A2,$%.),&"g($2(/:"OC</0"%,"'<(".',&2A5'­
()(B"A%,$/2&0"-(),.%/"@'<*$",2;2("C);2"J22,"(2F)($2$"
)/")".*2(%.0"J<&")/")"*)BA),:"U'@2;2(0"%,"&C2"A2$%)2;)*"
A%,$/2&0"-(),.%/"@)/")"clericus0"/%,.2"&C2"/&)&2"'>".*2(%."
%,.*<$2$")*/'"A%,'("'($2(/:"?/"&'"C'@"C2").Y<%(2$"&C2"
permission  to  function  as  a  deacon  during Mass  re­
A)%,/")"AB/&2(B"&C)&".),,'&"J2"/'*;2$0"2P.25&"JB"&C2"
supposition that Francis enjoyed some special privilege 
to this effect.

9," C%/" .',&(%J<&%'," &'" &C2" Y<2/&%'," H)**2J)<&"
()%/2/"),"%A5'(&),&"5'%,&"&C)&".),,'&"J2"';2(*''K2$:"U2"
/&)&2/"&C)&0"%,"C%/"@(%&%,F/0"-(),.%/"'>&2,"/52)K/")J'<&"
reverence to the body and blood of the Lord and about 
&C2".)(2"&C)&"C%/">(%)(/"@2(2"&'"/C'@"&'@)($/".C<(.C2/0"
)*&)(/0" ),$" /).(2$" ><(,%/C%,F/:"MC2," C2" )$A',%/C2/"
C%/">(%)(/")J'<&"&C%/"$<&B0"-(),.%/")*@)B/"</2/"&C2"G(/&"
52(/',"5*<()*0")/"%>"C2"%/" %,.*<$%,F"C%A/2*>"@%&C%,"&C2"
F('<5"'>".*2(%./0"&'"@C'A"C2"@(%&2/:

9,"C%/"Letter to the Clergy Francis includes him­
/2*>")A',F"&C2".*2(%./"),$"/&)&2/]"^=2&")**"'>"</0".*2(­
FBA2,0".',/%$2("&C2"F(2)&"/%,"),$"&C2"%F,'(),.2"/'A2"
C);2" &'@)($" &C2" A'/&" C'*B" 6'$B" ),$" 6*''$" '>" '<("
='($"_2/</"HC(%/&"),$"U%/"A'/&"C'*B",)A2/"),$"@(%&&2,"
@'($/"&C)&".',/2.()&2"U%/"6'$B:d16

Cammino San Francesco, Santuario, Grotta, Greccio
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MC2," C2" @(%&2/" &'" &C2" @C'*2" g($2(0" -(),.%/"
)$$(2//2/"5)(&%.<*)("@'($/" &'" &C2"J('&C2("5(%2/&/0" ),$"
%,.*<$2/"C%A/2*>")A',F"&C'/2"@C'")(2"$25<&2$"&'"&C2"
(2/5',/%J%*%&B" '>" &C2" .)(2" '>" *%&<(F%.)*" 'JN2.&/:" R'@"
&C%/" $<&B" 52(&)%,/" %," )" 5)(&%.<*)("@)B" &'" &C2"A%,%/&(B"
or function of  the deacon during Mass. These are the 
@'($/"'>"+)%,&"-(),.%/"%,"&C2"Letter to the Entire Order:

^M2"@C'")(2"A'(2"2/52.%)**B".C)(F2$"@%&C"$%­
vine  responsibilities  must  not  only  listen  to  and  do 
@C)&" &C2"='($" /)B/" J<&" )*/'" .)(2" >'(" &C2" ;2//2*/" ),$"
'&C2("*%&<(F%.)*"'JN2.&/"&C)&".',&)%,"U%/"C'*B"@'($/"%,"
order to impress on ourselves the sublimity of our Cre­
ator and our subjection to Him.”17

MC)&" %/"'>"A'(2" %A5'(&),.2" &'"</0"C'@2;2(0" %/"
&C2"/5%(%&"'>"/2(;%.2"),$"*';2"&'@)($/"&C2"5''("&C)&".C)(­
).&2(%/2$"-(),.%/0"),$"A)$2"C%A").&")/")" &(<2"$2).',"
in the theological sense of the term. His service to the 
*252(/0"C%/"*';2"&'"&C2"J('&C2(/0"C%/"5('>'<,$"C<A%*%&B0"
)**"5'%,&" &'"C%/"$%(2.&%',:" 9," &C2"Earlier Rule0"-(),.%/"
(2>2(/"&'"&C2",)A2"'>"&C2"J('&C2(/")/">(%)(/"A%,'(0"),$"
%,$%.)&2/"&C2"/52.%G."F2/&<(2"'>"HC(%/&"@C'"@)/C2/"&C2"
disciples’ feet as a true deacon: “Let no one be called 
5(%'(0"J<&"*2&"2;2(B',2"%,"F2,2()*"J2".)**2$")">(%)("A%­
,'(:"=2&"',2"@)/C"&C2">22&"'>"&C2"'&C2(:d18

The  image of  the Gloriosus Franciscus  on  the 
;)<*&")J';2"&C2"A)%,")*&)("'>"&C2"*'@2("6)/%*%.)"'>"+)%,&"
-(),.%/" %/" &(<*B" /BAJ'*%.:"OC2"HC(%/&Q*%K2" >2)&<(2/" '>"
+)%,&"-(),.%/")(2"(25(2/2,&2$"%,")(&"JB"&C2"GF<(2"'>"&C2"
$2).',"/2)&2$"',")"&C(',20"&'"/%F,%>B"&C2"(2F)*"Y<)*%&%2/"
'>"/2(;%.2" %," &C2"/5%(%&"'>"HC(%/&0"@C'".)A2",'&" &'"J2"
/2(;2$"J<&"&'"/2(;20"),$"@C'"%/"&C</"&C2"',2"@C'"&(<*B"
)552)(/"%,"&C2";2/&A2,&/"'>"&C2"=2;%&2/0"),$"@C'"-(),­
.%/"%A%&)&2/"%,@)($*B"%,"C%/"C<AJ*2"/5%(%&"'>"/2(;%.2"),$"
'<&@)($*B"@C2,"C2")552)(/"&'"J2" leviticis ornamentis 
indutus.

#R1RgO#+]

1   Cfr. Catholic Encyclopaedia on line at C&&5]pp@@@:,2@)$;2,&:
org/cathen/06221a.htm. The Franciscan calendar has indicated 
&C)&"-(),.%/"@)/")"$2).',"<,&%*">)%(*B"(2.2,&*B:"OC2"Martyrolo­
gium  Romanum0" '," `th" g.&'J2(0" )*/'" /&)&2/" &C)&" -(),.%/" @)/"
a Levita0" &C)&" %/0" )" $2).',]"Assísii,  in Umbria,  natális  sancti 
Francísci,  Levítæ  et  Confessóris;  qui  trium  Ordinum,  scíli­
cet Fratrum Minórum, Páuperum Dominárum, ac Fratrum et 
Sorórum de Pæniténtia Fundátor éxstitit.

2  "n2F)($%,F"-(),.%/")/"$2).',0".>(:"A. CALLEBAUT, “Saint 
-(),q'%/" =r;%&20d" Archivum  Franciscanum  Historicum 
20  (1927) 193­196; MARIANO D’ALATRI, San Francesco 
d’Assisi, Diacono nella Chiesa0"9/&%&<&'"+&'(%.'"$2%"H)5­
5<..%,%0"n'A2"VXcc:

3  " VH" [\Q[D" e-?#1" 90" W\\QW\Df:" =)&%," &2P&" %," Fontes 
Franciscani0" )" .<()" $%" E.  MENESTÒ  e  S.  BRUFALI0" #$­
%l%',%"4'(l%<,.'*)0"?//%/%"VXX\0"oDEQoDV]"Appropinqua­
vit autem dies  laetitiae,  tempus exsultationis advenit. E 
pluribus locis vocati sunt fratres: viri et mulieres terrae 
illius, secundum posse suum, exsultantibus animis cereos 
et faces praeparant ad illuminandam noctem, quae scin­
tillanti sidere dies omnes  illuminavit etannos. Venit de­
nique sanctus Dei et inveniens omnia praeparata, vidit et 
gavisus est. Et quidem praeparatur praesepium, appor­
tatur  foenum,  bos  et  asinus  adducuntur. Honoratur  ibi 
simplicitas, exaltatur paupertas, humilitas commendatur 
et quasi nova Bethlehem de Graecio facta est. Illumina­
tur nox ut dies, et hominibus atque animalibus deliciosa 
exsistit. Adveniunt populi et ad novum mysterium novis 
gaudiis  adlaetentur.  Personat  silva  voces  et  iubilanti­
bus  rupes  respondent.  Cantant  fratres,  Domino  laudes 
debitas persolventes, et tota nox iubilatione resultat. Stat 
sanctus Dei coram praesaepio, suspiriis plenus, pietate 
contritus et mirabili guadio superfusus. Celebrantur mis­
sarum solemnia supra praesaepe et nova fruitur conso­
latione sacerdos. Induitur sanctus Dei leviticis ornamen­
tis, quia levita erat, et voce sonora sanctum Evangelium 
cantat.

4   Breviarium Romanum0" VEth"?<F</&0" -2)/&" '>" +&:" =)@­
(2,.20"),&%5C',")&"!"#$%&'"(: Levita Laurentius bonum 
opus operatus est.

5  " =_+" \`" e-?#1" 90" `EDf:" =)&%," &2P&" %,"Fontes  Francis­
cani0" VEc`QVEc\]"Advenit  denique  nox  solemnis,  ader­
atque beatus Franciscus,  pluribus  illic  secum  fratribus 
adunatis. Praeparato itaque praesaepio foenum imponi­
tur,  adducti  bos  et  asinus  ad  praesaepium  collocantur, 
)(* +%'* ',-*#",.%/*0%#%1%")*')1)23)+* %$'/4"$(,35*6/$7,­
ente  igitur  e  diversis  locis  multitudine  populi,  fact  est 
nox  illa  iucunditatis  insolitae  plena,  facta  est  cereis  et 
facibus  luminosa,  novoque  ritu  celebrantur  Bethlehem 
novae  solemnia.  Fratres  quoque  laudes  Domino  debi­
tas exsolvebant; sed et cuncti qui aderant novis laetitiae 
canticis applaudebant. Stabat autem coram praesaepio 
beatus Francisus; stabat, inquam, suspiriis prae gaudio 
plenus; stabat  indicibili suavitate perfusus. Tandem su­
per ipsum praesaepe sacra missarum aguntur solemnia, 
cum  et  ipse  sanctus Dei  levita,  solemnibus  ornamentis 
indutus, Evangelium voce sonora pronuntiat, ac deinde 

Benozzo Gozzoli, Greccio
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8/8,1/* .)* $"(/* %$* 9)(41)4)-* :)#)* 8",8)3)* -)11%7,"*
praedicat. Tanta vero pietatis dulcedine circa  iam dicti 
:)#%+*";&'%)2"(,3*%$;"$(%"-<*,(<*+%*=,"$./*>)+,-*643%+­
tum nominare deberet, ipsum veluti balbutiens «puerum 
de Bethlehem» prae nimia amoris teneritudine nuncupa­
ret. 

6  "=IN"VE0c"e-?#1"990"DVEf:"=)&%,"&2P&"%,"Fontes Francis­
cani0"[D[]"Contigit autem anno tertio ante obitum suum, 
ut  memoriam  nativitatis  pueri  Iesu  ad  devotionem  ex­
citandam apud  castrum Graecii  disponeret  agere,  cum 
quanto maiore solemnitate valeret. Ne vero hoc novitati 
8/++)(*".+'3%2%<*"*?,--/*@/$(%&')*8)(%("*)(*/2()$("* 1%­
centia,  fecit  praeparari  praesepium,  apportari  foenum, 
bovem et asinum ad  locum adduci. Advocantur  fratres, 
adveniunt populi, personat silva voces, et venerabilis illa 
nox  luminibus copiosis et claris  laudibusque sonoris et 
'/$+/$%+*)(*+81)$.)$+*);&'%(,3*)(*+/1)-$%+5*?("2"(*0%3*A)%*
coram praesepio pietate  repletus,  respersus  lacrimis  et 
gaudio superfusus. Celebrantur missarum solemnia su­
per praesepe,  levita Christi Francisco sacrum Evange­
lium decantante. Praedicat  deinde  populo  circumstanti 
de nativitate pauperis Regis, quem, cum nominare vellet, 
puerum de Bethlehem prae amoris teneritudine nuncup­
abat.

7  "?4"`o"e-?#1"990"\\Q\Df:"=)&%,"&2P&"%,"Fontes Francis­
cani0"Vo`DQVo`c]"Post hoc inspiravit Dominus quendam 
de Cardinalibus nomine Hugolinum Episcopum Ostien­
sem, qui beatum Franciscum et fratres eius dilexit intime, 
non sicut amicus tantum, sed potius tamquam pater. Au­
dita autem fama illius, accessit ad eum beatus Francis­
cus [...] Deinde rogavit eum ut venire ad Capitulum fra­
trum  in Pentecosten dignaretur. At  ille annuit,  et  annis 
singulis veniebat. Quando autem veniebat, exibant ei ob­
viam processionaliter fratres omnes in Capitulo congre­
gati. Ille vero, venientibus fratribus, descendebat de equo 
et ibat pedes cum fratribus usque ad Ecclesiam propter 
devotionem quam erga ipsos habebat. Et eis sermonem 
postmodum  faciebat,  et  celebrabat  Missam,  et  beatus 
Franciscus Evangelium decantabat.

8  "=oH"DV"e-?#1"990"VE`f:"=)&%,"&2P&"%,"Fontes Franciscani0"
1433­1434: Defuncto  vero  domino  Iohanne  de  Sancto 
Paulo,  inspiravit Dominus uni  ex  cardinalibus, nomine 
Hugolino, tunc Ostiensi episcopo, ut beatum Francisca­
num et fratres eius intime diligeret, protegeret et foveret. 
Qui revera ferventissime se habuit circa eos ac si esset 
omnium pater,  immo plus quam patris carnalis dilectio 
".* '"3$"1)+* &1%/+* $"(,3"1%()3* +)* )B()$."(<* "-/3* 4,%,+­
modi spiritualiter efferbuit ad virum Dei cum suis fratri­
bus diligendum in Domino et fovendum [...] Tunc beatus 
Franciscus, gratias Deo agens, dixit eidem domino car­
dinali: «Libenter volo, domine, vos habere in patrem et 
protectorem nostrae religionis, et volo quod omnes fra­
tres habeant vos semper in suis orationibus recommen­
datum». Postea rogavit eum beatus Franciscus ut in Pen­
tecoste dignaretur fratrum capitulo interesse. Qui statim 
benigne assensit, atque ex tunc interfuit eorum capitulo 
omni anno. Quando vero ad capitulum veniebat, exibant 
processionaliter obviam ei omnes fratres in capitulo con­
gregati. Ille autem, venientibus fratribus, descendebat de 
equo et ibat pedes cum eis usque ad ecclesiam Sanctae 

Mariae. Eisque postea faciebat sermonem et celebrabat 
missam in qua vir Dei Franciscus evangelium decanta­
bat.

9  "WH"WVX"e-?#1"990"o[Xf:"=)&%,"&2P&"%,"Fontes Franciscani0"
634­635: Alteri fratri vitae laudabilis, tunc temporis ora­
tioni  suspenso,  nocte  illa  et  hora,  gloriosus  pater  pur­
purea dalmatica vestitus apparuit, quem turba hominum 
innumera  sequebatur.  A  qua  se  plurimi  sequestrantes, 
dixerunt ad fratrem: «Nonne hic est Christus, o frater?» 
Et ille dicebat: «Ipse est.» Alii vero iterum perquirebant 
dicentes: «Nonne hic est sanctus Franciscus?» Frater ip­
sum esse similiter respondebat. Videbatur revera fratri et 
omnium comitantium turbae, quod Christi et beati Fran­
cisci una persona foret.

10   For  the historical origin of  the dalmatic  as  a deacon’s 
*%&<(F%.)*" ;2/&A2,&0" .>(:" J.  BRAUN," ^1)*A)&%.0Z" %," The 
Catholic Encyclopedia0"n'J2(&"?552*&',"H'A5),B0"R2@"
s'(K"VXE[0"8'*:"`:"OC2")(&%.*2".),"J2"(2&(%2;2$"%,"http://
@@@:,2@)$;2,&:'(Fp.)&C2,pE`DE[):C&A

11  "64(".:["e-?#1"9990"DDf:"=)&%,"&2P&"%,"Fontes Franciscani0"
1285­1286: In ipsa transitus sui hora inter alios, quibus 
visus est ascendens in coelum, fratri cuidam, viro sancto 
in oratione suspenso, purpream indutus dalmaticam cum 
innumera sequentium turba tamquam princeps maximus 
in  admirabili  gloriae  decore  apparuit;  qui  tandem  ad 
amoenissima loca perveniens, palatium mirae magnitu­
dinis et singularis deliciarum plenitudinis intravit multo­
rum ibi fratrum praeditus gloriosa comitiva.

12   A. CALLEBAUT,"^+)%,&"-(),q'%/"=r;%&20d"Archivum Fran­
ciscanum Historicum 20 (1927) 193­196.

13   LUKE WADDING, Annales Minorum0"8'*:"90")$"),:"VWVE0"
VD"eH'**2F%<A"+:"6',);2,&<()2"?$"H*)()/"?Y<)/0"t<)()­
cchi 1931): C;&3-"(*",()-*!"3%"$,+*)B*D)#)$."*(3%,-*
sociorum,  a  quo  non  dissentit  Bonaventura,  concessas 
has  coronas  Laicis,  tam  ob  ministerium  Sacerdotum, 
quam  ut  cum  eisdem  Dei  verbo  praedicando  incum­
2)3)$(E*%.=,)*8/+(*4")'*/2()$(,-*"*@/$(%&')*8)3*+,83"*
nominatum Cardinalem Sabinensem Episcopum, ut ipse 
Sanctissimus  Dominus  Laicos  omnes  minoribus  or­
dinibus,  et  Franciscum  usque  ad Diaconatum  donaret, 
solemnemque  ipse  in  suis  manibus  omnium  reciperet 
professionem, et vota probaret de hujusmodi observando 
Instituto.

14   CONFERENZE DEI MINISTRI GENERALI DEL PRIMO ORDINE E 
TOR," ^=Z9$2,&%&u" $2**Zg($%,2"-(),.2/.),'",2*" /<'"A'­
A2,&'">',$)&%;'0d"Acta Ordinis Fratrum Minorum0"8'*:"
VVX0"-)/.:"W"eI)BQ?<F</&"VXXXf:

15    GOTTFRIED HAMMANN,  Storia  del  Diaconato.  Dal  cris­
tianesimo delle origini ai riformatori Protestanti del XVI 
secolo0"#$%l%',%"t%Y)N',"WEE`:

16  "V=&H*"V"e-?#1"90"\Wf:

17  "=&g($"o`"e-?#1"90"VVXf:
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During  the weekly  audience  speech on  3rd  and 
10th March 2010, Pope Benedict XVI spoke about Saint 
Bonaventure of Bagnoregio, within  the context of his 
catecheses  on  the Mendicant Orders. We  present  the 
Pope’s speech in the English version that can be down­
1/".).*"(*(4)*/;&'%"1*F)2+%()*/;*(4)*G3.)3*/;*H3%"3+*!%­
nor C&&5]pp@@@:'>A:'(Fp'>A

12)("J('&C2(/"),$"/%/&2(/0
O'$)B"9"@'<*$"*%K2"&'"/52)K")J'<&"+&:"6',);2,­

&<(2"'>"6)F,'(2F%':"9".',G$2"&'"B'<"&C)&"',"5('5'/%,F"
&C%/"&C2A2"9">22*")".2(&)%,",'/&)*F%)"J2.)</2"9"(2A2A­
J2("&C2"(2/2)(.C"&C)&0")/")"B'<,F"/.C'*)(0"9".)((%2$"'<&"
5(2.%/2*B"',"&C%/")<&C'(0"@C'A"9"5)(&%.<*)(*B"2/&22A"h90"
&''0"C);2")" >',$,2//"'>"+)%,&"6',);2,&<(2"),$"9"G,$"
C%/" @(%&%,F/" 5)(&%.<*)(*B" >)/.%,)&%,Fj:" U%/" K,'@*2$F2"
C)/"J22,"'>",'"/A)**"%,L<2,.2"%,"AB">'(A)&%',:"M%&C"
F(2)&"N'B"9"@2,&"',"5%*F(%A)F2")">2@"A',&C/")F'"&'"C%/"
J%(&C5*).20"6)F,'(2F%'0")"/A)**"9&)*%),".%&B0"%,"=)&%<A0"
@C%.C";2,2()&2/"C%/"A2A'(B:

6'(,"5('J)J*B"%,"VWVc0"C2"$%2$"%,"VWc`v"C2"*%;2$"
in the 13th".2,&<(B0"),")F2"%,"@C%.C"&C2"HC(%/&%),">)%&C0"
5('>'<,$*B"52(A2)&%,F"&C2".<*&<(2"),$"/'.%2&B"'>"#<­
('520"%,/5%(2$"%AA'(&)*"@'(K/"%,"&C2"G2*$"'>"*%&2()&<(20"
;%/<)*" )(&/0" 5C%*'/'5CB" ),$" &C2'*'FB:" +&(%K%,F" )A',F"
&C2"F(2)&"HC(%/&%),"GF<(2/"@C'".',&(%J<&2$"&'"&C2".'A­
5'/%&%',"'>"&C%/"C)(A',B"J2&@22,">)%&C"),$".<*&<(2"%/0"
5(2.%/2*B0"6',);2,&<(20"A),"'>").&%',"),$"'>".',&2A­
5*)&%',0"'>"5('>'<,$"5%2&B"),$"'>"5(<$2,.2"%,"F';2(,­
ing.

U2"@)/".)**2$"_'C,"'>"-%$),l):"?,"%,.%$2,&"&C)&"
'..<((2$"@C2,"C2"@)/"/&%**")"J'B"5('>'<,$*B"A)(K2$"
C%/"*%>20")/"C2"C%A/2*>"(2*)&2/:"U2"C)$"J22,")>>2.&2$"JB")"
/2(%'</"%**,2//"),$",'&"2;2,"C%/">)&C2(0"@C'"@)/")"$'.­
&'(0"C'52$"&'"/);2"C%A">('A"$2)&C:"U%/"A'&C2(")552)*2$"
&C2," &'" &C2" %,&2(.2//%',"'>"+&:"-(),.%/"'>"?//%/%0" .),­
',%l2$")"/C'(&" &%A2"2)(*%2(:"?,$"_'C,"@)/".<(2$:"OC2"
GF<(2"'>"&C2"4';2(2**'"'>"?//%/%"J2.)A2"2;2,"A'(2">)­
A%*%)(")"B2)("*)&2(0"@C2,"C2"@)/"%,"4)(%/0"@C2(2"C2"C)$"
gone  for his  studies. He had obtained  the diploma of 
I)/&2("'>"?(&/0"@C%.C"@2".'<*$".'A5)(2" &'" &C)&"'>")"
5(2/&%F%'</"/2.',$)(B"/.C''*"'>"'<("&%A2:"?&"&C)&"5'%,&0"
)/"/'"A),B"B'<,F"52'5*2"'>"&C2"5)/&"),$")*/'"'>"&'$)B0"
_'C,")/K2$"C%A/2*>")".(<.%)*"Y<2/&%',]"^MC)&"A</&"9"$'"
@%&C"AB"*%>23d"-)/.%,)&2$"JB"&C2"@%&,2//"'>">2(;'<("),$"
2;),F2*%.)*"()$%.)*%/A"'>"&C2"-(%)(/"I%,'(0"@C'"C)$")(­
(%;2$"%,"4)(%/"%,"VWVX0"_'C,"K,'.K2$"',"&C2"$''(/"'>"&C2"
-(),.%/.),"A',)/&2(B"'>"&C)&".%&B0"),$")/K2$"&'"J2"(2­

ceived in the great family of the disciples of St. Francis.
I),B"B2)(/" *)&2(0" C2" 2P5*)%,2$" &C2" (2)/',/" >'("

C%/" .C'%.2]"U2" (2.'F,%l2$" &C2" ).&%'," '>"HC(%/&" %," +&:"
-(),.%/" ),$" %," &C2" A';2A2,&" C2" %,%&%)&2$:" U2" @('&2"
&C</" %," )" *2&&2(" )$$(2//2$" &'" ),'&C2(" >(%)(]" ^9" .',>2//"
before God  that  the  reason  that made me  love more 
&C2" *%>2" '>"6*2//2$" -(),.%/" %/" &C)&" %&" %/" /%A%*)(" &'" &C2"
'(%F%," ),$" F('@&C" '>" &C2"HC<(.C:"OC2"HC<(.C" J2F),"
@%&C"/%A5*2"G/C2(A2,0"),$"@)/"2,(%.C2$"%AA2$%)&2*B"
@%&C";2(B"%**</&(%'</"),$"@%/2"$'.&'(/v"&C2"(2*%F%',"'>"
6*2//2$"-(),.%/"@)/",'&"2/&)J*%/C2$"JB"&C2"5(<$2,.2"'>"
A2,0"J<&"JB"HC(%/&d"eEpistula de tribus quaestionibus 
ad magistrum innominatum0"%,"Opere di San Bonaven­
tura. Intoduzione generale0"n'A20"VXXE0"5:"WXf:

OC2(2>'(20")('<,$"&C2"B2)("VW`o"_'C,"5<&"',"&C2"
-(),.%/.),".')(/2"@''**2,".*'&C"),$"&''K"&C2",)A2"6'­
,);2,&<(2:"U2"@)/"%AA2$%)&2*B"$%(2.&2$"&'"/&<$%2/"),$"
frequented the faculty of theology of the University of 
4)(%/0">'**'@%,F")"5('F()AA2"'>";2(B"$%>G.<*&".'<(/2/:"
He obtained the different titles required by the academ­
%.".)(22(0"&C'/2"'>"^J%J*%.)*"J).C2*'(d"),$"^J).C2*'("%,"
/2,&2,.2/:d"OC</"6',);2,&<(2"/&<$%2$"%,"$25&C"/).(2$"
+.(%5&<(20"&C2"+2,&2,.2/"'>"42&2("='AJ)($0"&C2"A),<)*"
'>" &C2'*'FB"'>" &C)&" &%A20" ),$" &C2"A'/&" %A5'(&),&" )<­
&C'(/"'>"&C2'*'FB"),$0"%,".',&).&"@%&C"&C2"&2).C2(/"),$"
/&<$2,&/"&C)&")((%;2$"%,"4)(%/">('A"&C2"@C'*2"'>"#<('520"
C2"A)&<(2$"C%/"'@,"52(/',)*"(2L2.&%',"),$")"/5%(%&<)*"
/2,/%&%;%&B"'>"F(2)&";)*<2"&C)&0"%,"&C2".'<(/2"'>"&C2">'*­
*'@%,F"B2)(/0"/C'@2$"%,"C%/"@'(K/"),$"/2(A',/0"&C</"
A)K%,F"C%A"',2"'>"&C2"A'/&"%A5'(&),&"&C2'*'F%),/"'>"
&C2"C%/&'(B"'>"&C2"HC<(.C:"9&"%/"/%F,%G.),&"&'"(2.)**"&C2"
title of the thesis he defended to be able to qualify in 
&C2" &2).C%,F"'>" &C2'*'FB0" &C2" licentia ubique docendi0"
)/"%&"@)/"&C2,".)**2$:"U%/"$%//2(&)&%',"@)/"&%&*2$"^t<2/­
&%',/"',"a,'@*2$F2"'>"HC(%/&:d"OC%/")(F<A2,&"/C'@/"
&C2".2,&()*" ('*2" &C)&"HC(%/&")*@)B/"C)$"%," &C2" *%>2"),$"
&2).C%,F"'>"6',);2,&<(2:"M2".),"/)B0" %,">).&0" &C)&")**"
C%/"&C'<FC&"@)/"5('>'<,$*B"HC(%/&'.2,&(%.:

9," &C'/2" B2)(/" %," 4)(%/0" 6',);2,&<(2Z/" )$'5&­
2$".%&B0")";%'*2,&"$%/5<&2"J('K2"'<&")F)%,/&" &C2"-(%)(/"
I%,'("'>"+&:"-(),.%/"'>"?//%/%" ),$" &C2"-(%)(/"4(2).C­
2(/" '>" +&:"1'A%,%."S<lAw,:"12J)&2$"@)/" &C2%(" (%FC&"
&'" &2).C" %," &C2" <,%;2(/%&B" ),$" $'<J&/"@2(2" 2;2," .)/&"
on the authenticity of their consecrated life. Certainly 
the changes introduced by the Mendicant Orders in the 
@)B"'>"<,$2(/&),$%,F"(2*%F%'</"*%>20"'>"@C%.C"9"/5'K2"%,"
5(2.2$%,F".)&2.C2/2/0"@2(2"/'"%,,';)&%;2"&C)&",'&"2;­
2(B',2"<,$2(/&''$"&C2A:"?*/'")$$2$0")/"C)552,/"/'A2­
&%A2/")A',F"/%,.2(2*B"(2*%F%'</"52(/',/0"@2(2"A'&%;2/"

POPE BENEDICT XVI ON
SAINT BONAVENTURE
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'>" C<A),"@2)K,2//0" /<.C" )/" 2,;B" ),$" N2)*'</B:" 6'­
,);2,&<(20" )*&C'<FC" /<(('<,$2$" JB" &C2" '55'/%&%'," '>"
&C2"(2/&"'>"&C2"<,%;2(/%&B"&2).C2(/0"C)$")*(2)$B"/&)(&2$"
&'"&2).C"%,"&C2".C)%("'>"&C2'*'FB"'>"&C2"-(),.%/.),/"),$0"
&'"(2/5',$"&'"&C'/2"@C'"@2(2".(%&%.%/%,F"&C2"I2,$%.),&"
g($2(/0"C2".'A5'/2$")"@(%&%,F"&%&*2$"^#;),F2*%.)*"42(­
>2.&%',:d"9,"&C%/"@(%&%,F"C2"/C'@2$"C'@"&C2"I2,$%.),&"
g($2(/0"2/52.%)**B"&C2"-(%)(/"I%,'(0"5().&%.%,F"&C2";'@/"
'>"5';2(&B0".C)/&%&B"),$"'J2$%2,.20"@2(2">'**'@%,F"&C2"
.'<,/2*/"'>" &C2"S'/52*" %&/2*>:"62B',$"&C2/2"C%/&'(%.)*"
.%(.<A/&),.2/0"&C2"&2).C%,F"'>>2(2$"JB"6',);2,&<(2"%,"
&C%/"@'(K"'>"C%/"),$" %,"C%/" *%>2" %/")*@)B/" &%A2*B]"OC2"
HC<(.C"J2.'A2/"*<A%,'</"),$"J2)<&%><*"JB"G$2*%&B"&'"
&C2";'.)&%',"'>"&C'/2"/',/"),$"$)<FC&2(/"'>"C2(/"@C'"
,'&"',*B"5<&"%,&'"5().&%.2"&C2"2;),F2*%.)*"5(2.25&/0"J<&"
@C'0"JB"&C2"F().2"'>"S'$0")(2".)**2$"&'"'J/2(;2"&C2%("
)$;%.2" ),$" &C</" F%;2"@%&,2//0"@%&C" &C2%(" 5''(0" .C)/&2"
),$"'J2$%2,&"*%>2/&B*20"&C)&"&C2"S'/52*"%/"/'<(.2"'>"N'B"
and perfection.

OC2" .',L%.&" $%2$" $'@,0" )&" *2)/&" >'(" )" .2(&)%,"
52(%'$0"),$0"JB" &C2"52(/',)*" %,&2(;2,&%',"'>"4'52"?*­
2P),$2("980"%,"VW\c"6',);2,&<(2"@)/"'>G.%)**B"(2.'F­
,%/2$")/"$'.&'("),$"&2).C2("'>"&C2"4)(%/%),"T,%;2(/%&B:"
12/5%&2")**"&C%/0"C2"C)$"&'"(2/%F,">('A"&C%/"5(2/&%F%'</"
5'/&0"J2.)</2"&C)&"/)A2"B2)("&C2"S2,2()*"HC)5&2("'>"&C2"
order elected him minister general.

U2".)((%2$"'<&" &C%/" &)/K" >'("Vc"B2)(/"@%&C"@%/­
$'A" ),$" $2$%.)&%',0" ;%/%&%,F" &C2" 5(';%,.2/0" @(%&%,F"
&'"J('&C2(/0" %,&2(;2,%,F")&" &%A2/"@%&C")".2(&)%,"/2;2(­
%&B"&'"2*%A%,)&2")J</2/:"MC2,"6',);2,&<(2"J2F),"&C%/"
/2(;%.20"&C2"g($2("'>"-(%)(/"I%,'("C)$"$2;2*'52$"%,")"
5('$%F%'</"@)B]"OC2(2"@2(2"A'(2" &C)," oE0EEE" >(%)(/"
/5(2)$"';2("&C2"@C'*2"'>"&C2"M2/&0"@%&C")"A%//%',)(B"
5(2/2,.2"%,"R'(&C"?>(%.)0"&C2"I%$$*2"#)/&"),$")*/'"42­
K%,F:" 9&" @)/" ,2.2//)(B" &'" .',/'*%$)&2" &C%/" 2P5),/%',"
),$")J';2")**" &'".',>2("'," %&0" %," ><**"G$2*%&B" &'"-(),­
.%/Z".C)(%/A0"<,%&B"'>").&%',"),$"/5%(%&:"9,">).&0")A',F"
&C2">'**'@2(/"'>" &C2"+)%,&"'>"?//%/%" &C2(2"@2(2"$%>>2(­
2,&">'(A/"'>"%,&2(5(2&%,F"C%/"A2//)F2"),$"&C2"(%/K"(2­
)**B"2P%/&2$"'>")," %,&2(,)*"/5*%&:"O'");'%$" &C%/"$),F2(0"
in 1260 the General Chapter of the order in Narbonne 
)..25&2$"),$"()&%G2$")"&2P&"5('5'/2$"JB"6',);2,&<(20"
@C%.C"<,%G2$"&C2",'(A/"&C)&"(2F<*)&2$"&C2"$)%*B"*%>2"'>"
&C2"-(%)(/"I%,'(:"6',);2,&<(2" %,&<%&2$0"C'@2;2(0" &C)&"
&C2"*2F%/*)&%;2"$%/5'/%&%',/0"&C'<FC"%,/5%(2$"%,"@%/$'A"
),$"A'$2()&%',0"@2(2",'&"/<>G.%2,&"&'"2,/<(2".'AA<­
,%',"'>"/5%(%&"),$"C2)(&/:"9&"@)/",2.2//)(B"&'"/C)(2"&C2"
/)A2"%$2)*/"),$"&C2"/)A2"A'&%;)&%',/:"-'("&C%/"(2)/',0"
6',);2,&<(2"@%/C2$" &'"5(2/2,&" &C2" )<&C2,&%." .C)(%/A"
'>" -(),.%/0" C%/" *%>2" ),$" C%/" &2).C%,F:"U2,.2" C2" F)&C­
2(2$"@%&C" F(2)&" l2)*" $'.<A2,&/" (2*)&2$" &'" &C2" 4';2(­
ello and listened attentively to  the memories of  those 
@C'"C)$"K,'@,"-(),.%/"$%(2.&*B:"-('A"&C%/"@)/"J'(,"
)"J%'F()5CB0"C%/&'(%.)**B"@2**">'<,$2$0"'>"&C2"+)%,&"'>"
?//%/%0"2,&%&*2$"Legenda Maior0"@(%&&2,")*/'"%,")";2(B"
succinct manner and called because of this the Legend. 
OC2"=)&%,"@'($0")/"'55'/2$"&'"&C2"9&)*%),"h),$"#,F*%/C0"
*2F2,$j0"$'2/",'&"%,$%.)&2")">(<%&"'>"%A)F%,)&%',"J<&0"',"

&C2".',&()(B0"Legenda"A2),/"),")<&C'(%&)&%;2"&2P&0"^&'"
J2"(2)$d"'>G.%)**B:"9,">).&0"&C2"S2,2()*"HC)5&2("'>"&C2"
-(%)(/"I%,'("'>"VWDo0"@C%.C"A2&"%,"4%/)0"(2.'F,%/2$"%,"
+&:"6',);2,&<(2Z/"J%'F()5CB"&C2"A'/&">)%&C><*"5'(&()%&"
'>"&C2">'<,$2("),$"%&"&C</"J2.)A2"&C2"'>G.%)*"J%'F()5CB"
of the saint.

What is the image of St. Francis that arises from 
&C2"C2)(&"),$"52,"'>"C%/"$2;'&2$"/',"),$"/<..2//'(0"+&:"
6',);2,&<(23"OC2"2//2,&%)*"5'%,&]"-(),.%/" %/" ),"alter 
Christus0")"A),"@C'"5)//%',)&2*B"/'<FC&"HC(%/&:"9,"&C2"
*';2"&C)&"$(%;2/"&'"%A%&)&%',0"C2"@)/"2,&%(2*B".',>'(A2$"
&'"U%A:"6',);2,&<(2" 5'%,&2$" '<&" &C%/" *%;%,F" %$2)*" &'"
)**" '>" -(),.%/Z" >'**'@2(/:" OC%/" %$2)*0" ;)*%$" >'(" 2;2(B"
HC(%/&%),0"B2/&2($)B0" &'$)B"),$")*@)B/0"@)/"%,$%.)&2$"
as a program also for the Church of the Third Millen­
,%<A"JB"AB"5(2$2.2//'(0" &C2"82,2()J*2"_'C,"4)<*" 99:"
OC%/"5('F()A0"C2"@('&2" %," &C2" *2&&2("Tertio Millennio 
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Ineunte0" %/".2,&2(2$"^',"HC(%/&"C%A/2*>0"@C'"A</&"J2"
K,'@,0"*';2$"),$"%A%&)&2$"&'"*%;2"%,"U%A"&C2"O(%,%&)(­
%),"*%>20"),$0"@%&C"U%A0"&'"&(),/>'(A"C%/&'(B"&'"%&/"><*­
G**A2,&"%,"&C2"C2);2,*B"_2(</)*2Ad"eR':"WXf:

9,"VWco"+&:"6',);2,&<(2Z/" *%>2"A2&"@%&C"),'&C­

2(".C),F2:"4'52"S(2F'(B"7"@%/C2$"&'".',/2.()&2"C%A"
J%/C'5"),$",)A2"C%A".)($%,)*:"U2")*/'")/K2$"C%A" &'"
prepare  a  very  important  ecclesial  event:  the  Second 
#.<A2,%.)*"H'<,.%*"'>"=B',0"@C'/2"'JN2.&%;2"@)/"&C2"
(2Q2/&)J*%/CA2,&"'>".'AA<,%',"J2&@22,"&C2"=)&%,"),$"
&C2"S(22K"HC<(.C2/:"U2"$2$%.)&2$"C%A/2*>"&'"&C%/"&)/K"
@%&C"$%*%F2,.20"J<&"@)/"<,)J*2"&'"/22"&C2".',.*</%',"'>"
&C)&"2.<A2,%.)*"/<AA%&0")/"C2"$%2$"@C%*2"%&"@)/"J2%,F"
held. An anonymous papal notary composed a eulogy 
'>"6',);2,&<(20"@C%.C"'>>2(/"</")".',.*</%;2"5'(&()%&"
'>"&C%/"F(2)&"/)%,&"),$"2P.2**2,&"&C2'*'F%),]"^S''$0")>­
>)J*20" 5%'</" ),$"A2(.%><*"A),0" ><**" '>" ;%(&<2/0" *';2$"
JB"S'$" ),$" JB"A2,"i"S'$0" %," >).&0" C)$" F%;2," C%A"
/<.C"F().20" &C)&")**" &C'/2"@C'"/)@"C%A"@2(2" %,;)$2$"
by  a  love  that  the  heart  could  not  conceal”  (cf.  J.G. 
6'<F2('*0"Bonaventura0" %,"?:"8)<.C2l"e;;:))f0"Storia 
dei Santi e della santita cristiana:"8'*:"89:"=Z25'.)"$2*"
(%,,';)A2,&'"2;),F2*%.'0"I%*),0"VXXV0"5:"XVf:

=2&"</"&)K2"<5"&C2"*2F).B"'>"&C%/"/)%,&0"$'.&'("'>"
&C2"HC<(.C0"@C'"(2A%,$/"</"'>"&C2"A2),%,F"'>"'<("*%>2"
@%&C"&C2/2"@'($/]"^g,"2)(&C"i"@2".),".',&2A5*)&2"&C2"

divine immensity through reasoning and admiration; in 
&C2"C2);2,*B"C'A2*),$0"%,/&2)$0"&C('<FC";%/%',0"@C2,"
@2"@%**"J2"A)$2"*%K2"&'"S'$0"),$"&C('<FC"2./&)/B"x"
@2"@%**"2,&2("%,&'"&C2"N'B"'>"S'$d"eLa conoscenza di 
Cristo0"Y:"D0".',.*</%',20"%,"Opere di San Bonaventura. 

Opuscoli Teologici"pV0"n'A20"VXXo0"5:"V[cf:
?/"9")*(2)$B"/)%$0")A',F";)(%'</"A2(%&/0"+&:"6'­

naventure  had  that  of  interpreting  authentically  and 
>)%&C><**B"&C2"GF<(2"'>"+&:"-(),.%/"'>"?//%/%0"@C'A"C2"
;2,2()&2$"),$"/&<$%2$"@%&C"F(2)&" *';2:" 9,")"5)(&%.<*)("
@)B0"%,"&C2"&%A2/"'>"+&:"6',);2,&<(2")".<((2,&"'>"-(%)(/"
I%,'(" .)**2$" ^/5%(%&<)*d" C2*$" &C)&" &C2(2"@)/" )" &'&)**B"
,2@"5C)/2"'>"C%/&'(B"%,)<F<()&2$"@%&C"+&:"-(),.%/v"&C2"
^2&2(,)*" S'/52*d" C)$" )552)(2$0" '>" @C%.C" n2;2*)&%',"
/52)K/0"@C%.C"(25*).2$"&C2"R2@"O2/&)A2,&:"OC%/"F('<5"
)>G(A2$"&C)&"&C2"HC<(.C"C)$",'@"2PC)</&2$"C2("C%/&'(%­
.)*"('*20"),$"%,"C2("5*).2".)A2")".C)(%/A)&%.".'AA<,%&B"
'>">(22"A2,"F<%$2$"%,&2(%'(*B"JB"&C2"+5%(%&0",)A2*B0"&C2"
“spiritual Franciscans.” At the base of the ideas of this 
F('<5"@2(2"&C2"@(%&%,F/"'>")"H%/&2(.%),")JJ'&0"_').C%A"
'>"-%'(20"@C'"$%2$"%,"VWEW:"9,"C%/"@'(K/0"C2")>G(A2$"
a Trinitarian rhythm of history. He considered the Old 
O2/&)A2,&" )/" &C2" )F2" '>" &C2" -)&C2(0" >'**'@2$" JB" &C2"
&%A2"'>"&C2"+',0"&C2"&%A2"'>"&C2"HC<(.C:"O'"J2")@)%&2$"
B2&"@)/"&C2"&C%($")F20"&C)&"'>"&C2"U'*B"+5%(%&:"OC2"@C'*2"
'>"C%/&'(B"@)/"&C</"%,&2(5(2&2$")/")"C%/&'(B"'>"5('F(2//]"

Civita di Bagnoregio
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from the severity of the Old Testament to the relative 
*%J2(&B"'>"&C2"&%A2"'>"&C2"+',0"%,"&C2"HC<(.C0"<5"&'"&C2"
><**"*%J2(&B"'>"&C2".C%*$(2,"'>"S'$0"%,"&C2"52(%'$"'>"&C2"
U'*B"+5%(%&0"@C%.C"@'<*$"C);2"J22,")*/'"&C2"52(%'$"'>"
52).2")A',F"A2,0"'>"&C2"(2.',.%*%)&%',"'>"52'5*2/"),$"
religions.  Joachim of Fiore aroused  the hope  that  the 
J2F%,,%,F" '>" &C2" ,2@" &%A2"@'<*$" .'A2" >('A" )" ,2@"
A',)/&%.%/A:"9&"%/"&C</"<,$2(/&),$)J*2"&C)&")"F('<5"'>"
Franciscans thought it recognised in St. Francis of As­
/%/%" &C2" %,%&%)&'("'>" &C2",2@" &%A2"),$" %,"C%/"'($2(" &C2"
.'AA<,%&B"'>"&C2",2@"52(%'$"x"&C2".'AA<,%&B"'>"&C2"
&%A2"'>" &C2"U'*B"+5%(%&0"@C%.C"*2>&"J2C%,$"%&" &C2"C%2(­
)(.C%.)*"HC<(.C0"&'"J2F%,")",2@"HC<(.C"'>"&C2"+5%(%&0"
,'"*',F2(".',,2.&2$"&'"&C2"'*$"/&(<.&<(2/:""OC2(2"@)/0"
C2,.20" &C2"(%/K"'>")";2(B"/2(%'</"A%/<,$2(/&),$%,F"'>"
&C2"A2//)F2"'>"+&:"-(),.%/0"'>"C%/"C<AJ*2"G$2*%&B"&'"&C2"
S'/52*"),$"&'"&C2"HC<(.C0"),$"/<.C")"A%/&)K2"%A5*%2$"
),"2((',2'</";%/%',"'>"HC(%/&%),%&B")/")"@C'*2:""+&:"6'­
,);2,&<(20"@C'"%,"VW\c"J2.)A2"A%,%/&2("F2,2()*"'>"&C2"
-(),.%/.),/0">'<,$"C%A/2*>"J2>'(2"/2(%'</"&2,/%',"@%&C­
%,"C%/"'@,"'($2("$<20"5(2.%/2*B0"&'"&C'/2"@C'"2/5'</2$"
&C%/" .<((2,&" '>" ^/5%(%&<)*"-(),.%/.),/0d"@C%.C" )*%F,2$"
%&/2*>"&'"_').C%A"'>"-%'(2:"4(2.%/2*B"&'"(2/5',$"&'"&C%/"
F('<5"),$"&'"F%;2"<,%&B")F)%,"&'"&C2"'($2(0"+&:"6',);2,­
&<(2".)(2><**B"/&<$%2$"&C2")<&C2,&%."@(%&%,F/"'>"_').C%A"
'>"-%'(2"),$"&C'/2")&&(%J<&2$"&'"C%A"),$0"&)K%,F"%,&'").­
count the need to present 
.'((2.&*B" &C2" GF<(2" ),$"
message  of  his  beloved 
+&:"-(),.%/0"C2"@%/C2$"&'"
/C'@" )" .'((2.&" ;%2@" '>"
the theology of history.

+&:" 6',);2,&<(2"
addressed  the  problem 
%,">).&"%,"C%/"*)/&"@'(K0")"
collection of conferences 
&'"A',K/"'>"&C2"4)(%/"/&<­
$%'0"@C%.C" (2A)%,2$" <,­
G,%/C2$" ),$" @C%.C" @)/"
.'A5*2&2$"@%&C" &C2" &(),­
scriptions of  the hearers. 
9&"@)/"&%&*2$"Hexaemeron0"
&C)&"%/0"),")**2F'(%.)*"2P­
5*),)&%',"'>" &C2"/%P"$)B/"
of  creation.  The  Fathers 
of the Church considered 
&C2" /%P" '(" /2;2," $)B/" '>"
the account of creation as 
a prophecy of the history 
'>" &C2" @'(*$0" '>" C<A),­
ity.  The  seven  days  rep­
resented  for  them  seven 
52(%'$/" '>" C%/&'(B0" *)&2("
interpreted  also  as  seven 
A%**2,,%):"M%&C"HC(%/&"@2"
@'<*$"C);2"2,&2(2$"&C2"*)/&0",)A2*B0"&C2"/%P&C"52(%'$"'>"
C%/&'(B0"@C%.C"@'<*$"&C2,"J2">'**'@2$"JB"&C2"F(2)&"/)J­
J)&C"'>"S'$:"+&:"6',);2,&<(2")..'<,&/">'("&C%/"C%/&'(%­

.)*"%,&2(5(2&)&%',"'>"&C2"(2*)&%',"'>"&C2"$)B/"'>".(2)&%',0"
J<&" %," )" ;2(B" >(22" ),$" %,,';)&%;2"@)B:" -'(" C%A0" &@'"
5C2,'A2,)"'>"C%/" &%A2"(2,$2(",2.2//)(B")",2@"%,&2(­
5(2&)&%',"'>"&C2".'<(/2"'>"C%/&'(B:""OC2"G(/&]"&C2"GF<(2"
'>"+&:" -(),.%/0" &C2"A)," &'&)**B" <,%&2$" &'"HC(%/&" <5" &'"
.'AA<,%'," '>" &C2" /&%FA)&)0" )*A'/&" )," alter  Chris­
tus0" ),$"@%&C"+&:"-(),.%/" &C2",2@".'AA<,%&B".(2)&2$"
JB"C%A0"$%>>2(2,&" >('A" &C2"A',)/&%.%/A"K,'@,"<5" &'"
&C2,:"OC%/"5C2,'A2,',".)**2$">'(")",2@"%,&2(5(2&)&%',0"
)/")",';2*&B"'>"S'$"@C%.C")552)(2$" %," &C)&"A'A2,&:""
OC2"/2.',$]"&C2"5'/%&%',"'>"_').C%A"'>"-%'(20"@C'"),­
,'<,.2$")",2@"A',)/&%.%/A"),$")"&'&)**B",2@"52(%'$"'>"
C%/&'(B0"F'%,F"J2B',$"&C2"(2;2*)&%',"'>"&C2"R2@"O2/&)­
A2,&0".)**2$">'("),"),/@2(:""?/"A%,%/&2("F2,2()*"'>"&C2"
g($2("'>"-(),.%/.),/0"+&:"6',);2,&<(2"C)$"/22,"%AA2­
$%)&2*B"&C)&"@%&C"&C2"/5%(%&<)*%/&%.".',.25&%',0"%,/5%(2$"
JB" _').C%A" '>" -%'(20" &C2" '($2(" @)/" ,'&" F';2(,)J*20"
J<&"@)/"F'%,F"*'F%.)**B"&'@)($"),)(.CB:"-'("C%A"&C2(2"
@2(2" &@'".',/2Y<2,.2/:" "OC2"G(/&]" &C2"5().&%.)*",22$"
of structures and of insertion in the reality of the hier­
)(.C%.)*"HC<(.C0"'>"&C2"(2)*"HC<(.C0",22$2$")"&C2'*'F%­
.)*">'<,$)&%',0")*/'"J2.)</2"&C2"'&C2(/0"&C'/2"@C'">'*­
*'@2$"&C2"/5%(%&<)*%/&".',.25&%',0"/C'@2$"),")55)(2,&"
&C2'*'F%.)*" >'<,$)&%',:" "OC2" /2.',$]" )*&C'<FC" &)K%,F"
%,&'")..'<,&"&C2",2.2//)(B"(2)*%/A0"%&"@)/",'&",2.2//)(B"
&'"*'/2"&C2",';2*&B"'>"&C2"GF<(2"'>"+&:"-(),.%/:""U'@"$%$"

+&:"6',);2,&<(2"(2/5',$"&'"&C2"5().&%.)*"),$"&C2'(2&%.)*"
,22$3"g>"C%/"),/@2("9".),"',*B"F%;2"C2(2")";2(B"/.C2­
matic and incomplete summary in some points: 1. St. 

Francisco de Zubaran (1598­1664): St. Bonaventure and St.Thomas Aquinas
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6',);2,&<(2"(2N2.&2$"&C2"%$2)"'>"&C2"O(%,%&)(%),"(CB&CA"
'>"C%/&'(B:"S'$"%/"',2">'("&C2"@C'*2"'>"C%/&'(B"),$"C2"%/"
,'&"$%;%$2$"%,&'"&C(22"$%;%,%&%2/:"?/")".',/2Y<2,.20"C%/­
&'(B"%/"',20"2;2,"%>"%&"%/")"N'<(,2B"),$"x")..'($%,F"&'"+&:"
6',);2,&<(2"x")"N'<(,2B"'>"5('F(2//:"W:"_2/</"HC(%/&"
%/"&C2"*)/&"@'($"'>"S'$"x"%,"C%A"S'$"C)/"/)%$")**0"F%;­
%,F" ),$" 2P5(2//%,F" C%A/2*>:"I'(2" &C)," C%A/2*>0"S'$"
.),,'&"2P5(2//0".),,'&"F%;2:"OC2"U'*B"+5%(%&" %/"+5%(%&"
of the Father and of the Son. Christ himself says of the 
U'*B"+5%(%&]"U2"^i@%**"J(%,F"&'"B'<("(2A2AJ(),.2")**"
&C)&"9"C);2"/)%$"&'"B'<d"e_'C,"V`]WDf0"̂ C2"@%**"&)K2"@C)&"
%/" A%,2" ),$" $2.*)(2" %&" &'" B'<d" e_'C," VD]V\f:" U2,.20"
&C2(2"%/",'&"),'&C2("C%FC2("S'/52*0"&C2(2"%/",'&"),'&C2("
HC<(.C"&'")@)%&:"62.)</2"'>"&C%/0"&C2"g($2("'>"+&:"-(),­
.%/"C)$")*/'"&'"%,/2(&"%&/2*>"%,"&C%/"HC<(.C0"%,"C2(">)%&C0"
in her hierarchical order. 3. This does not mean that the 
HC<(.C"%/"%AA'J%*20"GP2$"%,"&C2"5)/&"),$"&C)&",';2*&%2/"
.),,'&"J2"2P2(.%/2$"%,"C2(:"G8)3"*643%+(%*$/$*.)&'%,$(<*
+).*83/&'%,$(0"&C2"@'(K/"'>"HC(%/&"$'",'&"F'"J).K@)($0"
$'",'&">)%*0"J<&"5('F(2//0"/)B/"&C2"/)%,&"%,"&C2"*2&&2("De 
tribus quaestionibus:"OC</"+&:"6',);2,&<(2">'(A<*)&2/"
2P5*%.%&*B"&C2"%$2)"'>"5('F(2//0"),$"&C%/"%/")",';2*&B"%,"
.'A5)(%/',"@%&C"&C2"-)&C2(/"'>"&C2"HC<(.C"),$")"F(2)&"
5)(&"'>"C%/".',&2A5'()(%2/:"-'("+&:"6',);2,&<(20"HC(%/&"
%/",'"*',F2(0")/"C2"@)/">'("&C2"-)&C2(/"'>"&C2"HC<(.C0"
&C2"2,$0"J<&"&C2".2,&(2"'>"C%/&'(Bv"C%/&'(B"$'2/",'&"2,$"
@%&C"HC(%/&0"J<&")",2@"52(%'$"J2F%,/:"?,'&C2(".',/2­
Y<2,.2"%/"&C2">'**'@%,F]"5(2;)%*%,F"<5"&'"&C)&"A'A2,&"
@)/"&C2"%$2)"&C)&"&C2"-)&C2(/"'>"&C2"HC<(.C"@2(2")&"&C2"
)J/'*<&2"/<AA%&"'>"&C2'*'FB0")**"&C2">'**'@%,F"F2,2()­
&%',/".'<*$"',*B"J2"&C2%("$%/.%5*2/:"#;2,"+&:"6',);2,­
&<(2"(2.'F,%/2/"&C2"-)&C2(/")/"&2).C2(/">'("2;2(0"J<&"&C2"
phenomenon of St. Francis gave him the certainty that 
&C2"(%.C,2//"'>"&C2"@'($"'>"HC(%/&"%/"%,2PC)</&%J*2"),$"
&C)&")*/'",2@"*%FC&/".),")552)("%,"&C2",2@"F2,2()&%',/:"
The uniqueness of Christ also guarantees novelties and 
(2,2@)*"%,")**"&C2"52(%'$/"'>"C%/&'(B:

H2(&)%,*B0"&C2"-(),.%/.),"g($2("x"/'"C2"/&(2//2/"
x"J2*',F/"&'"&C2"HC<(.C"'>"_2/</"HC(%/&0"&'"&C2"?5'/­
&'*%."HC<(.C0"),$".),,'&"J<%*$"%&/2*>"',")"<&'5%),"/5%(%­
&<)*%/A:"6<&0")&"&C2"/)A2"&%A20"&C2",';2*&B"'>"/<.C"),"
'($2("%/";)*%$"%,".'A5)(%/',"@%&C".*)//%."A',)/&%.%/A0"
),$"+&:"6',);2,&<(2"x")/"9"/)%$"%,"&C2"5(2.2$%,F".)&­
2.C2/%/"x"$2>2,$2$"&C%/",';2*&B")F)%,/&"&C2")&&).K/"'>"
&C2"/2.<*)(".*2(FB"'>"4)(%/:"OC2"-(),.%/.),/"$'",'&"C);2"
)"GP2$"A',)/&2(B0" &C2B".),"J2"5(2/2,&"2;2(B@C2(2"&'"
5('.*)%A" &C2"S'/52*:" 4(2.%/2*B" &C2" J(2)K"@%&C" /&)J%*­
%&B0".C)().&2(%/&%."'>"A',)/&%.%/A0" %," >);'<("'>")",2@"
L2P%J%*%&B0"(2/&'(2$"&'"&C2"HC<(.C"C2("A%//%',)(B"$B,)­
mism.  At this point perhaps it is useful to say that also 
&'$)B" &C2(2" )(2" ;%2@/" )..'($%,F" &'" @C%.C" &C2" @C'*2"
history of the Church in the second millennium is a per­
manent decline; some see the decline already immedi­
)&2*B")>&2("&C2"R2@"O2/&)A2,&:"9,"(2)*%&B0"opera Christi 
$/$*.)&'%,$(<*+).*83/&'%,$(0"&C2"@'(K/"'>"HC(%/&"$'",'&"
F'"J).K@)($0"J<&"5('F(2//:"MC)&"@'<*$"&C2"HC<(.C"J2"
@%&C'<&" &C2",2@"/5%(%&<)*%&B"'>" &C2"H%/&2(.%),/0"'>" &C2"
-(),.%/.),/"),$"1'A%,%.),/0"'>"&C2"/5%(%&<)*%&B"'>"+&:"

O2(2/)"'>"?;%*)"),$"+&:"_'C,"'>"&C2"H('//0"),$"/'"',3"
OC%/")>G(A)&%',"%/")*/'";)*%$"&'$)B]"Opera Christi non 
.)&'%,$(<*+).*83/&'%,$(0"&C2B"F'">'(@)($:

+&:"6',);2,&<(2"&2).C2/"</"&C2"@C'*2"'>"&C2",2.­
2//)(B"$%/.2(,A2,&0"2;2,"/2;2(20"'>" &C2"/'J2("(2)*%/A"
),$"'>"'52,,2//"&'",2@".C)(%/A/"F%;2,"JB"HC(%/&0"%,"&C2"
U'*B"+5%(%&0"&'"C%/"HC<(.C:"?,$"@C%*2"&C%/"%$2)"'>"$2­
.*%,2"%/"(252)&2$0"&C2(2"%/")*/'"&C2"'&C2("%$2)0"&C%/"^/5%(%­
&<)*%/&%."<&'5%),%/A0d"@C%.C"%/"(252)&2$:"M2"K,'@0"%,"
>).&0"C'@")>&2("&C2"+2.',$"8)&%.),"H'<,.%*0"/'A2"@2(2"
.',;%,.2$" &C)&" 2;2(B&C%,F" /C'<*$" J2" ,2@0" &C)&" &C2(2"
/C'<*$"J2"),'&C2("HC<(.C0"&C)&"&C2"5(2Q.',.%*%)("HC<(.C"
@)/"G,%/C2$"),$" &C)&"@2"@'<*$"C);2"),'&C2(0" &'&)**B"
^'&C2(d"HC<(.C:"?,"),)(.C%."<&'5%),%/Ay"?,$" &C),K/"
J2"&'"S'$0"&C2"@%/2"C2*A/A2,"'>"42&2(Z/"6)(Y<20"4'52"
4)<*"89"),$"4'52"_'C,"4)<*" 990"',"',2"C),$"$2>2,$­
2$" &C2",';2*&B"'>" &C2".'<,.%*"),$"'," &C2"'&C2(0")&" &C2"
/)A2"&%A20"$2>2,$2$"&C2"<,%Y<2,2//"),$".',&%,<%&B"'>"
&C2"HC<(.C0"@C%.C"%/")*@)B/")"HC<(.C"'>"/%,,2(/"),$"
)*@)B/")"5*).2"'>"F().2:"`:"9,"&C%/".',,2.&%',0"+&:"6'­
,);2,&<(20")/"A%,%/&2("F2,2()*"'>"&C2"-(),.%/.),/0"&''K"
)"*%,2"'>"F';2(,A2,&"%,"@C%.C"%&"@)/";2(B".*2)("&C)&"&C2"
,2@"'($2(".'<*$",'&0")/")".'AA<,%&B0"*%;2")&"&C2"/)A2"
^2/.C)&'*'F%.)*"C2%FC&d"'>"+&:"-(),.%/0"%,"@C%.C"C2"/)@"
&C2"><&<(2"@'(*$"),&%.%5)&2$0"J<&"x"F<%$2$0")&"&C2"/)A2"
&%A20"JB"C2)*&CB"(2)*%/A"),$"/5%(%&<)*".'<()F2"x"C)$"
&'".'A2")/".*'/2")/"5'//%J*2"&'"&C2"A)P%A<A"(2)*%/)­
&%',"'>"&C2"+2(A',"',"&C2"I'<,&0"@C%.C">'("+&:"-(),.%/"
@)/"&C2"(<*20" &C'<FC"&)K%,F"%,&'")..'<,&"&C2"*%A%&/"'>"
A),0"A)(K2$"JB"'(%F%,)*"/%,:""OC</"@2"/22"&C)&">'("+&:"
6',);2,&<(20"&'"F';2(,"@)/",'&"/%A5*B")"&)/K"J<&"@)/"
)J';2")**"&'"&C%,K"),$"&'"5()B:"?&"&C2"J)/2"'>"C%/"F';2(,­
A2,&"@2")*@)B/"G,$"5()B2("),$"&C'<FC&v")**"C%/"$2.%­
/%',/"(2/<*&2$">('A"(2L2.&%',0">('A"&C'<FC&"%**<A%,2$"
JB" 5()B2(:" U%/" 5('>'<,$" .',&).&" @%&C" HC(%/&" )*@)B/"
)..'A5),%2$"C%/"@'(K"'>"A%,%/&2("F2,2()*"),$"&C)&" %/"
@CB"C2".'A5'/2$")"/2(%2/"'>"&C2'*'F%.)*QAB/&%.)*"@(%&­
%,F/0"@C%.C" 2P5(2//" &C2" /5%(%&" '>" C%/" F';2(,A2,&" ),$"
A),%>2/&" &C2" %,&2,&%',"'>"F<%$%,F" &C2"'($2(" %,&2(%'(*B0"
'>"F';2(,%,F0"&C)&"%/0",'&"',*B"&C('<FC".'AA),$/"),$"
/&(<.&<(2/0"J<&"&C('<FC"F<%$%,F"),$"2,*%FC&2,%,F"/'<*/0"
'(%2,&%,F"&C2A"&'"HC(%/&:""g>"&C2/2"C%/"@(%&%,F/0"@C%.C"
)(2" &C2" /'<*" '>" C%/" F';2(,A2,&" ),$" /C'@" &C2"@)B" &'"
>'**'@"2%&C2(")/"),"%,$%;%$<)*"'(")".'AA<,%&B0"9"@'<*$"
*%K2" &'"A2,&%',"',*B"',20" C%/"A)/&2(@'(K0" &C2" Itiner­
arium mentis in Deum0"@C%.C"%/")"̂ A),<)*d"'>"AB/&%.)*"
.',&2A5*)&%',:"OC%/"J''K"@)/".',.2%;2$"%,")"5*).2"'>"
5('>'<,$" /5%(%&<)*%&B]" &C2" C%**" '>"=)"82(,)0"@C2(2" +&:"
-(),.%/"C)$"(2.2%;2$"&C2"/&%FA)&):"9,"&C2"%,&('$<.&%',0"
the author illustrates the circumstances that gave origin 
&'"C%/"@(%&%,F]"^MC%*2"9"A2$%&)&2$"',"&C2"5'//%J%*%&B"'>"
&C2"/'<*")/.2,$%,F"&'"S'$0"5(2/2,&2$"&'"A20")A',F"'&C­
2(/0"@)/"&C)&"@',$('</"2;2,&"&C)&"'..<((2$"%,"&C)&"5*).2"
&'"6*2//2$"-(),.%/0" ,)A2*B0" &C2" ;%/%',"'>" &C2"@%,F2$"
/2()5C%A" %," &C2" >'(A" '>" )" .(<.%GP:" ?,$" A2$%&)&%,F"
'," &C%/0" %AA2$%)&2*B" 9" (2)*%l2$" &C)&" /<.C")";%/%',"'>­
fered me  the contemplative ecstasy of Father Francis 
C%A/2*>"),$")&"&C2"/)A2"&%A2"&C2"@)B"&C)&"*2)$/"&'"%&d"
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(Journey of the Mind in God, Prologue0"W0"%,"Opere di 
San Bonaventura. Opuscoli Teologici"p"V0"n'A20"VXXo0"
5:"`XXf:""OC2"/%P"@%,F/"'>" &C2"/2()5C%A" &C</"J2.)A2"
&C2"/BAJ'*"'>"/%P"/&)F2/" &C)&" *2)$"A),"5('F(2//%;2*B"
&'" &C2"K,'@*2$F2"'>"S'$" &C('<FC"'J/2(;)&%',"'>" &C2"
@'(*$"),$"'>".(2)&<(2/"),$"&C('<FC"&C2"2P5*'()&%',"'>"
&C2" /'<*" %&/2*>"@%&C" %&/" >).<*&%2/0" <5" &'" &C2" /)&%/>B%,F"
<,%',"@%&C"&C2"O(%,%&B"&C('<FC"HC(%/&0" %,"%A%&)&%',"'>"
+&:"-(),.%/"'>"?//%/%:"OC2"*)/&"@'($/"'>"+&:"6',);2,­
ture’s  Itinerarium0" @C%.C" (2/5',$" &'" &C2" Y<2/&%'," '>"
C'@"',2".),"(2).C"&C%/"AB/&%.)*".'AA<,%',"@%&C"S'$0"
@'<*$"A)K2"',2"$2/.2,$"&'"&C2"$25&C"'>"&C2"C2)(&]"^9>"
B'<" ,'@"B2)(," &'" K,'@"C'@" &C)&" C)552,/" eAB/&%.)*"
.'AA<,%',"@%&C"S'$f0")/K"F().20",'&"$'.&(%,2v"$2/%(20"
,'&"&C2"%,&2**2.&v"&C2"F('),%,F"'>"5()B2(0",'&"&C2"/&<$B"

St. Francis of Assisi by A. Cesselon, 1982

'>"&C2"*2&&2(v"&C2"/5'</20",'&"&C2"&2).C2(v"S'$0",'&"A),v"
$)(K,2//",'&".*)(%&Bv",'&"*%FC&"J<&"&C2"G(2"&C)&"%,L)A2/"
2;2(B&C%,F"),$" &(),/5'(&" &'"S'$"@%&C"/&(',F"<,.&%',/"
),$")($2,&")>>2.&%',/:"i"M2"2,&2("&C2(2>'(2"%,&'"$)(K­
,2//0"@2"/%*2,.2"@'((%2/0"&C2"5)//%',/"),$"%**</%',/v"@2"
5)//"@%&C"HC(%/&"H(<.%G2$">('A"&C%/"@'(*$" &'" &C2"-)­
&C2(0"/'"&C)&0")>&2("C);%,F"/22,"C%A0"@2"/)B"@%&C"4C%*%5]"
&C)&"%/"2,'<FC">'("A2d"e9J%$:0"8990"Df:""

12)(" >(%2,$/0" *2&" </" &)K2" <5" &C2" %,;%&)&%'," )$­
$(2//2$"&'"</"JB"+&:"6',);2,&<(20"&C2"+2()5C%."1'.&'(0"
and  let us enter  the school of  the divine Teacher: We 
*%/&2,"&'"C%/"M'($"'>"*%>2"),$"&(<&C0"@C%.C"(2/'<,$/"%,"
the depth of our soul. Let us purify our  thoughts and 
).&%',/0"/'"&C)&"C2".),"$@2**"%,"</0"),$"@2".),"C2)("C%/"
$%;%,2";'%.20"@C%.C"$()@/"</"&'@)($"&(<2"C)55%,2//:
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Chapter X

FIRST ATTEMPTS TO 
REACH THE INFIDELS
(Autumn 1212 – Summer 1215)

" hVD[j"OC2"2)(*B"6('&C2(/"I%,'("C)$"&''"A<.C"
,22$"'>"&C2"2,.'<()F2A2,&"),$"2P)A5*2"'>"-(),.%/",'&"
&'"C);2";2(B"2)(*B")F(22$"@%&C"C%A"<5',".2(&)%,"GP2$"
52(%'$/"@C2,"&C2B"@'<*$"J2"/<(2"&'"G,$"C%A")&"4'(&%<,­
cula.  Still it appears probable that these meetings did 
,'&"J2.'A2"&(<2"HC)5&2(/QS2,2()*"<,&%*" &'@)($"VWVD:"
OC2(2"@2(2")&"G(/&"&@'")"B2)(0"',2")&"MC%&/<,$)B0"&C2"
other at Michaelmas (September 29th).  Those of Whit­
/<,$)B"@2(2"&C2"A'/&"%A5'(&),&v")**"&C2"6('&C2(/".)A2"
&'F2&C2("&'"F)%,",2@"/&(2,F&C"%,"&C2"/'.%2&B"'>"-(),.%/0"
&'"$()@"F2,2('</")($'("),$"F(),$"C'52/">('A"C%A"@%&C"
his counsels and directions.

  The  members  of  the  young  association  had 
2;2(B&C%,F"%,".'AA',0"&C2%("N'B/")/"@2**")/"&C2%("/'(­
('@/v"&C2%("<,.2(&)%,&%2/")/"@2**")/"&C2"(2/<*&/"'>"&C2%("
2P52(%2,.2/:""?&"&C2/2"A22&%,F/"&C2B"@2(2"5)(&%.<*)(*B"
'..<5%2$"@%&C"&C2"n<*20"&C2".C),F2/"&C)&",22$2$"&'"J2"
A)$2" %," %&0" ),$")J';2")**0"C'@" &C2B"A%FC&"J2&&2("),$"
J2&&2("'J/2(;2"%&v"&C2,0"%,"52(>2.&"C)(A',B0"&C2B"/2&&*2$"
the allotment of the friars to the various provinces.

  One of Francis’s most frequent counsels bore 
upon the respect due to the clergy; he begged his dis­
.%5*2/"&'"hVDXj"/C'@")";2(B"5)(&%.<*)("$2>2(2,.2"&'"&C2"
5(%2/&/0" ),$",2;2(" &'"A22&" &C2A"@%&C'<&"K%//%,F" &C2%("
C),$/:""U2"/)@"',*B"&''"@2**"&C)&"&C2"6('&C2(/0"C);%,F"
(2,'<,.2$"2;2(B&C%,F0"@2(2"%,"$),F2("'>"J2%,F"<,N</&"
'(" /2;2(2" &'@)($" &C2" (%.C" ),$" 5'@2(><*" '>" &C2" 2)(&Cv"
C20"&C2(2>'(20"/'<FC&"&'")(A"&C2A")F)%,/&"&C%/"&2,$2,.B0"
'>&2,".',.*<$%,F"C%/".'<,/2*/"@%&C"&C2/2",'J*2"@'($/]"
^OC2(2")(2"A2,"@C'"&'Q$)B")552)("&'"</"&'"J2"A2AJ2(/"
'>"&C2"$2;%*"@C'"',2"$)B"/C)**"J2"A2AJ2(/"'>"HC(%/&:d

" ^g<(" *%>2" %," &C2"A%$/&" '>" &C2"@'(*$0d" /)%$" C2"
)F)%,0"^'<FC&"&'"J2"/<.C"&C)&0"',"C2)(,%,F"'("/22%,F"</0"
every one shall feel constrained to praise our heavenly 
-)&C2(:""s'<"5('.*)%A"52).2v"C);2"%&"%,"B'<("C2)(&/:""62"
,'&"),"'..)/%',"'>"@()&C"'("/.),$)*"&'"),B',20"J<&"JB"
B'<("F2,&*2,2//"A)B")**"J2"*2$"&'"52).20".',.'($0"),$"
F''$"@'(K/:d

" 9&"@)/"2/52.%)**B"@C2,"C2"<,$2(&''K"&'".C22("
C%/" $%/.%5*2/0" &'" >'(&%>B" &C2A" )F)%,/&" &2A5&)&%',/" ),$"
$2*%;2("&C2A">('A"&C2%("5'@2(0" &C)&"-(),.%/"@)/"A'/&"
/<..2//><*:" " U'@2;2(" ),P%'</" )" /'<*" A%FC&" J20" C%/"
@'($/" J('<FC&" %&" J).K" &'" /2(2,%&B:" " OC2" 2)(,2/&,2//"
@C%.C"C2"/C'@2$"%,".)*A%,F"/)$,2//"J2.)A2"G2(B"),$"
&2((%J*2"%,"(25(';%,F"&C'/2"@C'">2**")@)B0"J<&"%,"&C2/2"
$)B/"'>"2)(*B">2(;'("C2"/2*$'A"C)$"'..)/%'," &'"/C'@"
severity; more often he needed gently  to  reprove  the 
6('&C2(/"@C'/2"5%2&B"*2$"&C2A"&'"2P)FF2()&2"52,),.2/"
and macerations.

" MC2,")**"@)/"G,%/C2$"),$"2).C"',2"C)$"C)$"
C%/" 5)(&" %," &C%/" J),Y<2&" '>" *';20" -(),.%/"@'<*$" J*2//"
&C2A0" ),$" &C2B" @'<*$" $%/52(/2" %," )**" $%(2.&%',/" *%K2"
/&(),F2(/"),$"&();2**2(/:""OC2B"C)$",'&C%,F0"J<&")*(2)$B"
&C2B"&C'<FC&"&C2B"/)@"&C2"/%F,/"'>"&C2"F(),$"),$"G,)*"
(2F2,2()&%',:""=%K2"&C2"2P%*2"',"4)&A'/"&C2B"/)@"^&C2"
C'*B".%&B0"&C2",2@"_2(</)*2A0".'A%,F"$'@,">('A"S'$"
'<&"'>"C2);2,0"*%K2")"J(%$2")$'(,2$">'("C2("C</J),$":::"
),$"&C2"&C(',2"<5',"@C%.C"%/"/2)&2$"&C2"12/%(2$"'>")**"
,)&%',/0"hVcEj"&C2"I2//%)C"'>"&C2",2@"&%A2/0"C2"@C'"%/"
&'"A)K2")**"&C%,F/",2@:d

" s2&")**"2B2/"@2(2"&<(,2$"&'@)($"+B(%)0"@C2(2")"
-(2,.C"K,%FC&0"_2),"$2"6(%2,,20"C)$"N</&"J22,"$2.*)(2$"
a%,F"'>"_2(</)*2A"eVWVEf0"),$"&'@)($"@C%.C"@2(2"C)/­
tening the bands of the children’s crusade.

" OC2" .',;2(/%'," '>" -(),.%/0" ()$%.)*" )/" %&"@)/0"
F%;%,F" )" ,2@" $%(2.&%'," &'" C%/" &C'<FC&/" ),$"@%**0" C)$"
,'&" C)$" 5'@2(" &'" .C),F2" &C2" >'<,$)&%'," '>" C%/" .C)(­
).&2(:" "^9,")"F(2)&"C2)(&"2;2(B&C%,F" %/"F(2)&:d" " 9,";)%,"
is one changed at conversion – he  remains  the same.  
OC)&"@C%.C" .C),F2/" %/" ,'&" C2"@C'" %/" .',;2(&2$0" J<&"
C%/"/<(('<,$%,F/v"C2"%/"/<$$2,*B"%,&('$<.2$"%,&'")",2@"
5)&C0"J<&"(<,/" %," %&"@%&C" &C2"/)A2")($'(:" "-(),.%/"/&%**"

PAUL SABATIER
«LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS 

OF ASSISI»
Translated into English by Louise Seymour Houghton,

(Hodder and Stoughton), London 1908.
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(2A)%,2$")"K,%FC&0"),$"%&"%/"52(C)5/"&C%/"@C%.C"@',">'("
C%A"%,"/'"C%FC")"$2F(22"&C2"@'(/C%5"'>"&C2"G,2/&"/'<*/"
'>"&C2"I%$$*2"?F2/:"OC2(2"@)/"%,"C%A"&C)&"*',F%,F">'("
&C2"<,K,'@,0"&C)&"&C%(/&">'(")$;2,&<(2/"),$"/).(%G.2/0"
@C%.C"A)K2/"&C2"C%/&'(B"'>"C%/".2,&<(B"/'"F(),$"),$"/'"
)&&().&%;20"%,"/5%&2"'>"A),B"$)(K">2)&<(2/:

" OC'/2" @C'" C);2" )" F2,%</" >'(" (2*%F%'," C);2"
generally  the  privilege  of  illusion.   They  never  quite 
/22"C'@"*)(F2"&C2"@'(*$"%/:""MC2,"&C2%(">)%&C"C)/"A';2$"
)"A'<,&)%,"&C2B"&C(%**"@%&C"()5&<(20"*%K2"&C2"'*$"U2J(2@"
5('5C2&/0"),$"%&"/22A/"&'"&C2A"&C)&"&C2B"/22"&C2"$)@,­
%,F" '>" &C2" $)B" ^@C2," &C2" F*'(B" '>" &C2" ='($"@%**" )5­
52)(0"@C2,"&C2"@'*>"),$"&C2"*)AJ"@%**">22$"&'F2&C2(:d""
6*2//2$" %**</%',0" &C)&" G(2/" &C2" J*''$" *%K2" )" F2,2('</"
@%,20"/'" &C)&" &C2"/'*$%2(/"'>"(%FC&2'</,2//"C<(*" &C2A­
/2*;2/" )F)%,/&" &C2" A'/&" C'((%G." >'(&(2//2/0" J2*%2;%,F"
&C)&"&C2/2"',.2"&)K2,"&C2"@)("@%**"J2"2,$2$:

" -(),.%/"C)$">'<,$"/<.C"N'B/"%,"C%/"<,%',"@%&C"
poverty that he held it for proven that one needed only 
&'"J2")"A),"&'")/5%(2")>&2("&C2"/)A2"C)55%,2//0"),$"&C)&"
&C2"hVcVj"+)().2,/"@'<*$"J2".',;2(&2$"%,".('@$/"&'"&C2"
F'/52*"'>"_2/</0"%>"',*B"%&"@2(2"),,'<,.2$"&'"&C2A"%,")**"
%&/"/%A5*%.%&B:"U2"&C2(2>'(2"Y<%&&2$"4'(&%<,.<*)">'("&C%/"
,2@"K%,$"'>".(</)$2:""9&"%/",'&"K,'@,">('A"@C)&"5'(&"C2"
2AJ)(K2$:""9&"@)/"5('J)J*B"%,"&C2")<&<A,"'>"VWVW:""?"
tempest having cast the ship upon the coast of Slavo­
,%)0"C2"@)/"'J*%F2$"&'"(2/%F,"C%A/2*>"2%&C2("&'"(2A)%,"
/2;2()*"A',&C/" %," &C'/2"5)(&/"'(" &'"(2&<(," &'"9&)*Bv"C2"
$2.%$2$"&'"(2&<(,0"J<&">'<,$"A<.C"$%>G.<*&B"%,"/2.<(%,F"
)"5)//)F2"',")"/C%5"@C%.C"@)/")J'<&"&'"/)%*">'("?,.',):""
U2"C)$",'"%**Q@%**")F)%,/&"&C2"/)%*'(/0"C'@2;2(0"),$"&C2"
/&'.K"'>">''$">)**%,F"/C'(&"C2"/C)(2$"@%&C"&C2A"&C2"5('­
;%/%',/"@%&C"@C%.C"C%/">(%2,$/"C)$"';2(*')$2$"C%A:

  No sooner had he landed than he set out on a 
5(2).C%,F"&'<(0"%,"@C%.C"/'<*/"(2/5',$2$"&'"C%/")552)*/"
@%&C"2;2,"A'(2"2)F2(,2//"&C),"%,"&%A2/"5)/&:""M2"A)B"
/<55'/2"&C)&"C2"(2&<(,2$">('A"+*);',%)"%,"&C2"@%,&2("'>"
VWVWQVWVo0"),$"&C)&"C2"2A5*'B2$"&C2">'**'@%,F"/5(%,F"
%," 2;),F2*%l%,F"H2,&()*" 9&)*B:" " 9&"@)/" 52(C)5/" $<(%,F"
&C%/"=2,&"&C)&"C2"(2&%(2$"&'"),"%/*),$"%,"=)K2"O()/%A2,'0"
A)K%,F")"/'N'<(,"&C2(2"@C%.C")>&2(@)($"J2.)A2">)A'</"
%,"C%/"*2F2,$:""U'@2;2("&C)&"A)B"J20")"52(>2.&*B"(2*%­
)J*2"$'.<A2,&"/C'@/"C%A"&'"C);2"J22,"%,"&C2"n'A)F,)"
%,"&C2"A',&C"'>"I)B0"VWVo:""g,2"$)B"-(),.%/"),$"C%/"
.'A5),%',0"52(C)5/"6('&C2("=2'0")((%;2$")&"&C2".C)&2)<"
'>"I',&2>2*&('0"J2&@22,"I).2()&)"),$"+),"I)(%,':""?"
F(),$">z&2"@)/"J2%,F"F%;2,">'("&C2"(2.25&%',"'>")",2@"
K,%FC&0"J<&"&C2",'%/2"),$"/%,F%,F"$%$",'&")>>(%FC&"&C2A0"
),$"@%&C'<&"C2/%&)&%',"&C2B"2,&2(2$"&C2".'<(&0"@C2(2")**"
hVcWj"&C2",'J%*%&B"'>"&C2".'<,&(B"@)/")//2AJ*2$:""-(),­
.%/"&C2,"&)K%,F">'("C%/"&2P&"&C2"&@'"*%,2/0

“Tanto è il bene ch’aspetto
HCZ'F,%"52,)"AZr"$%*2&&'0d
preached  so  touching  a  sermon  that  several 

of  those present  forgot  for  a moment  the  tourney  for 
@C%.C"&C2B"C)$".'A2:"g,2"'>"&C2A0"g(*),$'"$2%"H)&­
&),%0"H'<,&"'>"HC%</%"%,"H)/2,&%,'0"@)/"/'"A<.C"A';2$"
&C)&0"$()@%,F"-(),.%/")/%$20"^-)&C2(0d"C2"/)%$"&'"C%A0"^9"

$2/%(2"A<.C"&'".',;2(/2"@%&C"B'<")J'<&"&C2"/)*;)&%',"
'>"AB"/'<*:d""^82(B"@%**%,F*B0d"(25*%2$"-(),.%/v"^J<&"F'"
>'("&C%/"A'(,%,F0"$'"C','("&'"&C'/2">(%2,$/"@C'"C);2"
%,;%&2$"B'<0"2)&"@%&C"&C2A0"),$")>&2("&C)&"@2"@%**".',­
verse as much as you please.”

" +'"%&"@)/"$',2:""OC2".'<,&".)A2"J).K"),$".',­
.*<$2$" &C2" %,&2(;%2@"JB"/)B%,F0"^9"C);2" %,"O</.),B")"
mountain  especially  favorable  to  contemplation;  it  is 
2,&%(2*B"%/'*)&2$"),$"@'<*$"@2**"/<%&"),B',2"@C'"$2­
/%(2$"&'"$'"52,),.2">)(">('A"&C2",'%/2"'>"&C2"@'(*$v"%>"
%&"5*2)/2$"B'<"9"@'<*$"@%**%,F*B"F%;2"%&"&'"B'<"),$"B'<("
brethren for the salvation of my soul.”

" -(),.%/" )..25&2$" %&" N'B><**B0" J<&" )/" C2" @)/"
'J*%F2$"&'"J2")&"4'(&%<,.<*)">'("&C2"MC%&/<,$)B".C)5&2("
C2"5'/&5',2$"C%/";%/%&"&'"&C2"82(,)"&'")"A'(2">);'()J*2"
time.

" 9&"@)/" 52(C)5/" %," &C%/" .%(.<%&" &C)&" C2"@2,&" &'"
9A'*)v")&"*2)/&",'&C%,F">'(J%$/"&C2"/<55'/%&%',:""?*@)B/"
.'<(&2'</0"C2"C)$"F',2" %AA2$%)&2*B"',"C%/")((%;)*" &'"
5(2/2,&"C%A/2*>"&'"&C2"J%/C'50"),$")/K"'>"C%A")<&C'(%&B"
&'"5(2).C:""^9")A",'&"%,",22$"'>"),B',2"&'")%$"A2"%,"AB"
&)/K0d" hVcoj" (25*%2$" &C2"J%/C'5"$(B*B:" "-(),.%/"J'@2$"
),$"(2&%(2$0"A'(2"5'*%&2"),$"2;2,"A'(2"F2,&*2"&C),"</<­
)*:""6<&"%,"*2//"&C),"C'<("C2"C)$"(2&<(,2$:"^MC)&"%/"%&0"
J('&C2(0"@C)&"$'"B'<"@),&"'>"A2")F)%,3d""̂ I',/%F,'(0d"
(25*%2$"-(),.%/0"^@C2,")">)&C2("$(%;2/"C%/"/',"'<&")&"&C2"
$''("C2"(2&<(,/"JB"&C2"@%,$'@:d

" OC2" J%/C'50" $%/)(A2$" JB" /<.C" 5%'</" 52(/%/­
&2,.20"F);2"&C2"$2/%(2$")<&C'(%l)&%',:

" OC2")%A"'>"-(),.%/")&"&C)&"&%A20"C'@2;2(0"@)/"
,'&"&'"2;),F2*%l2"9&)*Bv"C%/">(%)(/"@2(2")*(2)$B"/.)&&2(2$"
over it in great numbers; and he desired rather to gain 
&C2A")..2//"&'",2@".'<,&(%2/:

" R'&"C);%,F"J22,")J*2" &'" (2).C" &C2" %,G$2*/" %,"
+B(%)0"C2"(2/'*;2$"&'"/22K"&C2A"%,"I'('..':""+'A2"*%&&*2"
&%A2"J2>'(2"e_<*B0"VWVWf0"&C2"&(''5/"'>"&C2"?*A'C)$2/"
had met an  irreparable defeat  in  the plains of Tolosa; 
J2)&2," JB" &C2" .')*%&%'," '>" &C2"a%,F/" '>"?()F',0"R)­
;)((20"),$"H)/&%*20"I'C)AA2$Q2*QR)/2("C)$" (2&<(,2$"
to Morocco to die.  Francis felt that this victory of arms 
@'<*$"J2",'&C%,F"%>"%&"@2(2",'&">'**'@2$"JB")"52).2><*"
victory of the gospel spirit.

" U2"@)/"/'"><**"'>"C%/"5('N2.&0"/'"A<.C"%,"C)/&2"
&'")((%;2")&" &C2"2,$"'>"C%/" N'<(,2B0" &C)&";2(B"'>&2,"C2"
@'<*$" >'(F2&" C%/" .'A5),%',0" ),$" C)/&2,%,F" >'(@)($"
@'<*$"*2);2"C%A">)("J2C%,$:""OC2"J%'F()5C2(/")(2"<,­
>'(&<,)&2*B"A'/&"*).',%."@%&C"(2F)($"&'"&C%/"2P52$%&%',v"
&C2B"A2(2*B" /)B" &C)&" '," )((%;%,F" %," +5)%," C2"@)/" /'"
/2(%'</*B"%**"&C)&")"(2&<(,"C'A2"@)/"%A52()&%;2:"62B',$"
)">2@"*'.)*"*2F2,$/0",'&";2(B"@2**")&&2/&2$0"@2"5'//2//"
no other information upon the labors of the Saint in this 
.'<,&(B0",'("<5',"&C2"('<&2"@C%.C"C2">'**'@2$"2%&C2("%,"
going or returning.

" OC%/" /%*2.2" %/",'&" )&" )**" /<(5(%/%,F0" ),$"'<FC&"
,'&"&'"A)K2"</"<,$2(;)*<2"&C2"%A5'(&),.2"'>"&C%/"A%/­
/%',:" "OC2" hVc`j" ',2" &'" #FB5&0"@C%.C" &''K" 5*).2" /%P"
B2)(/"*)&2(0"@%&C")"@C'*2"&()%,"'>">(%)(/0"),$")&")"&%A2"
@C2," &C2"g($2(" @)/"A<.C"A'(2" $2;2*'52$0" %/"A2,­
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&%',2$"',*B"%,")">2@"*%,2/"JB"OC'A)/"'>"H2*),'v"J<&">'("
&C2"(2.2,&"$%/.';2(B"'>"&C2"HC(',%.*2"'>"6('&C2("S%'(­
dano di Giano and the copious details given by Jacques 
$2"8%&(B0"@2"/C'<*$"J2"(2$<.2$"&'".',N2.&<(2/"<5',"&C)&"
N'<(,2B")*/':""OC2"+5),%/C"*2F2,$/0"&'"@C%.C")**</%',"
C)/"N</&"J22,"A)$20".),,'&"J2")*&'F2&C2("@%&C'<&">'<,­
$)&%',0"),B"A'(2"&C),"&C'/2"@C%.C".',.2(,"&C2"N'<(,2B"
'>"+&:"-(),.%/"&C('<FC"=),F<2$'."),$"4%2$A',&v"J<&"%,"
the actual condition of  the sources  it  is  impossible  to 
A)K2")".C'%.20"@%&C"),B"/'(&"'>")<&C'(%&B0"J2&@22,"&C2"
C%/&'(%."J)/%/"),$")$$%&%',/"&'"%&"@C'**B"@%&C'<&";)*<2:

" OC2"A%//%',"%,"+5)%,"$'<J&*2//"&''K"5*).2"J2­
&@22,"&C2"MC%&/<,$)B"'>"VWV`"),$"&C)&"'>"VWV\:""-(),­
.%/0"9"&C%,K0"C)$"5)//2$"&C2"5(2;%'</"B2)("%,"9&)*B:""42(­
C)5/"C2"@)/"&C2,"F'%,F"&'"/22"&C2"82(,):""OC2"I)(.C"
'>"?,.',)"),$"&C2"8)**2B"'>"n%2&%"@'<*$",)&<()**B"C);2"
)&&().&2$"C%A"2Y<)**B")J'<&"&C%/"25'.C0"),$"G,)**B"&C2"
F('@&C" '>" &C2" &@'" J(),.C2/" '>" &C2" g($2(" A</&" C);2"
A)$2",2.2//)(B"C%/"5(2/2,.2")&"4'(&%<,.<*)"),$"+&:"1)­
mian.  The rapidity and importance of these missions 
'<FC&"%,",'"/2,/2"&'"F%;2"/<(5(%/20",'(")@)K2,"2P)FF2(­
)&2$".(%&%.)*"$'<J&/:""9&"&''K"',*B")">2@"C'<(/"&'"J2.'A2"
)"A2AJ2("'>"&C2">()&2(,%&B0"),$"@2"A)B",'"$'<J&"&C2"
/%,.2(%&B"'>"&C2/2";'.)&%',/0"/%,.2"&C2%(".',$%&%',"@)/"
&C2"%AA2QhVc\j$%)&2"F%;%,F"<5"'>")**"5('52(&B"'>"@C)&­
2;2("K%,$0">'("&C2"J2,2G&"'>"&C2"5''(:" "OC2",2@">(%)(/"
@2(2"J)(2*B"(2.2%;2$"@C2,"&C2B"%,"&C2%("&<(,"J2F),"&'"
(2.2%;2"'&C2(/0"'>&2,"J2.'A%,F"&C2"C2)$/"'>"&C2"A';2­
A2,&"%,"@C)&2;2("5*).2"&C2B"C)552,2$"&'"J2:""OC2"@)B"
%,"@C%.C"@2"/22"&C%,F/"F'%,F"',"%,"S2(A),B"%,"VWWV0"
),$"%,"#,F*),$"%,"VWW`0"F%;2/")";2(B"*%;%,F"5%.&<(2"'>"
this spiritual germination.

" O'">'<,$")"A',)/&2(B"%&"@)/"2,'<FC"&C)&"&@'"
'("&C(22"6('&C2(/"/C'<*$"C);2")&"&C2%("$%/5'/%&%',"/'A2"
/'(&"'>")"/C2*&2(0"@C2,.2"&C2B"()$%)&2$"'<&"%,&'"&C2".%&B"
),$" &C2",2%FCJ'(%,F" .'<,&(B:" " 9&"@'<*$0" &C2(2>'(20" J2"
)/"A<.C"),"2P)FF2()&%'," &'"$2/.(%J2"+&:"-(),.%/" )/" )"
A),"@C'" 5)//2$" C%/" *%>2" %," >'<,$%,F" .',;2,&/0" )/" &'"
$2,B")*&'F2&C2(" &C2" *'.)*" &()$%&%',/"@C%.C")&&(%J<&2" &'"
C%A" &C2"2(2.&%',"'>")"C<,$(2$"A',)/&2(%2/:" " 9,"A),B"
.)/2/")"F*),.2"%/"2,'<FC"&'"/C'@"@C2&C2("&C2/2".*)%A/"
'>" ),&%Y<%&B" )(2" N</&%G2$v" J2>'(2" VWWE" &C2"g($2(" C)$"
',*B" C2(A%&)F2/" )>&2(" &C2" 5)&&2(," '>" &C2"82(,)" '(" &C2"
H)(.2(%0"/'*2*B" %,&2,$2$">'(" &C2"6('&C2(/"@C'"$2/%(2$"
to pass some time in retreat.

" n2&<(,2$"&'"?//%/%0"-(),.%/")$A%&&2$"&'"&C2"g(­
$2(")".2(&)%,",<AJ2("'>"*2)(,2$"A2,0")A',F"@C'A"@)/"
52(C)5/"OC'A)/"'>"H2*),':""OC2"*)&&2(0"%,">).&0"/)B/"&C)&"
S'$")&" &C)&" &%A2"A2(.%><**B" (2A2AJ2(2$"C%A0"),$"C2"
)$$/" ><(&C2(" ',]" ^OC2" J*2//2$" -(),.%/"@)/" '>" )," 2P­
Y<%/%&2",'J%*%&B"'>"C2)(&"),$"><**"'>"$%/.2(,A2,&v"@%&C"
&C2"F(2)&2/&".)(2"C2"(2,$2(2$"&'"2).C"',2"@C)&"@)/"$<2"
C%A0"@%&C"@%/$'A".',/%$2(%,F"%,"2).C".)/2"&C2"$2F(22"
of their dignities.”

" OC%/" $'2/" ,'&" C)(A',%l2" ;2(B" @2**" @%&C" &C2"
.C)().&2(" '>"-(),.%/" )/"@2"C);2" /K2&.C2$" %&v" ',2" .),"
hardly imagine him persevering in his Order such pro­
>'<,$"$%/&%,.&%',/")/"@2(2")&"&C)&"&%A2"A)$2"J2&@22,"

&C2"$%>>2(2,&"/'.%)*"(),K/0"J<&"C2"C)$"&C)&"&(<2"),$"2&2(­
,)*"5'*%&,2//"hVcDj"@C%.C"C)/"%&/"(''&/"%,"&C2"C2)(&0"),$"
@C%.C"%/"',*B"),"2P5(2//%',"'>"&).&"),$"*';2:""9&".'<*$"
,'&"J2"'&C2(@%/2"@%&C")"A),"@C'"/)@"%,".'<(&2/B"',2"
of the qualities of God.

  We are  approaching one of  the most obscure 
periods of his life.  After the chapter of 1215 he seems 
to have passed through one of those crises of discour­
)F2A2,&"/'">(2Y<2,&"@%&C"&C'/2"@C'"*',F"&'"(2)*%l2"&C2"
%$2)*" %," &C%/" @'(*$:" " U)$" C2" $%/.';2(2$" &C2" @)(,%,F"
/%F,/"'>"&C2"A%/>'(&<,2/"@C%.C"@2(2"&'".'A2"<5',"C%/"
>)A%*B3""U)$"C2".'A2"&'"/22"&C)&"&C2",2.2//%&%2/"'>"*%>2"
@2(2"&'"/<**B"),$"J*%FC&"C%/"$(2)A3""U)$"C2"/22,"%,"&C2"
.C2.K"'>"C%/"A%//%',/" %,"+B(%)"),$"I'('..'")"5(';%­
$2,&%)*" %,$%.)&%'," &C)&" C2" C)$" &'" .C),F2" C%/"A2&C'$3""
M2"$'",'&"K,'@:""6<&")J'<&"&C%/"&%A2"C2">2*&"&C2",22$"
'>"&<(,%,F"&'"+&:"H*)()"),$"6('&C2("+%*;2/&('">'(".'<,­
/2*"',"&C2"/<JN2.&"'>"&C2"$'<J&/"),$"C2/%&)&%',/"@C%.C"
assailed him; their reply restored to him peace and joy.  
God by  their mouth commanded him  to  continue his 
apostolate.

" 9AA2$%)&2*B"C2"('/2"),$"/2&">'(&C"%,"&C2"$%(2.­
&%',"'>"62;)F,)0"@%&C"),")($'("@C%.C"C2"C)$",2;2("B2&"
/C'@,:""9,"2,.'<()F%,F"C%A"&'"52(/2;2(2"H*)()"C)$"%,"
/'A2"/'(&"%,'.<*)&2$"C%A"@%&C")",2@"2,&C</%)/A:""g,2"
@'($" >('A" C2(" C)$" /<>G.2$" &'" F%;2" C%A" J).K" )**" C%/"
.'<()F20"),$">('A"&C%/"5'%,&"%,"C%/"*%>2"@2"G,$"%,"C%A"
A'(2"5'2&(B0"A'(2"*';20"&C),"2;2("J2>'(2:

" -<**"'>"N'B0"C2"@)/"F'%,F"',"C%/"@)B"@C2,0"52(­
.2%;%,F" /'A2" L'.K/" '>" J%($/0" C2" &<(,2$" )/%$2" )" *%&&*2"
>('A" &C2" (')$" &'"F'" &'" &C2A:" "-)(" >('A" &)K%,F"L%FC&0"
&C2B" L'.K2$" )('<,$" C%A" )/" %>" &'" J%$" C%A" @2*.'A2:""
^6('&C2(" J%($/0d" C2" /)%$" &'" &C2A" &C2,0" ^B'<"'<FC&" &'"
praise and love your Creator very much.  He has given 
B'<">2)&C2(/" >'(" hVccj".*'&C%,F0"@%,F/">'("LB%,F0"),$"
all that is needful for you.  He has made you the noblest 
of his creatures; he permits you to live in the pure air; 
B'<"C);2",2%&C2("&'"/'@",'("&'"(2)50"),$"B2&"C2"&)K2/"
.)(2"'>"B'<0"@)&.C2/"';2("B'<"),$"F<%$2/"B'<:d""OC2,"
&C2"J%($/"J2F),"&'")(.C"&C2%(",2.K/0"&'"/5(2)$"'<&"&C2%("
@%,F/0"&'"'52,"&C2%("J2)K/0"&'"*''K")&"C%A0")/"%>"&'"&C),K"
C%A0"@C%*2"C2"@2,&"<5"),$"$'@,"%,"&C2%("A%$/&"/&('K%,F"
&C2A"@%&C"&C2"J'($2("'>"C%/"&<,%.0"/2,$%,F"&C2A")@)B"
)&"*)/&"@%&C"C%/"J*2//%,F:

" 9,"&C%/"/)A2"2;),F2*%l%,F"&'<(0"5)//%,F"&C('<FC"
?*;%),'0"C2"/5'K2")">2@"2PC'(&)&%',/"&'"&C2"52'5*20"J<&"
&C2"/@)**'@/"/'"G**2$"&C2")%("@%&C"&C2%(".C%(5%,F"&C)&"C2"
.'<*$",'&"A)K2"C%A/2*>"C2)($:""^9&"%/"AB"&<(,"&'"/52)K0d"
C2"/)%$"&'"&C2Av"^*%&&*2"/%/&2("/@)**'@/0"C2)(K2,"&'"&C2"
@'($"'>"S'$v"K225"/%*2,&"),$"J2";2(B"Y<%2&"<,&%*"9"C);2"
G,%/C2$:d

" M2" /22" C'@" -(),.%/Z/" *';2" 2P&2,$2$" &'" )**"
.(2)&%',0" C'@" &C2" $%>></2$" *%>2" /C2$" )J(')$" <5'," )**"
things  inspired and moved him.   From the sun  to  the 
2)(&C@'(A"@C%.C" @2" &()A5*2" <,$2(" >''&0" 2;2(B&C%,F"
breathed in his ear the ineffable sigh of beings that live 
),$" /<>>2(" ),$" $%20" ),$" %," &C2%(" *%>2" )/" %," &C2%(" $2)&C"
C);2")"5)(&"%,"&C2"$%;%,2"@'(K:
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" ^4()%/2$"J2"&C'<0"='($0"@%&C")**"&CB".(2)&<(2/0"
2/52.%)**B">'("AB"J('&C2("+<,"@C%.C"F%;2/"</"&C2"$)B"
),$"JB"C%A"&C'<"/C'@2/&"&CB"*%FC&:""U2"%/"J2)<&%><*"),$"
()$%),&"@%&C"F(2)&"/5*2,$'(v"'>"&C220"I'/&"U%FC0"C2"%/"
the symbol.”

" U2(2")F)%,0"-(),.%/"(2;%;2/"&C2"U2J(2@"%,/5%­
()&%',0"&C2"/%A5*2"),$"F(),$'%/2";%2@"'>"&C2"5('5C2&/"'>"
9/()2*:""^4()%/2"&C2"='($yd"&C2"('B)*"4/)*A%/&"C)$"/<,F0"
hVc[j"^5()%/2"&C2"='($0"G(2"),$">('/&0"/,'@"),$"A%/&/0"
/&'(AB"@%,$/"&C)&"$'"C%/"@%**0"A'<,&)%,/"),$")**"C%**/0"
>(<%&Q&(22/"),$")**".2$)(/0"J2)/&/"),$")**".)&&*20".(225%,F"
&C%,F/"),$">'@*/"@%&C"@%,F/0"K%,F/"'>"&C2"2)(&C"),$")**"
52'5*2/0"5(%,.2/"),$")**"N<$F2/"'>"&C2"2)(&C0"B'<,F"A2,"
),$"A)%$2,/0" '*$"A2," ),$" .C%*$(2,0" 5()%/2" &C2"='($0"
praise ye the Lord!”

" OC2"$)B"'>" &C2"J%($/"'>"62;)F,)"(2A)%,2$"%,"
C%/"A2A'(B")/"',2"'>"&C2"A'/&"J2)<&%><*"'>"C%/"@C'*2"
*%>20"),$"&C'<FC"</<)**B"/'"(2/2(;2$"C2")*@)B/"*';2$"&'"
&2**"'>" %&v" %&"@)/"J2.)</2"C2"'@2$"&'"H*)()" &C2/2"5<(2"
)($'(/"@C%.C"J('<FC&"C%A" %,&'")" /2.(2&" ),$"$2*%.%'</"
.'AA<,%',"@%&C")**"J2%,F/v"%,"C%/"C2)(&"C2"J'(2"),"%A­
A2,/2"F()&%&<$2"&'"C2("@C'0"N</&"@C2,"C2",22$2$"%&0"C)$"
K,'@,"C'@"&'"(2&<(,"&'"C%A"*';2">'("*';20"%,/5%()&%',"
for inspiration.

" -(),.%/Z/" /BA5)&CB" >'(" ),%A)*/0" )/"@2" /22" %&"
/C%,%,F">'(&C"C2(20"C)/",',2"'>"&C)&"/2,&%A2,&)*%/A0"/'"
'>&2," )(&%G.%)*" ),$" 2P.*</%;2"'>" )**" '&C2(" *';20"@C%.C"
certain  associations  of  his  time  noisily  displayed;  in 
C%A"%&"%/"',*B")"A),%>2/&)&%',"'>"C%/">22*%,F">'(",)&<(20")"
$225*B"AB/&%.)*0"',2"A%FC&"/)B"5),&C2%/&%.0"/2,&%A2,&0"
%>"&C2"@'($"C)$",'&")"&''"$2G,%&2*B"5C%*'/'5C%.)*"/2,/20"
quite opposite to the Franciscan thought.

" OC%/"/2,&%A2,&0"@C%.C"%,"&C2"5'2&/"'>"&C2"&C%(­
&22,&C".2,&<(B0"%/"/'"'>&2,">)*/2"),$")>>2.&2$0"@)/"%,"C%A"
,'&"',*B"&(<20"J<&"C)$"%,"%&"/'A2&C%,F")*%;20"C2)*&CB0"('­
J</&:"hVcXj"9&"%/"&C%/";2%,"'>"5'2&(B"@C%.C")@'K2"9&)*B"
&'"/2*>Q.',/.%'</,2//0"A)$2"C2(" %,")">2@"B2)(/">'(F2&"
&C2",%FC&A)(2"'>"H)&C)(%/&"%$2)/0"),$"(2/.<2$"C2(">('A"
52//%A%/A:""6B"%&"-(),.%/"J2.)A2"&C2">'(2(<,,2("'>"&C2"
)(&%/&%." A';2A2,&" @C%.C" 5(2.2$2$" &C2" n2,)%//),.20"
&C2" %,/5%(2(" '>" &C)&" F('<5" '>" 4(2Qn)5C)2*%&2/0" )@K­
@)($0"F('&2/Y<2"%,"$()@%,F"&C'<FC")&"&%A2/"&C2B"@2(20"
&'"@C'A"@2" &<(," &'Q$)B"@%&C" )" /'(&" '>"5%2&B0"G,$%,F"
%,"&C2%("<,F().2><*"/)%,&/"),"%,,2("*%>20")"A'()*">22*%,F"
@C%.C"@2"/22K">'("2*/2@C2(2"%,";)%,:

" 9>" &C2";'%.2"'>"&C2"4';2(2**'"'>"?//%/%"@)/"/'"
@2**"<,$2(/&''$"%&"@)/"J2.)</2"%,"&C%/"A)&&2(0")/"%,")**"
'&C2(/0"%&"@)/"2,&%(2*B"<,.',;2,&%',)*:""U'@">)("@2")(20"
@%&C" C%A0" >('A" &C2" G2(.2" '>" 4C)(%/)%." 5%2&B" '>" &C'/2"
A',K/"@C%.C" >'(J%$/" 2;2," &C2" >2A)*2/" '>" ),%A)*/" &'"
enter their convent!  His notion of chastity in no sense 
(2/2AJ*2/" &C%/"2P.2//%;2"5(<$2(B:" "g,2"$)B")&"+%2,,)"
C2")/K2$">'("/'A2"&<(&*2Q$';2/0"),$"C'*$%,F"&C2A"%,"&C2"
/K%(&"'>"C%/" &<,%.0"C2" /)%$]" ^=%&&*2" /%/&2(/" &<(&*2Q$';2/0"
B'<")(2"/%A5*20"%,,'.2,&0"),$".C)/&2v"@CB"$%$"B'<"*2&"
B'<(/2*;2/"J2".)<FC&3""9"/C)**"/);2"B'<">('A"$2)&C0"),$"
C);2",2/&/"A)$2">'("B'<0"/'"&C)&"B'<"A)B"J(%,F">'(&C"
young and multiply according to the commandment of 

our Creator.”
" ?,$"C2"@2,&"),$"A)$2",2/&/">'("&C2A")**0"),$"

the  turtle­doves began  to  lay eggs and bring up  their 
J(''$/"<,$2("&C2"2B2/"'>"&C2"6('&C2(/:

" ?&"n%2&%")">)A%*B"'>"(2$QJ(2)/&/"@2(2"&C2"F<2/&/"
'>"&C2"A',)/&2(B0"),$"&C2"B'<,F"J%($/"A)$2"A)()$%,F"
2P52QhV[Ej$%&%',/"'," &C2";2(B" &)J*2"@C2(2" &C2"6('&C­
2(/"@2(2"2)&%,F:" "R'&">)(">('A"&C2(20")&"S(2..%'0" &C2B"
J('<FC&"&'"-(),.%/")"*2;2(2&"&C)&"C)$"J22,"&)K2,")*%;2"
%,")"&()5:""^H'A2"&'"A20"J('&C2("*2;2(2&0d"C2"/)%$"&'"%&:""
?,$")/"&C2"5''(".(2)&<(2/0"J2%,F"/2&">(220"(),"&'"C%A">'("
(2><F20"C2"&''K"%&"<50".)(2//2$"%&0"),$"G,)**B"5<&"%&"',"
&C2"F('<,$"&C)&"%&"A%FC&"(<,")@)Bv"J<&"%&"(2&<(,2$"&'"C%A"
)F)%,"),$")F)%,0"/'"&C)&"C2"@)/"'J*%F2$"&'"/2,$"%&"&'"&C2"
,2%FCJ'(%,F">'(2/&"J2>'(2"%&"@'<*$".',/2,&"&'"(2&<(,"&'"
freedom.

" g,2" $)B" C2" @)/" .('//%,F" &C2" =)K2" '>" n%2&%:""
OC2"J')&A)," %,"@C'/2" J)(K" C2"@)/"A)K%,F" &C2" 5)/­
/)F2"'>>2(2$"C%A")"&2,.C"'>"<,.'AA',"/%l2:" "-(),.%/"
)..25&2$"%&"@%&C"N'B0"J<&"&'"&C2"F(2)&")A)l2A2,&"'>"&C2"
G/C2(A),"5<&"%&"J).K"%,&'"&C2"@)&2(0"J%$$%,F"%&"&'"J*2//"
God.

" M2"/C'<*$",2;2("C);2"$',2"%>"@2"@2(2"&'"(2*)&2"
)**"&C2"%,.%$2,&/"'>"&C%/"K%,$0">'("&C2"/2,&%A2,&"'>",)&<(2"
@)/" %,,)&2"@%&C" C%Av" %&" @)/" )" 52(52&<)*" .'AA<,%',"
@C%.C"A)$2"C%A"*';2"&C2"@C'*2".(2)&%',:" "U2"%/"();­
%/C2$"@%&C"&C2"@%&.C2(B"'>"F(2)&">'(2/&/v"C2"C)/"&C2"&2(­
('(/"'>")".C%*$"@C2,"C2"%/")*',2")&"5()B2("%,")"$2/2(&2$"
.C)52*0" J<&"C2" &)/&2/" %,2>>)J*2" N'B"A2(2*B" %," %,C)*%,F"
&C2"52(><A2"'>")"L'@2(0"'("F)l%,F"%,&'"&C2"*%A5%$"@)&2("
'>")"J(''K:

  This  perfect  lover  of  poverty  permitted  one 
*<P<(B"k"C2"2;2,".'AA),$2$"%&")&"4'(&%<,.<*)"k"&C)&"'>"
L'@2(/v"&C2"6('&C2("@)/"J%$$2,",'&"&'"/'@";2F2&)J*2/"
and useful plants only; he must reserve one corner of 
F''$"F('<,$" hV[Vj" >'(" '<(" /%/&2(/0" &C2"L'@2(/" '>" &C2"
G2*$/:""-(),.%/"&)*K2$"@%&C"&C2A")*/'0"'("()&C2("C2"(2­
5*%2$"&'"&C2A0">'("&C2%("AB/&2(%'</"),$"F2,&*2"*),F<)F2"
crept into the very depth of his heart.

" OC2"&C%(&22,&C".2,&<(B"@)/"5(25)(2$"&'"<,$2(­
stand the voice of the Umbrian poet; the sermon to the 
J%($/" .*'/2$" %," &C2" (2%F," '>"6Bl),&%,2" )(&" ),$" '>" &C2"
&C'<FC&"'>"@C%.C"%&"@)/"&C2"%A)F2:""9&"%/"&C2"2,$"'>"$'F­
matism and authority; it is the coming in of individual­
%/A"),$" %,/5%()&%',v";2(B"<,.2(&)%,0",'"$'<J&0" ),$" &'"
J2" >'**'@2$"JB"'J/&%,)&2" (2).&%',/0" J<&" ,',2" &C2" *2//"
A)(K%,F")"$)&2"%,"&C2"C%/&'(B"'>"&C2"C<A),".',/.%2,.2:""
I),B")A',F"&C2".'A5),%',/"'>"-(),.%/"@2(2"&''"A<.C"
&C2" .C%*$(2," '>" &C2%(" .2,&<(B0" &''" &C'('<FC*B" %AJ<2$"
@%&C"%&/"&C2'*'F%.)*"hV[Wj"),$"A2&)5CB/%.)*"A2&C'$/0"&'"
quite understand a sentiment so simple and profound.  
6<&"2).C"%,"C%/"$2F(22">2*&"%&/".C)(A:""U2(2"OC'A)/"'>"
H2*),'Z/"*),F<)F2"(%/2/"&'"),"2*2;)&%',"@C%.C"@2"G,$"
%,",'"'&C2("5)(&"'>"C%/"@'(K/0".*'/%,F"@%&C")"5%.&<(2"'>"
-(),.%/"@C%.C"A)K2/"',2"&C%,K"'>"&C2"+',F"'>"+',F/:

" g>"A'(2"&C),"A%$$*2"C2%FC&0"-(),.%/"C)$")"$2*­
%.)&2"),$"K%,$*B">).20"J*).K"2B2/0")"/'>&"),$"/','('</"
;'%.2:" "OC2(2"@)/"%,"C%/"@C'*2"52(/',")"$2*%.).B"),$"



20  !"#$%&'&'()**)''+' April ­ June 2010

Franciscan Culture

F().2"@C%.C"A)$2"C%A"%,G,%&2*B"*';2*B:""?**"&C2/2".C)(­
acteristics are found in the most ancient portraits.

Chapter XI

THE INNER MAN AND 
WONDER­WORKING

" hV[oj"OC2"A%//%',)(B"N'<(,2B0"<,$2(&)K2,"<,­
der  the encouragement of St. Clara and  so poetically 
%,)<F<()&2$" JB" &C2" /2(A'," &'" &C2" J%($/" '>" 62;)F,)0"
appears to have been a continual triumph for Francis.  
=2F2,$"$2G,%&%;2*B" &)K2/"5'//2//%',"'>"C%Av"@C2&C2("
C2"@%**"'(",'0"A%().*2/"J<(/&">'(&C"<,$2("C%/">''&/&25/v"
Y<%&2"<,)@)(2/"&'"C%A/2*>"&C2"'JN2.&/"'>"@C%.C"C2"C)/"
A)$2" </2" 5('$<.2"A)(;2**'</" 2>>2.&/v" >'*K" .'A2" '<&"
>('A" &C2";%**)F2/" %," 5('.2//%'," &'"A22&" C%A0" ),$" &C2"
biographer gives us to hear the echo of those religious 
>2/&%;)*/" '>" 9&)*B" k" A2((B0" 5'5<*)(0" ,'%/B0" J)&C2$" %,"
/<,/C%,2"k"@C%.C"/'"*%&&*2"(2/2AJ*2"&C2">)/&%$%'</*B")(­
ranged festivals of northern peoples.

" -('A"?*;%),'"-(),.%/"$'<J&*2//"@2,&"&'"R)(,%0"
',2"'>"&C2"A'/&".C)(A%,F"*%&&*2"&'@,/"%,"TAJ(%)0"J</B"
@%&C" J<%*$%,F" )" .)&C2$()*" )>&2(" &C2" .',Y<2/&" '>" &C2%("
communal  liberties.   He  seems  to have had a  sort  of 
5(2$%*2.&%',">'("&C%/".%&B")/"@2**")/">'("%&/"/<(('<,$%,F"
villages.  From thence he seems to have plunged into 
&C2" ;)**2B" '>" n%2&%0" @C2(2" S(2..%'0" -',&2QH'*'AJ'0"
+)," -)J%),'0" +),&Z#*2<&C2('0" 4'FF%'Q6</&',2" (2&)%,"
even stronger traces of him than the environs of Assisi.

  [184] Thomas of Celano gives us no particulars 
'>"&C2"('<&2">'**'@2$0"J<&0"',"&C2"'&C2("C),$0"C2"F'2/"
at  length into the success of  the apostle  in the March 
'>"?,.',)0"),$"2/52.%)**B")&"?/.'*%:""1%$"&C2"52'5*2"'>"
&C2/2"$%/&(%.&/"/&%**"(2A2AJ2("&C2")552)*/"@C%.C"-(),.%/"
),$"#F%$%'"C)$"A)$2"&'"&C2A"/%P"B2)(/"J2>'(2"eVWEXf0"
'("A</&"@2"J2*%2;2"&C)&"&C2B"@2(2"52.<*%)(*B"5(25)(2$"
&'"<,$2(/&),$"&C2",2@"F'/52*3""U'@2;2("&C%/"A)B"J20"
,'@C2(2"2*/2"@)/")"*%K2"2,&C</%)/A"/C'@,v"&C2"2>>2.&"
'>"&C2"/2(A',/"@)/"/'"F(2)&"&C)&"/'A2"&C%(&B",2'5CB&2/"
at once received the habit of the Order.

  The March of Ancona ought  to be held  to be 
the Franciscan province par excellence.  There are Of­
G$)0"+),Q+2;2(%,'0"I).2()&)0"-'(,)('0"H%,F'*%0"-2(A'0"
I)//)0" ),$" &@2,&B" '&C2(" C2(A%&)F2/" @C2(20" $<(%,F"
A'(2"&C),")".2,&<(B0"5';2(&B"@)/"&'"G,$"%&/"C2()*$/"),$"
%&/"A)(&B(/v" >('A" &C2,.2" .)A2"S%';),,%" $2**)"82(,)0"
_).'5'" $%"I)//)0"H',()$" $%"g>G$)0"?,F2*'"H*)(2,'0"
),$"&C'/2"*2F%',/"'>",)A2*2//"(2;'*<&%',%/&/0"$(2)A2(/0"
),$" 5('5C2&/0"@C'" /%,.2" &C2" extirpés  in  1244  by  the 
F2,2()*"'>"&C2"g($2(0"H(2/.2,&%</"'>"_2/%0",2;2(".2)/2$"
&'"A)K2",2@"(2.(<%&/0"),$"JB"&C2%("5('<$"(2/%/&2,.2"&'"

)**"5'@2(/"G**2$"',2"'>"&C2"G,2/&"5)F2/"'>"(2*%F%'</"C%/­
tory in the Middle Ages.

" OC%/" /<..2//0"@C%.C"J)&C2$" &C2" /'<*"'>"-(),­
.%/"@%&C"N'B0"$%$",'&")('</2"%,"C%A"&C2"/A)**2/&"A';2­
A2,&"'>"5(%$2:""R2;2("C)/"A),"C)$")"F(2)&2("5'@2("';2("
C2)(&/0"J2.)</2",2;2("5(2).C2("5(2).C2$"C%A/2*>" *2//:""
g,2"$)B"6('&C2("I)//2'"$2/%(2$"&'"5<&"C%/"A'$2/&B"&'"
the test.

" ^MCB"&C223""MCB"&C223""MCB"&C223"C2"(252)&­
2$")F)%,"),$")F)%,0")/" %>" &'"A)K2")"A'.K"'>"-(),.%/:""
^MC)&" )(2" B'<" /)B%,F3d" .(%2$"-(),.%/" )&" *)/&:" " ^9" )A"
/)B%,F"&C)&"2;2(BJ'$B">'**'@2/"&C220"2;2(B',2"$2/%(2/"
&'" /22" &C220" ),$" 'J2B" &C220" ),$" B2&" >'(" )**" &C)&" &C'<"
)(&",2%&C2("J2)<&%><*0",'("*2)(,2$0",'("'>",'J*2">)A%*B:""
MC2,.2".'A2/"%&0"&C2,0"&C)&"%&"/C'<*$"J2"&C22"@C'A"&C2"
@'(*$"$2/%(2/"&'">'**'@3d

" g," C2)(%,F" &C2/2" @'($/" &C2" J*2//2$" -(),.%/0"
><**"'>" N'B0" ()%/2$"C%/"2B2/" hV[\j" &'"C2);2,0"),$")>&2("
remaining  a  long  time  absorbed  in  contemplation  he 
K,2*&0" 5()%/%,F" ),$" J*2//%,F" S'$" @%&C" 2P&()'($%,)(B"
>2(;'(:" "OC2," &<(,%,F" &'@)($"I)//2'0" ^OC'<"@%/C2/&"
&'"K,'@"@CB" %&" %/" 9"@C'A"A2," >'**'@3" "OC'<"@%/C­
2/&"&'"K,'@3""9&"%/"J2.)</2"&C2"2B2/"'>"&C2"I'/&"U%FC"
C);2"@%**2$" %&" &C</v" C2" .',&%,<)**B"@)&.C2/" &C2" F''$"
),$" &C2"@%.K2$0" ),$" )/" C%/"A'/&" C'*B" 2B2/" C);2" ,'&"
>'<,$")A',F"/%,,2(/"),B"/A)**2("A),0",'("),B"A'(2"
%,/<>G.%2,&" ),$"A'(2" /%,><*0" &C2(2>'(2" C2" C)/" .C'/2,"
A2"&'")..'A5*%/C"&C2"A)(;2**'</"@'(K"@C%.C"S'$"C)/"
<,$2(&)K2,v"C2".C'/2"A2"J2.)</2"C2".'<*$"G,$",'"',2"
A'(2"@'(&C*2//0" ),$" C2"@%/C2$"C2(2" &'" .',>'<,$" &C2"
,'J%*%&B"),$"F(),$2<(0"&C2"/&(2,F&C0"&C2"J2)<&B0"),$"&C2"
*2)(,%,F"'>"&C%/"@'(*$:d

" OC%/"(25*B"&C('@/")"()B"'>"*%FC&"<5',"+&:"-(),­
.%/Z/"C2)(&v"&C2"A2//)F2"@C%.C"C2"J('<FC&"&'"&C2"@'(*$"
is once again the glad tidings announced to the poor; its 
5<(5'/2"%/"&C2"&)K%,F"<5")F)%,"'>"&C)&"I2//%),%."@'(K"
@C%.C" &C2"8%(F%," '>"R)l)(2&C" .)<FC&" )" F*%A5/2"'>" %,"
her !"#$%&'"(<*&C)&"/',F"'>"*';2"),$"*%J2(&B0"&C2"/%FC/"
'>"@C%.C"J(2)&C2"&C2";%/%',"'>")",2@"/'.%)*"/&)&2:""U2"
.'A2/" &'" (2A%,$" &C2"@'(*$" &C)&" &C2"@2*>)(2" '>"A),0"
&C2"52).2"'>"C%/"C2)(&0"&C2"N'B"'>"C%/"*%>20")(2",2%&C2("%,"
A',2B0",'(" %," *2)(,%,F0",'(" %,"/&(2,F&C0"J<&" %,"),"<5­
(%FC&"),$"/%,.2(2"@%**:""42).2"&'"A2,"'>"F''$"@%**:

" OC2" 5)(&"@C%.C"C2" C)$" &)K2," )&"?//%/%" %," &C2"
.',&(';2(/%2/"'>"C%/">2**'@Q.%&%l2,/"C2"@'<*$"@%**%,F*B"
C);2"&)K2,"%,")**"&C2"(2/&"'>"9&)*B0">'(",'"A),"C)/"2;2("
dreamed of a more complete renovation; but if the end 
C2"/'<FC&"@)/"&C2"/)A2")/"&C)&"'>"A),B"(2;'*<&%',)(­
%2/"@C'".)A2")>&2("C%A0"&C2%("A2&C'$/"@2(2".'A5*2&2*B"
$%>>2(2,&v"C%/"',*B"@2)5',"@)/"*';2:

  The event has decided against him. Apart from 
the  illuminati of  the March of Ancona and  the Frati­
celli '>"'<("'@,"4(';2,.2"C%/"$%/.%5*2/"C);2";%2$"@%&C"
one another to misunderstand his thought.

" hV[Dj"MC'"K,'@/" %>" /'A2"',2"@%**" ,'&" )(%/2"
&'" &)K2"<5"C%/"@'(K3" "U)/",'&" &C2"5)//%'," >'("@'(AQ
2)&2," /52.<*)&%',/" B2&" A)$2" ;%.&%A/" 2,'<FC3" " ?(2"
&C2(2",'&"A),B")A',F"</"@C'"52(.2%;2"&C)&"*<P<(B"%/"
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)"$2*</%',0"&C)&"%>"*%>2"%/")"J)&&*20"%&"%/",'&")"/*)<FC&2(Q
C'</2"@C2(2">2('.%'</"J2)/&/"@(),F*2"';2("&C2%("5(2B0"
J<&")"@(2/&*%,F"@%&C"&C2"$%;%,20"<,$2("@C)&2;2(">'(A"%&"
A)B"5(2/2,&"%&/2*>"k"&(<&C0"J2)<&B0"'("*';23"MC'"K,'@/"
@C2&C2("&C%/"2P5%(%,F",%,2&22,&C".2,&<(B"@%**",'&")(%/2"
>('A"%&/"@%,$%,FQ/C22&"&'"A)K2"amende honorable and 
J2Y<2)&C"&'"%&/"/<..2//'("',2"A),*B"@'(*$"'>">)%&C3

" s2/0"&C2"I2//%)C"@%**".'A2:""U2"@C'"@)/"),­
,'<,.2$"JB"S%')..C%,'"$%"-%'(2"),$"@C'"%/"&'"%,)<F<­
()&2")",2@"25'.C"%,"&C2"C%/&'(B"'>"C<A),%&B"@%**")552)(:""
Hope maketh not ashamed:" " 9,"'<("A'$2(,"6)JB*',/"
and  in  the huts on our mountains are  too many souls 
@C'"AB/&2(%'</*B"/%FC"&C2"CBA,"'>"&C2"F(2)&";%F%*0"Ror­
ate coeli desuper et nubes pluant Justum0">'("</",'&"&'"
be on the eve of a divine birth.

  All origins are mysterious.  This is true of mat­
&2(0"J<&"B2&"A'(2"&(<2"'>"&C)&"*%>20"/<52(%'("&'")**"'&C2(/0"
@C%.C"@2" .)**" C'*%,2//v" %&"@)/" %," 5()B2(" &C)&"-(),.%/"
>'<,$"&C2"hV[cj"/5%(%&<)*"/&(2,F&C"@C%.C"C2",22$2$v"C2"
&C2(2>'(2"/'<FC&">'("/%*2,.2"),$"/'*%&<$2:" "9>"C2"K,2@"
C'@"&'"$'"J)&&*2" %," &C2"A%$/&"'>"A2," %,"'($2(" &'"@%,"
&C2A"&'"&C2">)%&C0"C2"*';2$0")/"H2*),'"/)B/0"&'"LB")@)B"
*%K2")"J%($"F'%,F"&'"A)K2"%&/",2/&"<5',"&C2"A'<,&)%,:

" M%&C"A2,"&(<*B"5%'</"&C2"5()B2("'>"&C2"*%5/0"&C2"
>'(A<*)&2$"5()B2(0"%/"C)($*B"'&C2("&C),"),"%,>2(%'(">'(A"
'>"&(<2"5()B2(:" "#;2,"@C2,"%&" %/"/%,.2(2"),$")&&2,&%;20"
),$",'&")"A2.C),%.)*"(252&%&%',0"%&"%/"',*B")"5(2*<$2">'("
souls not dead of religious materialism.

  Nothing resembles piety so much as love.  For­
A<*)(%2/" '>" 5()B2(" )(2" )/" %,.)5)J*2" '>" /52)K%,F" &C2"
2A'&%',/"'>"&C2"/'<*")/"A'$2*"*';2Q*2&&2(/"'>"/52)K%,F"
the transports of an impassioned heart.  To true piety as 
@2**")/"&'"5('>'<,$"*';20"&C2">'(A<*)"%/")"/'(&"'>"5('>)­
nation.

" O'"5()B"%/"&'"&)*K"@%&C"S'$0"&'"*%>&"'<(/2*;2/"<5"
&'"C%A0" &'".',;2/2"@%&C"C%A"&C)&"C2"A)B".'A2"$'@,"
&'"</:" " 9&" %/"),").&"'>"A2$%&)&%',0"'>" (2L2.&%',0"@C%.C"
presupposes the effort of all that is the most personal in 
us.

" =''K2$")&"%,"&C%/"/2,/20"5()B2("%/"&C2"A'&C2("'>"
all liberty and all freedom.

" MC2&C2("'(",'"%&"J2")"/'*%*'Y<B"'>"&C2"/'<*"@%&C"
%&/2*>0" &C2" /'*%*'Y<B"@'<*$" J2" ,',2" &C2" *2//" &C2" ;2(B"
foundation of a strong individuality.

" M%&C"+&:"-(),.%/")/"@%&C"_2/</0"5()B2("C)/"&C%/"
.C)().&2("'>"2>>'(&"@C%.C"A)K2/"'>"%&"&C2"F(2)&2/&"A'()*"
).&:" " 9,"'($2(" &'" &(<*B"K,'@"/<.C"A2,"',2"A</&"C);2"
J22,")J*2" &'"F'"@%&C" &C2A0" &'" >'**'@"_2/</"<5" &'" &C2"
A'<,&)%,"@C2(2"C2"5)//2$"C%/",%FC&/:" "OC(22" >);'(2$"
',2/0" 42&2(0" _)A2/0" _'C,0" >'**'@2$" C%A" &C%&C2(" ',2"
$)Bv" J<&" &'" $2/.(%J2"@C)&" &C2B" /)@0" )**" &C)&" )"A),*B"
sursum corda added to the radiance and the mysterious 
F(),$2<("'>"C%A" hV[[j"@C'A" &C2B")$'(2$0" &C2B"@2(2"
obliged to resort to the language of symbols.

" 9&"@)/"/'"@%&C"+&:"-(),.%/:""-'("C%A")/">'("C%/"
I)/&2("&C2"2,$"'>"5()B2("%/".'AA<,%',"@%&C"&C2"C2);­
2,*B"-)&C2(0"&C2")..'($"'>"&C2"$%;%,2"@%&C"&C2"C<A),v"
'(" ()&C2(" %&" %/"A),"@C'" 5<&/" >'(&C" C%/" /&(2,F&C" &'" $'"

&C2"@'(K" '>"S'$0" ,'&" /)B%,F" &'" C%A" )"A2(2" 5)//%;20"
(2/%F,2$0"5'@2(*2//"Fiat0"J<&".'<()F2'</*B"()%/%,F"C%/"
C2)$]"^62C'*$"A20"='($0"9"$2*%FC&"&'"$'"&CB"@%**:d

  “There are unfathomable depths in the human 
/'<*0"J2.)</2")&"&C2"J'&&'A"%/"S'$"C%A/2*>:d""MC2&C2("
&C%/"S'$"J2"&(),/.2,$2,&"'("%AA),2,&0"@C2&C2("C2"J2"
g,20"&C2"H(2)&'(0"&C2"2&2(,)*"),$"%AA<&)J*2"4(%,.%5*20"
'("@C2&C2("C2"J20")/"/)B"&C2"$'.&'(/"J2B',$"&C2"nC%,20"
&C2" %$2)*"'JN2.&%;)&%',"'>"'<("I20" %/",'&" &C2"Y<2/&%',"
>'("&C2"C2('2/"'>"C<A),%&B:""OC2"/'*$%2("%,"&C2"&C%.K"'>"
J)&&*2"$'2/",'&"5C%*'/'5C%l2")/" &'"C'@"A<.C" &(<&C"'("
>)*/2C''$" &C2(2" %/" %," &C2"5)&(%'&%."/2,&%A2,&v"C2" &)K2/"
C%/")(A/"),$"GFC&/")&"&C2"52(%*"'>"C%/"*%>2:""+'"&C2"/'*­
$%2(/"'>"/5%(%&<)*".',L%.&/"/22K">'("/&(2,F&C"%,"5()B2(0"%,"
(2L2.&%',0".',&2A5*)&%',0"%,/5%()&%',v")**0"5'2&/0")(&%/&/0"
&2).C2(/0" /)%,&/0" *2F%/*)&'(/0" 5('5C2&/0" *2)$2(/" '>" &C2"
52'5*20"*2)(,2$"A2,0"5C%*'/'5C2(/0")**"$()@">('A"&C%/"
same source.

" 6<&" %&" %/" ,'&" @%&C'<&" $%>G.<*&B" &C)&" &C2" /'<*"
<,%&2/" %&/2*>" &'"S'$0"'(" %>"',2"5(2>2(/0" &C)&" %&"G,$/" %&­
self.  A prayer ends at last in divine communion only 
@C2,"%&"J2F),"@%&C")"/&(<FF*2:""OC2"5)&(%)(.C"'>"9/()2*0"
)/*225",2)("62&C2*0"C)$")*(2)$B"$%;%,2$"&C%/]" &C2"S'$"
@C'"5)//2/"JB" &2**/"C%/",)A2"',*B" &'" &C'/2"@C'"/&'5"
him and do him violence to learn it.  He blesses only 
)>&2("*',F"C'<(/"'>".',L%.&:

" OC2"F'/52*"C)/">'<,$"),"<,&(),/*)&)J*2"@'($"&'"
.C)().&2(%l2"&C2"5()B2(/"'>"_2/</0"%&".'A5)(2/"&C2".',­
L%.&"@C%.C"5(2.2$2$"&C2";'*<,&)(B"%AA'*)&%',"'>"HC(%/&"
to the death­struggle: Factus in agonia. We might say 
'>"hV[Xj"C%/" *%>2" &C)&" %&"C)$"J22,")" *',F"&2A5&)&%',0")"
/&(<FF*20")"5()B2(0"/%,.2"&C2/2"@'($/"',*B"2P5(2//"$%>­
ferent moments of spiritual activity.

" =%K2"&C2%("I)/&2(0"&C2"$%/.%5*2/"),$"/<..2//'(/"
'>" HC(%/&" .)," .',Y<2(" &C2%(" '@," /'<*/" ',*B" &C('<FC"
52(/2;2(),.2:""6<&"&C2/2"@'($/0"2A5&B"'>"A2),%,F">'("
$2;'<&".',;2,&%.*2/0"C);2"C)$")"&()F%."/2,/2">'("A2,"'>"
religious genius.

" R'&C%,F" %/" A'(2" >)*/20" C%/&'(%.)**B0" &C)," &C2"
/)%,&/"&C)&")$'(,"'<(".C<(.C2/0"@%&C"&C2%("A%,.%,F")&&%­
&<$20"&C2%("5%&2'</"2P5(2//%',0"&C)&"%,$2/.(%J)J*B"),)2­
mic and emaciated – one may almost say emasculated 
k")%("@C%.C"/C'@/"%,"&C2%("@C'*2",)&<(2v"&C2B")(2"5%'</"
seminarists  brought  up  under  the  direction  of St. Al­
5C',/'"$%"=%F<'(%" '(" '>"+&:"='<%/" $%"S',l)F<)v" &C2B"
)(2",'&"/)%,&/0",'&"&C2";%'*2,&"@C'"&)K2"&C2"K%,F$'A"'>"
heaven by force.

  We have come to one of the most delicate fea­
&<(2/"'>"&C2"*%>2"'>"-(),.%/"k"C%/"(2*)&%',/"@%&C"$%)J'*%­
.)*" 5'@2(/:" " H</&'A/" ),$" %$2)/" C);2" /'" 5('>'<,$*B"
.C),F2$"%,")**"&C)&".',.2(,/"&C2"2P%/&2,.2"'>"&C2"$2;%*"
),$"C%/" (2*)&%',/"@%&C"A2,0" &C)&" %&" %/" )*A'/&" %A5'//%­
J*2"&'"5%.&<(2"&'"',2/2*>"&C2"2,'(A'</"5*).2"@C%.C"&C2"
thought of demons occupied at that time in the minds 
of men.

  The  best minds  of  the Middle Ages  believed 
@%&C'<&")"$'<J&"%,"&C2"2P%/&2,.2"'>"&C2"52(;2(/2"/5%(%&0"
in  his  perpetual  transformations  in  the  endeavour  to 
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&2A5&"A2,"),$".)</2"&C2A"&'">)**"%,&'"C%/"/,)(2/:""#;2,"
%," &C2" /%P&22,&C" .2,&<(B0" =<&C2(0" @C'" <,$2(A%,2$" /'"
A),B"J2*%2>/0"C)$",'"A'(2"$'<J&"'>"&C2"52(/',)*"2P%/­
&2,.2"'>"+)&),"&C),"'>"/'(.2(B0".',N<()&%',/0"'("5'//2/­
sions.

" hVXEj"-%,$%,F"%,"&C2%("/'<*/")"@%$2"J).KF('<,$"
'>"F(),$2<("),$"@(2&.C2$,2//0"@C2,.2"&C2B"/'A2&%A2/"
heard  a  burst  of  distant  harmonies  calling  them  to  a 
C%FC2("*%>20"/'',"&'"J2"';2(5'@2(2$"JB"&C2".*)A'(/"'>"
&C2"J(<&20"'<("),.2/&'(/".'<*$",'&"(2>()%,">('A"/22K%,F"
&C2"2P5*),)&%',"'>"&C%/"$<2*:""OC2B">'<,$"%&"%,"&C2".',­
L%.&"'>"&C2"$2A',/"@%&C"S'$:

" OC2"$2;%*"%/"&C2"5(%,.2"'>"&C2"$2A',/0")/"S'$"%/"
&C2"5(%,.2"'>"&C2"),F2*/v".)5)J*2"'>")**"&(),/>'(A)&%',/0"
&C2B".)((B"',"&'"&C2"2,$"'>"&%A2"&2((%J*2"J)&&*2/"@C%.C"
@%**"2,$"%,"&C2";%.&'(B"'>"S'$0"J<&"A2),&%A2"2).C"A),"
C%/"@C'*2"*%>2" *',F"%/".',&2,$2$">'("JB"&C2/2"&@'")$­
;2(/)(%2/0"),$"&C2",'J*2/&"/'<*/")(2",)&<()**B"&C2"A'/&"
disputed.

" OC%/" %/" C'@" +&:" -(),.%/0" @%&C" )**"A2," '>" C%/"
&%A20"2P5*)%,2$"&C2"$%/Y<%2&<$2/0"&2(('(/0"),F<%/C0"@%&C"
@C%.C" C%/" C2)(&"@)/" )&" &%A2/" )//)%*2$0" )/"@2**" )/" &C2"
C'52/0".',/'*)&%',/0"N'B/"%,"@C%.C"%,"F2,2()*"C%/"/'<*"
@)/"J)&C2$:""MC2(2;2("@2">'**'@"C%/"/&25/"*'.)*"&()$%­
tion has preserved the memory of rude assaults of the 
&2A5&2("@C%.C"C2"C)$"&'"<,$2(F':

" 9&"%/",'"$'<J&"</2*2//"&'"(2.)**"C2(2"&C2"2*2A2,­
&)(B" >).&" &C)&" %>"A),,2(/" .C),F2"@%&C" &C2" &%A2/0"A),"
C%A/2*>"%/"Y<%&2")/"/&(),F2*B"A'$%G2$:""9>0")..'($%,F"&'"
2$<.)&%',0"),$"&C2"A),,2("'>"*%>20"/<.C"'("/<.C")"/2,/2"
A)B"$2;2*'5"),").<&2,2//"@C%.C".',>'<,$/".'AA',"
2P52(%2,.2"k"C2)(%,F" %," &C2"A</%.%),0" &'<.C"@%&C" &C2"
J*%,$0"2&.:"k"@2"A)B"2/&%A)&2"JB"&C%/"C'@"A<.C"/C)(52("
.2(&)%,"/2,/2/"A)B"C);2"J22,"&C2,"&C),",'@:""+2;2()*"
.2,&<(%2/")F'";%/<)*"$2*</%',"@)/"@%&C")$<*&/"@C)&"%&"%/"
,'@"@%&C".C%*$(2,"%,"(2A'&2/&".'<,&(B"5)(&/:""?"Y<%;­
2(%,F" *2)>0" )",'&C%,F0" )"J(2)&C0" ),"<,2P5*)%,2$" /'<,$"
.(2)&2/")," %A)F2"@C%.C"&C2B"/22"),$"%," &C2"(2)*%&B"'>"
@C%.C"&C2B"J2*%2;2")J/'*<&2*B:" "I),"%/")**"'>")"5%2.2v"
&C2"CB52()2/&C2/%)"'>" &C2"@%**"5(2/<55'/2/"&C)&"'>" &C2"
/2,/%J%*%&B0" ',2" %/" .',$%&%',2$" '," &C2" '&C2(0" ),$" %&" %/"
&C%/"@C%.C"A)K2/"A2,"'>" hVXVj" (2;'*<&%',)(B"25'.C/"
/'"A<.C"F(2)&2("&C),",)&<(2:""9&"@'<*$"J2")J/<($"<,$2("
5(2&2P&"'>"&(<&C"&'"&(B"&'"J(%,F"&C2A"J).K"&'"&C2".'AA',"
A2)/<(2/"'>" '<(" .',&2A5'()(B" /'.%2&B0" >'(" &C2B"@2(2"
veritably demigods for good as for evil.

" =2F2,$/" )(2",'&" )*@)B/")J/<($:" "OC2"A2,"'>"
ZXo")(2"/&%**",2)("&'"</0"J<&"%&"%/",2;2(&C2*2//"@%&C"F''$"
(%FC&"&C)&"*2F2,$"C)/"&)K2,"5'//2//%',"'>"&C2A0"),$"%&"%/"
5%&%)J*2"&'"/22"&C2/2"A2,"@C'0"&2,"&%A2/")"$)B0"C)$"&'"
&)K2"(2/'*<&%',/"@C2(2"2;2(B&C%,F"@)/")&"/&)K2"k"&C2%("
$2/&%,B0"&C)&"'>"&C2%("%$2)/0"),$"/'A2&%A2/"&C)&"'>"&C2%("
.'<,&(B"k"N<$F2$")/"%>"&C2B"C)$"J22,"A2(2"@'(&CB".%&%­
l2,/0"@%&C" *2%/<(2" &'"$%/.<//" )&" *2,F&C"2;2(B"A'(,%,F"
&C2"F)(A2,&/" &C2B@2(2" &'"@2)("'(" &C2"menu of a din­
ner.   Most of  the  time historians have perceived only 
)"5)(&"'>"&C2"&(<&C")J'<&"&C2Av">'(",'&"',*B"@2(2"&C2(2"
&@'"A2," %," &C2A0")*A'/&")**"'>" &C2A")(2")&" &C2"/)A2"
&%A2"5'2&/0"$2A)F'F<2/0"5('5C2&/0"C2('2/0"A)(&B(/:""O'"
@(%&2"C%/&'(B0"&C2,0"%/"&'"&(),/*)&2"),$"&(),/5'/2")*A'/&"

continually.   The men of  the  thirteenth century could 
,'&"J(%,F"&C2A/2*;2/"&'",'&"(2>2(" &'"),"2P&2(%'(".)</2"
&C2" %,,2("A'&%',/" '>" &C2%(" /'<*/:" " 9,"@C)&" )552)(/" &'"
</")/"&C2"(2/<*&"'>"'<("'@,"(2L2.&%',/"&C2B"/)@"%,/5%­
()&%',v"@C2(2"@2"/)B"$2/%(2/0" %,/&%,.&/0"5)//%',/0" &C2B"
/)%$" &2A5&)&%',0"J<&"@2"A</&",'&"52(A%&" &C2/2"$%>>2(­
2,.2/" '>" *),F<)F2" &'" A)K2" </" ';2(*''K" '(" &)P" @%&C"
&(%.K2(B")"5)(&"'>"&C2%("/5%(%&<)*"*%>20"J(%,F%,F"</"&C</"&'"
&C2".',.*</%',/"'>")",)(('@"),$"%F,'(),&"()&%',)*%/A:

  St.  Francis  believed  himself  to  have many  a 
&%A2">'<FC&"@%&C"&C2"$2;%*v"&C2"C'((%J*2"$2A',/"'>"&C2"
#&(</.),"9,>2(,'"/&%**"C)<,&2$"&C2">'(2/&/"'>"TAJ(%)"),$"
O</.),Bv" J<&"@C%*2" >'(" C%/" .',&2A5'()(%2/" ),$" /'A2"
'>"C%/"$%/.%5*2/")55)(%&%',/0"5('$%F%2/0"5'//2//%',/0")(2"
$)%*B"5C2,'A2,)0">'("C%A"&C2B")(2"2P.25&%',)*0"),$"(2­
A)%,"2,&%(2*B" %," &C2"J).KF('<,$:" " 9," &C2" %.','F()5CB"
'>"+&:"62,2$%.&0"hVXWj")/"%,"&C)&"'>"A'/&"'>"&C2"5'5<*)("
/)%,&/0"&C2"$2;%*"'..<5%2/")"5(25',$2(),&"5*).2v"%,"&C)&"
of St. Francis he disappears so completely that  in the 
long series of Giotto’s frescoes at Assisi he is not seen 
a single time.

" 9,"&C2"/)A2"@)B")**"&C)&"%/"A)F%."),$"A%().*2Q
@'(K%,F"'..<5%2/"%,"C%/"*%>2"),"2,&%(2*B"/2.',$)(B"(),K:""
_2/</"%,"&C2"S'/52*/"F);2"C%/")5'/&*2/"5'@2("&'".)/&"'<&"
2;%*" /5%(%&/0" ),$" &'"C2)*" )**" /%.K,2//" ),$" )**" %,G(A%&B:""
-(),.%/"/<(2*B"&''K"*%&2()**B"&C2/2"@'($/0"@C%.C"A)$2")"
5)(&"'>"C%/"n<*2:""U2"J2*%2;2$"&C)&"C2".'<*$"@'(K"A%(­
).*2/0"),$"C2"@%**2$"&'"$'"/'v"J<&"C%/"(2*%F%'</"&C'<FC&"
@)/"&''"5<(2"&'"52(A%&"C%A"&'".',/%$2("A%().*2/"'&C2(­
@%/2"&C),")/"),"2,&%(2*B"2P.25&%',)*"A2),/"'>"(2*%2;%,F"
&C2"/<>>2(%,F/"'>"A2,:""R'&"',.2"$'"@2"/22"C%A"(2/'(&­
ing to miracle to prove his apostolate or to bolster up 
C%/" %$2)/:" "U%/" &).&" &)<FC&" C%A" &C)&" /'<*/" )(2"@'(&CB"
'>"J2%,F"@',"JB"J2&&2("A2),/:""OC%/")*A'/&".'A5*2&2"
absence of the marvellous is by so much the more re­
A)(K)J*2" &C)&" %&" %/" %," )J/'*<&2" .',&()$%.&%',"@%&C" &C2"
tendencies of his time.

" hVXoj" g52," &C2" *%>2" '>" C%/" $%/.%5*20" +&:" ?,­
&C',B"'>"4)$<)"e{VWoVfv" %&" %/")" &%(2/'A2".)&)*'F<2"'>"
5('$%F%2/0" C2)*%,F/0" (2/<((2.&%',/:" " g,2"@'<*$" /)B" %&"
@)/" ()&C2(" &C2" 5('/52.&</" '>" /'A2" $(<FF%/&"@C'" C)$"
%,;2,&2$")",2@"$(<F"&C),")".)**"&'"A2,"&'".',;2(/%',"
),$")"C%FC2("*%>2:""9&"A)B"%,&2(2/&"%,;)*%$/"'("$2;'&22/0"
but neither the heart nor the conscience is touched by it.  
9&"A</&"J2"/)%$"%,"N</&%.2"&'"?,&C',B"'>"4)$<)"&C)&"C%/"
(2*)&%',/"@%&C"-(),.%/")552)("&'"C);2"J22,";2(B"/*%FC&:""
?A',F"&C2"2)(*%2/&"$%/.%5*2/"@C'"C)$"&%A2"&'">)&C'A"
&C2%("A)/&2(Z/"&C'<FC&"&'"&C2";2(B"$25&C/"@2"G,$"&().2/"
'>"&C%/",'J*2"$%/$)%,"'>"&C2"A)(;2**'</v"&C2B"K,2@"&''"
@2**"&C)&"&C2"52(>2.&"N'B"%/",'&"&'")/&'<,$"&C2"@'(*$"@%&C"
5('$%F%2/0"&'"F%;2"/%FC&"&'"&C2"J*%,$0",'("2;2,"&'"(2;%;2"
&C'/2"@C'"C);2"J22,">'<("$)B/"$2)$0"J<&"&C)&"%&"*%;2/"%,"
the love that goes even to self­immolation. Mihi absit 
gloriari nisi in cruce Domini.

" OC</"6('&C2("#F%$%'")/K2$"'>"S'$"F().2",'&"&'"
52(>'(A"A%().*2/v"C2"/)@"%,"&C2A0")/"%,"&C2"5)//%',">'("
*2)(,%,F0")"/,)(2" %,"@C%.C" &C2"5('<$"@'<*$"J2" &)K2,0"
),$"@C%.C"@'<*$"$%/&().&"&C2"g($2(">('A"%&/"&(<2"A%/­
sion.
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  St. Francis’s miracles are all acts of love;  the 
greater number of them are found in the healing of ner­
;'</" A)*)$%2/0" &C'/2" )55)(2,&*B" %,2P5*%.)J*2" $%/Y<%­
2&<$2/"@C%.C")(2"&C2".(<2*")>L%.&%',/"'>".(%&%.)*"&%A2/:""
U%/" F2,&*2" F*),.20" )&" ',.2" /'" .'A5)//%',)&2" ),$" /'"
/&(',F0"@C%.C"/22A2$"*%K2")"A2//2,F2(">('A"C%/"C2)(&0"
'>&2,"/<>G.2$"&'"A)K2"&C'/2"@C'"A2&"%&">'(F2&")**"&C2%("
suffering.

  The evil eye is perhaps a less stupid supersti­
&%',"&C),"hVX`j"%/"F2,2()**B">),.%2$:""_2/</"@)/"(%FC&"%,"
/)B%,F"&C)&")"*''K"/<>G.2$"&'"A)K2"',2"),")$<*&2(2(v"J<&"
&C2(2"%/")*/'")"*''K"k"&C)&"'>"&C2".',&2A5*)&%;2"I)(B0"
>'("2P)A5*2"k"@C%.C"%/"@'(&C")**"/).(%G.2/0"J2.)</2"%&"
%,.*<$2/"&C2A")**0"J2.)</2"%&"F%;2/0".',/2.()&2/0"%AA'­
*)&2/"C%A"@C'"*''K/:

" H%;%*%l)&%'," $<**/" &C%/" 5'@2(" '>" &C2" F*),.2:""
?"5)(&"'>"&C2"2$<.)&%',"&C2"@'(*$"F%;2/"</".',/%/&/"%,"
&2).C%,F"'<("2B2/"&'"$2.2%;20"%,"A)K%,F"&C2A"2P5(2/­
/%',*2//0"%,"2P&%,F<%/C%,F"&C2%("L)A2/v"J<&"/%A5*2"),$"
/&()%FC&>'(@)($" ,)&<(2/" ,2;2(" F%;2" <5" </%,F" &C%/" *),­
F<)F2"'>"&C2"C2)(&0"^@C%.C"J(%,F/"*%>2"),$"C2)*&C"%,"%&/"
beams.”

" ^?"6('&C2("@)/"/<>>2(%,F"<,/52)K)J*2"&'(&<(2/v"
/'A2&%A2/" C2" @'<*$" ('**" <5'," &C2" F('<,$0" /&(%K%,F"
)F)%,/&"@C)&2;2("*)B"%,"C%/"@)B0">('&C%,F")&"&C2"A'<&C0"
C'((%J*2" &'" /22v" )&" &%A2/"C2"@'<*$"J2.'A2" (%F%$0" ),$"
)F)%,0")>&2("(2A)%,%,F"/&)(K"'<&/&(2&.C2$">'(")"A'A2,&0"
@'<*$"('**")J'<&"%,"C'((%J*2".',&'(&%',/v"/'A2&%A2/"*B­
%,F"%,")"C2)5"',"&C2"F('<,$0"C%/">22&"&'<.C%,F"C%/"C2)$0"
C2" @'<*$" J'<,$" <5@)($" )/" C%FC" )/" )" A),Z/" C2)$:d""
Francis came to see him and healed him.

" 6<&" &C2/2")(2"2P.25&%',/0"),$"&C2"F(2)&2("5)(&"
'>" &C2" &%A2" &C2" +)%,&"@%&C$(2@" C%A/2*>" >('A" &C2" 2,­
&(2)&%2/"'>"C%/".'A5),%',/"@C2,"&C2B")/K2$"A%().*2/")&"
his hands.

" O'"/<A"<50" %>"@2" &)K2")" /<(;2B"'>" &C2"@C'*2"
G2*$"'>"-(),.%/Z/"5%2&B0"@2"/22"&C)&"%&"5('.22$/">('A"&C2"
/2.(2&"<,%',"'>"C%/"/'<*"@%&C"&C2"$%;%,2"JB"5()B2(v"&C%/"
%,&<%&%;2"5'@2("'>"/22%,F"&C2"%$2)*".*)//2/"C%A"@%&C"&C2"
AB/&%./:""U2"K,2@0"%,$22$0"J'&C"&C2"2./&)/B"),$"&C2"*%J­
2(&B"'>"AB/&%.%/A0"J<&"@2"A</&",'&">'(F2&"&C'/2">2)&<(2/"
'>" .C)().&2("@C%.C" /25)()&2" C%A" >('A" %&0" 5)(&%.<*)(*B"
C%/")5'/&'*%.">2(;'(:""62/%$2/"&C%/"C%/"5%2&B"C)$".2(&)%,"
52.<*%)("Y<)*%&%2/"@C%.C"%&"%/",2.2//)(B"&'"5'%,&"'<&:

" ?,$"G(/&0"*%J2(&B"@%&C"(2/52.&"'>"'J/2(;),.2/]"
Francis  felt  all  the  emptiness  and  pride  of most  reli­
F%'</"'J/2(;QhVX\j),.2:""U2"/)@"&C2"/,)(2"&C)&"*%2/"C%$­
$2,"&C2(20">'(" &C2"A),"@C'".)(2><**B"'J/2(;2/")**" &C2"
A%,<&%)2"'>"(2*%F%'</".'$2"(%/K/">'(F2&&%,F"&C2"/<5(2A2"
*)@"'>" *';2:" "I'(2" &C),"&C%/0" &C2">(%)("@C'"*)B/"<5',"
himself a certain number of supererogatory facts gains 
&C2")$A%()&%',"'>"&C2"%F,'(),&0"J<&"&C2"5*2)/<(2"@C%.C"
C2"G,$/"%," &C%/")$A%()&%',").&<)**B"&(),/>'(A/"C%/"5%­
'</").&" %,&'"/%,:" "OC</0"/&(),F2*B"2,'<FC0".',&()(B" &'"
'&C2(">'<,$2(/"'>"'($2(/0"C2"@)/".',&%,<)**B"2)/%,F"&C2"
/&(%.&,2//"'>"&C2";)(%'</"(<*2/"@C%.C"C2"*)%$"$'@,:""M2"
A)B",'&"&)K2"&C%/"&'"J2")"A2(2")..%$2,&0">'("%&"@)/"',*B"
)>&2(")"/&(<FF*2"@%&C"C%/"$%/.%5*2/"&C)&"C2"A)$2"C%/"@%**"
5(2;)%*v"),$"%&"@)/"5(2.%/2*B"&C'/2"@C'"@2(2"A'/&"$%/­
5'/2$"&'"(2*)P"&C2%(";'@"'>"5';2(&B"@C'"@2(2"&C2"A'/&"

),P%'</"&'"$%/5*)B".2(&)%,"J%F'&2$"'J/2(;),.2/"J2>'(2"
the public eye.

" ^OC2" /%,,2(" .)," >)/&0d" -(),.%/" @'<*$" /)B" )&"
/<.C"&%A2/v"^C2".),"5()B0"@2250"A).2()&2"C%A/2*>0"J<&"
',2"&C%,F"C2".),,'&"$'0"C2".),,'&"J2">)%&C><*"&'"S'$:d""
R'J*2"@'($/0",'&"<,@'(&CB"&'">)**">('A"&C2"*%5/"'>"C%A"
@C'" .)A2" &'" 5(2).C" )"@'(/C%5" %," /5%(%&" ),$" %," &(<&C0"
@%&C'<&" &2A5*2"'("5(%2/&v" '(" ()&C2(" &C)&" 2;2(B"G(2/%$2"
shall be a temple and every believer a priest.

" n2*%F%'</">'(A)*%/A0"%,"@C)&2;2(">'(A"'>"@'(­
/C%50" )*@)B/" &)K2/" '," )" >'(.2$" ),$" A'('/2" A),,2(:""
4C)(%/22/"'>"2;2(B")F2"$%/GF<(2"&C2%(">).2/"&C)&",'"',2"
A)B"J2"<,)@)(2"'>"&C2%("F'$*%,2//:""-(),.%/",'&"A2(2*B"
.'<*$",'&"2,$<(2"&C2/2"F(%A).2/"'>">)*/2"5%2&B0"C2").&<­
ally counted mirth and joy in the number of religious 
duties.

" U'@"/C)**"',2"J2"A2*),.C'*B"@C'"C)/"%,"&C2"
C2)(&"),"%,2PC)</&%J*2"&(2)/<(2"'>"*%>2"),$"&(<&C"@C%.C"
',*B"%,.(2)/2/")/"',2"$()@/"<5',"%&3""U'@"J2"/)$"@C2,"
%,"hVXDj"/5%&2"'>">)**/"',2",2;2(".2)/2/"&'"A)K2"5('F­
(2//3" "OC2"5%'</" /'<*"@C%.C"F('@/"),$"$2;2*'5/"C)/"
)" N'B" *%K2" &C)&"'>" &C2".C%*$0"C)55B"%,">22*%,F" %&/"@2)K"
*%&&*2"*%AJ/"F('@%,F"/&(',F"),$"52(A%&&%,F"%&"2;2(B"$)B"
)"><(&C2("2P2(&%',:

" OC2" @'($" N'B" %/" 52(C)5/" &C)&" @C%.C" .'A2/"
most  often  to  the  pen  of  the  Franciscan  authors;  the 
A)/&2("@2,&"/'">)(")/"&'"A)K2"%&"',2"'>"&C2"5(2.25&/"'>"
&C2"n<*2:""U2"@)/"&''"F''$")"F2,2()*",'&"&'"K,'@"&C)&"
)"N'B'</")(AB"%/")*@)B/")";%.&'(%'</")(AB:""9,"&C2"C%/­
tory of the early Franciscan missions there are bursts of 
*)<FC&2("@C%.C"(%,F"'<&"C%FC"),$".*2)(:

" -'("&C)&"A)&&2(0"@2")(2")5&"&'"%A)F%,2"&C2"I%$­
dle Ages  as much more melancholy  than  they  really 
@2(2:"I2,"/<>>2(2$"A<.C"A'(2"%,"&C'/2"$)B/0"J<&"&C2"
idea of grief being never  separated  from  that of pen­
)*&B0"/<>>2(%,F"@)/"2%&C2("),"2P5%)&%',"'(")"&2/&0"),$"/'(­
('@"&C</"(2F)($2$"*'/2/"%&/"/&%,Fv"*%FC&"),$"C'52"/C%,2"
through it.

" -(),.%/"$(2@")"5)(&"'>"C%/" N'B" >('A"&C2".'A­
munion.  He gave to the sacrament of the eucharist that 
@'(/C%5"%AJ<2$"@%&C"<,<&&2()J*2"2A'&%',0"@%&C"N'B><*"
&2)(/0"@C%.C"C)/")%$2$"/'A2"'>" &C2",'J*2/&"'>"C<A),"
souls to endure the burden and heat of the day.  The let­
&2("'>"&C2"$'FA)"@)/",'&"GP2$"%,"&C2"&C%(&22,&C".2,&<(B"
)/"%&"%/"&'Q$)B0"J<&")**"&C)&"%/"J2)<&%><*0"&(<20"5'&2,&0"2&2(­
,)*" %," &C2"AB/&%.)*" >2)/&" %,/&%&<&2$"JB" _2/</"@)/" &C2,"
alive in every heart.

" OC2" 2<.C)(%/&" @)/" &(<*B" &C2" ;%)&%.<A" '>" &C2"
/'<*:""=%K2"&C2"5%*F(%A/"'>"#AA)</"*',F")F'0"%,"&C2"C'<("
@C2,"&C2"/C)$2/"'>"2;2,%,F">)**"),$")";)F<2"/)$,2//"%,­
;)$2/"&C2"/'<*0"@C2,"&C2"5C),&'A/"'>"&C2",%FC&")@)K2"
),$" /22A" &'" hVXcj" *''A" <5" J2C%,$" )**" '<(" &C'<FC&/0"
'<(">)&C2(/"/)@"&C2"$%;%,2"),$"AB/&2(%'</"H'A5),%',"
.'A%,F"&'@)($"&C2Av"&C2B"$(),K"%,"C%/"@'($/0"&C2B">2*&"
C%/"/&(2,F&C"$2/.2,$%,F"<5',"&C2%("C2)(&/0")**"&C2%("%,­
@)($"J2%,F"@)(A2$")F)%,0"),$")F)%,"&C2B"@C%/52(2$0"
^?J%$2"@%&C"</0"='($0">'("&C2"$)B"%/">)("/52,&"),$"&C2"
night approacheth.”

" ?,$"'>&2,"&C2%("5()B2("@)/"C2)($:"
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Quote 

Abbreviations
Writings of St. Francis 
Adm  Admonitiones. 
H),&?<$4';"" H),&%.'"?<$%&2"4';2(2**2:"
CantSol  Canticum fratris Solis. 
=)<$12%" =)<$2/"12%"?*&%//%A%:"
62,=2'" 62,2$%.&%'">()&(%"=2',%"$)&):"
#5?,&" #5%/&'*)")$"/),.&<A"?,&',%<A:"
#5H*2("9" #5%/&'*)")$"H*2(%.'/"en2$).&%'"5(%'(f:"
#5H*2("99"" #5%/&'*)")$"H*2(%.'/"en2$:"5'/&2(%'(f:"
#5H</&"9"" #5%/&'*)")$"H</&'$2/"9:"
#5H</&"99"" #5%/&'*)")$"H</&'$2/"99:"
#5-%$"9" #5%/&'*)")$"-%$2*2/"9:"
#5-%$"99" #5%/&'*)")$"-%$2*2/"99:"
#5=2'" #5'/&'*)")$">()&(2A"=2',2A:"
#5I%," #5%/&'*)")$"I%,%/&(<A:"
#5g($" #5%/&'*)"&'&%"g($%,%"A%//):"
#5n2.&" #5%/&'*)")$"5'5<*'(<A"(2.&'(2/:"
#PC=1" #PC'(&)&%'")$"=)<$2A"12%:"
#P54)&" #P5'/%&%'"%,"4)&2(",'/&2(:"
-'(A8%;"" -'(A)";%;2,$%"/),.&)2"H*)()2"$)&):"
-()FA" -()FA2,&)")*&2(%</"n2F<*)2R6:"
LaudHor   Laudes ad omnes horas dicendae. 
g>>4)//" g>G.%<A"4)//%',%/"1'A%,%:"
g(H(<." g()&%'"),&2".(<.%GP<A:"
n2F6" n2F<*)"J<**)&):"
n2FR6" n2F<*)",',"J<**)&):"
n2F#(" n2F<*)"5('"2(2A%&'(%%/"$)&):"
+)*6I8"" +)*<&)&%'"J2)&)2"I)(%)2"8%(F%,%/:"
+)*8%(&" +)*<&)&%'";%(&<&<A:"
Test  Testamentum. 
T*&8'*" T*&%A)";'*<,&)/"+:"H*)()2"/.(%5&):"

Sources for the Life of St. Francis 
VH" O'AA)/'"$)"H2*),'0"8%&)"+),.&%"-(),.%/.%:"
=HC"" H2*),'0"=2F2,$)")$"</<A".C'(%:"
WH" H2*),'0"I2A'(%)*2"%,"12/%$2(%'"?,%A)2:"
oH" H2*),'0"O().&)&</"$2"I%().<*%/"+:"-(),.%/.%:"
=_+"" _<*%),"'>"+52B2(0"8%&)"+),.&%"-(),.%/.%:"
gn" g>G.%<A"nCB&CA%.<A"+:"-(),.%/.%:"
?4" ?,',%A'"42(<F%,':"
L3C   Leggenda dei Tre Compagni. 
CA  Compilatio Assisiensis. 
=IN"" +:"6',);2,&<()0"=2F2,$)"I)%'("+:"-(),.%/.%:"
=I,"" +:"6',);2,&<()0"=2F2,$)"A%,'("+:"-(),.%/.%:"
+4" +52.<*<A"42(>2.&%',%/:"
SC  Sacrum Commercium S. Francisci. 
?6-"" ?.&</"62)&%"-(),.%/.%"2&"+'.%'(<A"#%</:"
Fior   Fioretti di San Francesco. 

Sources for the Life of St. Clare 

6*H*"" 6*2//%,F"'>"+&:"H*)(2:"
VQ`=?F"" =2&&2(/"&'"+&:"?F,2/"'>"4()F<2::"
LCl   Legend of St. Clare. 
4H"" ?.&/"'>"&C2"4('.2//"'>"H),',%l)&%',:"
4(4';"" 4(%;%*2F2"'>"4';2(&B:"
RegCl   Rule of St. Clare. 
TestCl   Testament of St. Clare.  

In the centre of the Church 
in ruins...

“A sun was born into the world.” With these 
words,  in  the  Divine  Comedy  (Paradiso,  Canto 
XI), the great Italian poet Dante Alighieri alludes 
to Francis’ birth, which took place in Assisi either 
at  the  end  of  1181  or  the  beginning  of  1182. As 
part of a rich  family his  father was a cloth mer­
chant  Francis  lived  a  carefree  adolescence  and 
youth, cultivating the chivalrous ideals of the time. 
At age 20, he took part in a military campaign and 
was taken prisoner. He became ill and was freed. 
After his return to Assisi, a slow process of spiri­
tual conversion began within him, which brought 
him  to  gradually  abandon  the  worldly  lifestyle 
that he had adopted thus far. The famous episodes 
of Francis’ meeting with  the  leper  to whom, dis­
mounting from his horse, he gave the kiss of peace 
"$.*/;*(4)*-)++"#)*;3/-*(4)*63,'%&B*%$*(4)*+-"11*
Church  of  St  Damian,  date  pack  to  this  period. 
Three times Christ on the Cross came to life, and 
told him: “Go, Francis, and repair my Church in 
ruins.” This simple occurrence of the word of God 
heard in the Church of St Damian contains a pro­
found symbolism. At that moment St Francis was 
called to repair the small church, but the ruinous 
state of the building was a symbol of the dramatic 
and disquieting situation of the Church herself. At 
(4"(*(%-)*(4)*64,3'4*4".*"*+,8)3&'%"1*;"%(4*F4%'4*
did not shape or transform life, a scarcely zealous 
clergy,  and a  chilling of  love.  It was  an  interior 
destruction  of  the  Church  which  also  brought  a 
decomposition of unity, with the birth of heretical 
movements. Yet, there at the centre of the Church 
%$*3,%$+*F"+*(4)*63,'%&).*D/3.<*"$.*4)*+8/L)M*4)*
called for renewal, he called Francis to the manu­
al labour of repairing the small Church of St. Da­
mian, the symbol of a much deeper call to renew 
Christ’s own Church, with her radicality of  faith 
and her loving enthusiasm for Christ.

Pope Benedict XVI
Catechesis on Saint Francis
27th January 2010 ”
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